


EBBA'S SCRIP 
" He clad him with the habit of a pilgrim-a scryppe 
on his shoulder and a pilgrim's staff in his right hand ." 

(Caxton, " Golden Legend," 14 3.) 

No. 14. July, 1940. 

EDITORIAL. 
At .the end of a School year, which has been nearly contem

poraneous with the war, it may be appropriate to comment on how 
this tremendous event has affected us. 

On the whole we have been very lucky. When we read of what 
h"ials have been endured by many schools in evacuation and recep
tion areas, we realise .that we ha,ve much to be thankful for; in fact, 
when we look at the larger aspects of this great conflict, we feel that 
our active contribution to the national effort has ,been small. Such 
may be the case at the moment, but there is no doubt that we shall 
receive our orders. When they come, we shall be proud to carry 
them out, whether the task be vigorous and exciting or, what is 
much more difficult to bear, merely monotonous and unimaginative. 

Certain limitations have been imposed on us, particularly in 
a\'.ray matches and after-school activities, but we contrived to hold 
the Sports, the House Plays and the Ar.t and Music Exhibitions ; the 
shorter cl.inner-hour allowed us, especiailly in the Spring Term, to do 
very nearly everything we wished. 

Almost every week, familiar figures in uniforms of all kinds 
appear in the Staff-room to tell us (as far as regulations allow) what 
they are doing . Let EBBA's ScmP take this opportunity of assuring 
all Old Boys in the Forces that the School's thoughts are much with 
them, wishing them success, happiness and a safe return. 

* ·X· * ·X· 

OBITUARY. 
L ADY MILFORD was one of the original members of the School 

Governing Body first nominated in 1929. Her loyalty to the School 
was expressed in constant official service during those eleven years. 
All who came within her sphere of influence vvere privileged to share 
in those high gifts of friendship a.nd inspiration which, in her, 
amounted to genius. 

MR. W . J. PAYNE was also a member of the first nominated 
Board of Governors. His wisdom in counsel, his power of rapid 
decision, his steadfastness in service, his warmth of heart and 
hospitality established him as one of the pious founders of the 
School. F.L. C. 
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HOUS E NOTES. 
ABBEY HOUSE . 

The introduction of " Cock House " has produced much 
enthusiasm, but owing to our laok of Seniors we ,were not able to 
put up the show that we desired. 

In footbaJI we came third, winning two out of ;the three Junior 
matches and one out of the three Senior matches. 

The House play did n:o,t come up to our previous s tandard and 
we were able to gain only third place. 

In the athletic sports we coui!d find few Senior runners and the 
Juniors did not show their usual enthusiasm for entering for the 
numerous events. Burdet,t deserves to be mentioned as runner-urp 
for the Junior Cup. 

The main :reason for our success in cricket, in which we did not 
lose a match, may be attribu ted to our 1good team spirit. Our last 
match, which was against Tudor Seniors, decided the issue. This 
we managed to win by two runs owing to a fine innings by Hobbs 
after the main part of the team had been dismissed for only a few 
runs . 

In spite of House Prefects , hospital money has not been given 
in as large quanhties as we had hoped. 

In conclusion, we wish the ,best of luck to all those leaving us. 
H.P. 

CARi8W HOUSE. 
This year Carew has not been very successful in sporting 

activities. 
Once more we have lost the F ootball Championship to Tudor, 

the main reason for this being the complacency with which the 
Seniors regarded their .match with the seemin,gily weak St. Benet 
team. 

This year we were third i-n ,the Athletic Championship. 
Although many boys entered for the events, few, especially among 
the Juniors, reached the finals. Those worthy of special mention 
include Sheen who won the discus and Brandl who set up a new 
school record in putting the shot. 

Cricket this season has also been very disappointing, chiefly 
because of the lack of talent among the Juniors, who lost a,M their 
matches. Although six of its players were members of the School 
elevens, the Senior team could only win one of its games, and thus 
the House could only ,finish third in the table. 

Our only notev.'-orthy achievement ~as that we came first in 
the House plays. Our play, which was ·called The Golden Mean, 
was produced by Sheen and was acted in a very admirable manner. 

With regard to hospital money, our collections have been very 
good, though more support for this worthy cause should be given by 
the Seniors. 

In conclusion, we wish to those who are leaving the best of luck 
in the future. E.R.H. 
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ST. BENET'S HOUSE. 
Once again, this year, we were severely handicapped by a lack 

orf Seniors, and we were unable to put up the performance in the 
newly instituted Cock House !Championship that one would have 
wished. 

We managed to win only one Senior and two Junior football 
matches, and could only take last place. At cricket, the Seniors 
failed to win a ma.tch, but the Juniors won two, giving us third 
place. 

We put up a good show in athletics and came s-econd in the 
finaJ placing . Bumpstead was .runner-u,p for the Senior Cup, and 
Young won the 100 and 220 yards under twelve, the latter in record 
time. In spi,te of a determined effort by Ledger:wood we cou,ld ta,ke 
only second place in t-he Senior Relay , but we easily won the Junior 
Relay in record time. 

,Our H ouse play, H ereward the Wake, by L. Du Garde 
Peach, produced by Mitchell, was quite successful, and we were a 
close second to Carew. 

Despite numerous appeals, and the activities of the H ouse 
Prefects, hospital money was not forthcoming in the large quantities 
that so worthy a cause deserved and contributions fell off consider
ably . 

In conclusion, we wish all those .who are leaving us every success 
for the future . 

D .L. 

TUDOR HOUSE. 
Although this year has seen a fairly creditable performance in 

most of our activities, strong opposition from other Houses has 
prevented us from figuring prominently in some cases. 

Our football teams ,this year were not quite so strong as usual 
and it was not without some good luck on our part that we managed 
to take the Cup. 

The running in the school spor.ts was up to standard although 
we did not possess a sufficient number of sprinters. As it was, both 
the Senior and Junior championships were won by Tudor, falling 
to Zoller and Slater respectively. The total number of points scored 
for ,the Sports Championship was 119½, giving us quite a comfortabJe 
lead from St. Benet, the runners-up. 

In cricket our Senior team came well up to expectation, but the 
support given by the Junior team, which lacked in1tiative and drive, 
was not strong enough to gain us the championship. 

Our position jn the House play, not one of our strong points, 
was disappointing, our chance being spoiled by ,the actors not speak
ing clearly enough . 

W.J. 
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IMMORTAL VISION. 
The day 
Was breaking in pearly silver and grey, 
As I lay 
Pondering a half-forgotten dream, 
Dream of that ever recurring theme, 
The world beyond . 
My soul, on wings of li,ght, 
Left me, and soared through the night 
Beyond the air, 
Beyond the stars ; 
Until it reached the iron bars, 
Gates of H eaven and gates of Hell 
Shut fast. 
But Peter beside the portal, 
Keeper of the gates immortal, 
Unlocked to my ever-impatient soul; 
And I passed 
Into Paradise at last 
And I hea,rd 
The song of angels, clear as a bird. 
But higher 
Over all like a fire, 
Numbing the keen, cold pain of desire, 
The songs of angels kind led within, 
A voice, 
Full of thunder, 
CaUecl in a strange tongue 
" R ejoice ! " 
Til'L wrapt in wonder, 
I saw a spirit with arm upflung, 
Praising God 
To music which sweHed and died 
Like the sea . . . . . . 
I stood outside ,the iron doo.r. 
I knocked . 
But the gates of H eaven and H ell were locked 
And Peter had .Jost the key . 

-X· * ·X· ·X- ·X· * 
I st XI FOOTBALL. 

Colours: Scott, S., W.ebster, A. 

R.L'.\1. 

The lack of fixtures this y ear did not seem at all encouraging 
and we were thus robbed of much practice. Ne'Vertheless every 
match proved that enthusiasm for the game was not la-eking among 
,the players. 
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Th e main drawback to our success was due to the fact that the 
average size of our ,players was considerably smaller than that of 
our opponents. 

REVIEW OF TEAM. 
LEDGERWOOD, J. H. (Left-haH and Centre-hailf). He is a good, 

steady defender, but occasionally his clearances and passes show 
lack of control. 

\NI-IITEHOUSE, E. J. (Centre-for.ward). A very clever and fast 
player, but he was often inclined to keep the ball to himself 
and, in so doing, get out of position. 

DENMAN, M. T. (,Right-half). H e is a steady player, who can 
con,tro:l the ball we11, but he .lacks speed. 

HEWISON, A. Unside-left). H e is a smart player, but does not 
m e his right foot enough. 

H OLT, E. R. (O u-tside-right). Though he is a steady player, his 
lack of speed often causes his defeat. 

ScoTT, S, (Outside~left). H e is ·a clever dribbler and a fin e shot, 
but he is often inclined to hold on to the ball too long. 

WEBSTER, A. (Goad-keeper). ·A steady reliable defender, who, if 
he were a little taller, would be an outstanding player. 

LESLIE, R. (Right-ba-ek). A good solid defender, but his clear
ances and passes often go astray . 

SMITH, P. W. G. (Left-back). A reliable defender whose defensi.ve 
kicks were well placed; laok of speed was his main drawback. 

CLARK, W. G. (Inside-right) . He is a good forward wi,th plenty of 
speed. His play would improve greatly if he were to use his 
left foot more. 

ZoLLER, K. N. (Centre-half and Right-half). A fine player, as 
good a t defence as attack. However, his over-eagerness often 
causes him to kick wide. J.T. 

TEBBS, J. (Left-half). He is very steady in defence. His passing 
is good, but his clearing is inclined to go astrny . K.N.Z. 

RESULTS. 
Dec. B. v. Old Boys' XI. (h). Lost 1-2. 

10. v . Sutton 1st XI. (h). Won 5-1 (Whitehouse n, 
Scott 2). 

J a n. 20. v. Godalming 1st XI. (.h). Lost 0-l. 
Mar. 30. v . Old Boys' XI. (h). Lost 0-7. 

* * ·X· ·X- ·X· ·)!· 

2nd X I FOOTBALL. 
Owing to difficuH circumstances w,e played only two matches. 

Of these, one was drawn, the other lost. The team, however, lacked 
age and experience and wiill improve when these have been at.tained. 

The results were : -
v. Sutton C.S . Draw 2-2. (Bumpstead, Clal'k, W. G.). 
v. Godalming C.S. Lost 1-,3. (Bumpstead). 

Th e goalscor,ers .were :-Bumpstead 2, Clark, W. G. 
D.A.C. 
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SAVAGE NATURE. 
Up in his world of sky-blue and rugged cra,gs, clasping his 

sentinel rock with all-powerful talons, the eagle, king of all birds, 
surveys from the precipitous heights the humble world below 
" spread as a wrinkLed sea ." Watchi11g ·with piercing eyes he 
sights his innocent prey and with a devastating swoop and ,terrify
ing flutter of his gi:gantic wings drops on the petrified victim .... 
then returns fo his solitary vigill, a majestic figure, lonely but 
supr-eme. M.G. 

* * * * ·)/, 

AN EVACUEE. 
The following is part of a letter from J. K ent: -
" I was very disappointed a-t leaving Epsom. It was only 

after war had been decla red and we were down here in Devon that 
I rea'1ised how attached I was to the grand old school, or should I 
say grand young school ? 

" I started at H ele's school, Exeter, at ,the Autumn term. It 
elate;; b1ck to the begi.nnfog of the 18th century and consequently 
has some grand old arches and a :very high hall with a rambling 
old rnof of raf.ters. 

" Curiously enough, they were going to have new bui,ldings 
erected this year, but that scheme has dropped now, until after the 
v,:ar. 

" I h ave joined the Air Cadets here. I am told that this 
school \Vas the :first to have them. The work connected .'with it, 
engineering, i-ifle-shootiillg, etc. , is very intern,ting . Am also con
tinuing my art, which 11 taike instea d of biology. 

" Did you have a play at C hristmas ? If so, hO\v did it go off? 
We did Ambrose Applejohn's Adventure. It went off very well. 
Ha;ve rigged up a mod-el ,theatre of my -own. It is run off the mains 
and my friends and myself have some good fun with it, arranging 
scenes and trying effects. 

" My Art Master introdnced me to the electrician of the Theatre 
Royal here. It was very interesting at Christmas when I viewed 
the ' Panto ' from ' behind the scenes,' and saw how all the effects 
·were produced ." 

* -l<· * 
THE ARTS EXHIBITION. 

* * * 

During the afternoon of Thursday, 4th April, the products of 
the artistic side of the School's work were displayed to the c·ritical 
but sympathetic eyes of our parents. 

The songs sung by the Junior School covered a wide field of 
traditional, dassicaJ and modern music, all, -except Schubert's 
Hark, Hark the Lark, by English composers. Our standard of 
singing was well ma intained, though many forms displayed a 
nervousness on the .platform not noticeable at other times. Two 
Forms, IlB and Ille , deserve special mention. 
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The Arits Exhibition showed a great deal of progress from last 
y ear, many new items having been introduced. Lino-cuts printed 
on fabric, and a set scene from Treasure I sland, designed and made 
by a few Jun.ior boys, attracted the attention of most people. 

Another addition was several machine <lra wings, preparations 
for the School Certi:ficate, by some members of Form V. Naturn1ly 
the wai- left its mark on many of the drawings, but nevertheless it 
was quite a good exhibition, the proof being that some of the 
exhibits were sent on to the St. Martin's School of Art, at Charin,g 
Cross, for an Exhibition of Adolescent Art. 

Alongside the dra·wings were, for the first time, a number of 
wooden pieces, including boxes, hoak-ends and the general type of 
model one would expec.t to see from a school in thei-r second yeaT of 
wood-working. 

After most people had seen the Arts Exh~bition the winners of 
the H ouse Dramatics, Carew, re-acted their play, The Golden 11'Iean, 
by A . .E . M. Bayliss. The scene ·was the comt of a Ruritanian 
monarch , whose soJdiers wore Roman uniform but, strangely, 
listened in to the radio, as if Pythagoras had invented it. It was a 
very good play and well acted, and Carew's comedians made their 
war-weary audience laugh. 

·X· ·X· * * * * 
ANATOMICAL DETAIL. 

There was a young fellow named Paul 
Who was really amazingly tall. 
When lying in bed 
H e could stretch out his leg 
And switch out the Eght in the hall. 

·X· ·X- ·X· * ·* * 
1st XI CRICKET. 

Colours : Holt, E. R. ; Rutt, S. R. 

J.D .P. 

D .N.L. 

The -cricket this season has been erratic. So far we have won 
four games out of eight played. The bowling has been pooT and 
but for good fielding many more runs would hme been scored 
against us. There have been no outstanding performances, and the 
batting has not reached the standard anticipated. 

REVIEW OF 1ST XI. 
ZOLLER, K. A medium right-hand bowler who has been con

sistently good . As Vice-Captain during the last few match es he 
has helped considerably in the management of .the team. 

TEBBS, J . He has made a -good opening batsman ai1thou,gh his scores 
have not been exceptional. His fielding close to the wicket is 
very good . 
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LESLIE, J. A potentially strong forceful batsman who with more 
experience will become a good player. ,His fielding is sound. 

ERL, C. E. His batting has so far been marred by hesi.tancy . He 
should try to regain confidence and be more forceful. 

CARPENTER, D. A fast right-hand bowler who has done weJ.l this 
season . His batting is very promising and should develop as 
the season progresses . 

HEWISON, A . A fast .Jeft-hand bowler, but erratic . As a " tail
end " batsman he can hit hard. 

Com<, P. His right-hand medium bowling is qu ite good and he can 
hit a leg ball very hard. His fielding is steady . 

LEE, T . Recently .promoted from the 2nd XI, his fast bowling has 
a,lready pmved useful. As a "tail-end" batsman he has scored 
some ,valuable runs. 

DENMAN, M. T. After a poor start his .batting is now up to last 
season's form. !His spin bowling has also been very useful. 

HoLT, E. R . (Capt.). H e has prnved a steady reliable opening 
batsman and his excellent fielding has set a good example to 
the rest of the team. 

S .R.R. 

R un, S. R. He has kept wicket consistently we11 and has proved 
quite useful as a ba tsman. 

E.R.H. 
·X· ·X· ·X· * * 

2nd XI CRICKET. 
The second eleven has had a good season, having won fo ur 

games, lost two, and drawn one. A number of good individual 
scores have been made, and good length .bowling by Gorton, who 
has taken 2•5 wickets for an av-erage of 5 runs, has contributed 
largely to the success of .the team. Fielding has been modera te. 

RESULTS. 
May 18th. v. WALLINGTON C.S. (A) . Won. 

E.psom, 62. (Cook, P., 28.) 
Wallington, 47. (Gorton G for 7.) 

May 25th . v. MITCHAM C.S. (H) . Los t. 
Epsom, 40. 
::VIitcham, 41 for 8. 

June 8th . v. TIFFINS. (H). Lost. 
Epsom, 78 . (White, 2,2.) 
Tiffins, 162 for R. 

June 29th . v . DORKING C.S. (H ). Won. 
Dorking, 35. {Gorton 5 for 12.) 
Epsom, 61 for 6. 

July ,Oth. v. SUTTON C .S. (A). Drawn. 
Epsom, 120 for 5. (South %1, Pa11kes 31.) 
Sutton, 67 for 4. 
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July 10th. v. EPSOM: COLLEGE ,1th XI. (A). Won. 
Epsom College, 92 . (Gorton 4 for 213 .) 
Epsom C.S., 101 for \J . (Parkes :J4, Gorton :26 not out. ) 

July 1Jth. v. SUR,BITON C.S . (A) . Won . 
Surbiton, 45. (Gorton 4 for 15.) 
Epsom, 106. (Scott 27, Hobbs ,lt:i not out .) 

·X· ·X· ·X· ·X· ·X· ·X 

THE SAD TALE OF WILLIAM GORE. 
A certain young fe1low named William Gore 
Had one object in life, namely, breaking the "lawr," 
For policemen he'd li.tt-le or no r~al esteem 
And his capture red-handed was a ,bobby's pet dream. 

Alas, one bright day the tragedy fell ; 
A policeman found Bill throwing stones in a well. 
That wasn't the worst, mark you, not by a ,lot-
There w-cre policemen clown there when he took his pot-shot! 

Arrested was William. The judge said, " My lad, 
You' re a real little crimina l, ha rdened and bad! 
To Borstal I 'll send you, and there you will stop, 
Till you learn to distinguish a cat from a cop ." 

J.S.B. 
* * ·X· -):- ·X· ·>!-

STRANGE DOINGS IN THE CHANNEL. 
One morning in J anuary, 1\))-)9, an old gentleman, who lived 

at Brighton, was about to start out for his morning walk which he 
made every morning a,t 7 a.m . He had just reached the sea front 
and was gazirug out to sea . Suddenly he realized that there was no 
sea to look at. He rubbed his eyes to see if he was awake and to 
his surprise found that h e was. This old gentleman wondered why 
nobody else had found out .that the sea had dried up. H e said to 
himself, " If somebody else ha d found this out, the whole of 
Brighton would by now have fl.ocked to the sea front." H e turned 
round to see if any,body was in sight. Coming towards him was a 
p Oil iceman. The old ,gentleman walked ,towards the policeman and 
asked him if he had been down on the beach . The ,policeman ran 
to t,he sea front and could not believe his eyes; he almost fainted. 
When he recovered he ran to the nearest telephone box and told the 
inspector on duty at the police station his story. Then h e telephoned 
,the Ministry of Shipping (Coastguard Section) in L ondon and re
peated his story to them. The official in London replied that he had 
received ten sim~lar messages from various other ,parts of the coast 
all telJing the story of the drying up of the channel, but stated that 
he could not do anything for the present. 
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Many ships were found high and dry by their crews about 
3.30 a .m . the same morning and a ll of them sent messages to the 
Ministry of Shipping, who could not cope with them. People on 
the other side of the Channel, in France, had similar experiences to 
the old gentleman in Br~ghton. iEverybody who had their wireless 
sets tuned to London that morning in January, 1939, abou,t 10 a.m., 
was s urprised fo hear that by some .great eruption of the earth the 
E nglish Channel had during ,the night completely dried up. Further
more, scientists had already made investigations to see if the Channel 
woruld suddenly become filled with water again, and to find out 
whether the bed of the Channel would become safe for waJking on . 
A£ter this historic broadcast many people would not believe a word 
of it, but went out themselrves to see whether it was true. So they 
took a journey to the seaside, forgetting ail.I about the cold N.iE . 
wind which was blowing on this J anuary morning. 

At many points o_n the coast that day, Police, A.A. and R.A.C. 
patrols could not prevent -the congestion on the roads of people and 
traffic. After their outing, many people were satisfied that the 
English Channel had really dried up. 

About 9 p . .m. that same evening ,the scientists announced that 
the bed of the C hannel was quite safe for walking on . 

In London, orders were issued that troops ·were to be stationed 
al,l along the coast. They were given orders not to let anybody pass 
or try to take a wailk on the bed of the Channel b efore an organised 
expedition had been to explore . 

Next morning these expeditions explored the bed of the channel. 
One man descri-bed i,t as going down into a very deep valley. When 
they had gone out abcrnt three miles they found a wreckage of an 
old ship . Dead ,bodies were lying about everywhere. Every 
expedition found wreckage of ships and submarines. 

In London it was announced that England and France had both 
ola imed ha.lf the channel, so once again England is joined to ,the rest 
of Europe. The Ministry of Home Security announced tha,t the 
channel would .be closed to the public until the beginning of May, 
because of olearing operations. 

Every day until the ,beginning of May, wreckage, dead bodies 
and a-11 sorts of other things could be seen being brought from the 
dry valley. Huge cranes and all ikinds of machines could be seen 
going down, and in the middle ,large numbers of men were levelling 
the bottom. Big liners a nd other ships :were being turned into 
luxurious hotels, and sma.11 boats were being converted info houses, 
where the workmen could .Jive. 

Soon the :first of May arriived, and the opening of the dry 
Channel was .celebrated by many thousands of people . The day was 
proclaimed a public holiday. Mr. Neville Chamber,lain, the Prime 
Minister, broadcast fo the Nation . H e said that hail£ of the dry 
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Channel .was now England's territory and he deolared it open. H e 
added there would be temporary posts and barriers to denote the 
frontier between Eng land and France . 

All throughout the next month a great alteration came over the 
a rea . Roads were being constructed and houses were being built. 
People applied to the :Government for the buying of ;property. The 
Royal Air Force and the Army had claimed part of the land for 
setting and building aerodromes and military barracks. At one 
point the Army had taken over 20 square miles. 

In Parliament one day, a member asked wha.t was happening 
to all the fish that had b een Mt high and dry. The Minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, 6ir Reginald Dorman-Smith, a nswered 
that the parts where large shoals of fish had been found were nmv 
,proh iibited areas . Men wearing a special type of gas mask "vvere 
busy removing such fish . 

Bus services had been set up and aeroplanes from R.A .F. 
stations were patrolling regula11ly . The Summer saw many people 
going to France by the way of t he new bus service. Trade was 
~o-w going to the rest of Europe by .Jand. By the end of the year 
:he dry <Channel had become known as -the new South of England. 
Factories ,vere being erected everywhere because the ground was no 
use for vegetation and cultivation, and the dry Channel became 
iknown as the new industrial region . 

By now we have ceased to wonder at it, and this great event is 
accepted as a bit more of England's luck. 

D .E .C. 

1<· 1<· ·X- 1<· * * 
HOBBIES PERIOD. 

DEBATING SOCIETY. 
Since its revival at the beginning of the Spring term, the Society 

has keenly debated several motions, many of them bearing on the 
war. The Society decided, by a large majority, tha t Germany 
was not solely responsible for the present conflict, and also that 
German merchant seamen scuttling their ships should not be left to 
their fate . A debate which excited a considerable amount of interest 
towards the end of term was of a novel form, the idea being that 
the members of the Society were suddenly and miraculously trans
formed into famo us people of the day, such as Einstein and Dr. 
Goebbels. More astonishing still, these famous people were stranded 
on a desert island and had to argue their way into seats on the 
balloon which afforded their only hope of reach ing again the 6vilised 
world. From almost a score of the world's most famous p eople, the 
Society decided that President R oosevelt, David Low, and Sir 
Thomas Beecham were of the most use to the world, and thus gained 
their passage . 

R.L.M. 
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HAND.LCRAFTS. 
The Woodwork Society, meeting on Friday afternoons for about 

an hour, proved .to be a grea t success . All the meetings were well 
attended, although there were ,only enough benches to accommoda te 
HO boys. It is a grea t pity tha t this Society could not be carried on 
during the summer months, owing to House cricket matches. This 
prevented the boys from :finishing the art ides they had a lready started. 

Much hard work was put in by th e members during the several 
meetings, and great progress was made in the construction of models . 
The Society was ably superintended by Mr. Lewis, ,who was always 
ready to help ,vhen difficulties arose. He also gave us a practical 
demonstra tion in the construction of a mortise and tenon joint. 

We hope that next term wood supplies wi11 -enable us to carry 
on ,the Society. J..C.R.S. 

CHESS SOCIETY. 
When the Chess Society was started in the Spring term the 

number of boys who joined was rather surprising. Many of them 
had no previous knowledge of the game and these were immedia tely 
made acquainted with its elementary rules and principles. 

Meetings held every Friday were in the main well attend ed and 
in a short time the olub had got into its stride. 

Mr. Pearce, in charge of the Society, was a,lways will i.ng .to help 
those fo difficulty and to gi;ve useful advice and hints to all. 

It is hoped that the ,Chess Socie ty will be re-star,ted in the nea r 
future and tha t next time its activi,ties will be extended to incJud r• 
contests . W.J. 

LIFE-SAVING. 
The Society was formed at the beginning of last term as a result 

of the Headmaster 's idea of estahlishing societies. It was for boys 
from Shell upwards and a t fi rst about twenty joined. The objects 
of this Society were mainly to teach boys how to save ,Jife in .the 
water, and so be of service to others, but also to help members to 
improve their swimmfog and to learn a few rudiments of water-polo. 
This was successfulily ca.rried out under the leadership of Mr. Cook 
and Brandl of Form V. 

Activities were on the land and in the water. On land they 
consisted of exe rcises in the gymnasium, where .]and drill acquainted 
members with the methods of rescue and release from a panicky 
victim. · 

This was usually followed by a talk by Brandl on water-polo . 
This was varied at times by practice in methods of throwing the
polo-ball, and of land-practice of different strokes. Once a week 
a party of members was taken by Brandl to the baths for practice 
in life- saving and swimmjng, the knowledge of which had previously 
been gained on land. After the full course has been taken, members 
will enter for a Ji.fe-sa ving exam. for the B-ronz·e Medallion. Another 
result was the for mation of a swimming team to co mpete in the 
inter-schools swimming sports at Sutton Baths. J .H . 
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SKII NG IN iHE ALPS. 
Having read the heading of this article some of you may 

wonder how thriUing it mu.:;t be to be in the Alps or to ski. 
Skiing is not easy and many have come to this conclusion with 

a broken arm or leg . These have paid hea.vily fo r their frivolous 
ima·gination. Don't think tha t I have never had some such 
experien::e, .but I can as., ure you it was never my fa ult. Once I 
was so badly hurt th3.t I had to go to hosp ital. Not even the worst 
experiences would have stopped me from continuing. In cleed, it 
only encouraged me to ge t on with i t. I started when I was very 
young, thus the worst experiences I canno t remember. 

However, I should like to give you some idea of wha t life is 
like in a smaH village in the Alps. 

The place is caHed Saalbach in Austria, qu~te near Germany, 
in fact only across the mountain ridges. It is about 800() fee t a way 
from civilization and seems to be cut off from the rest of Europe. 
Only once every other day a bus arrived from ,the next village, if 
it was abile to get through the thic-k snow, to -bring food a nd more 
guests . .Most of the latter were Englishmen, indeed the most spoken 
l_anguage th ere was English. The life at first was rather strange, 
anyhow that's how it seemed -to me. It was necessary fo r the Hotel 
keeper to please the English, whose wish prevailed. Thus I fell 
there like a fi,;h out of water. However, the wish of the English 
could not alter thei-r abiihties for skiing which, I must say, were as 
a. ru,Je of a very poor standard. 

It was necessary to group the ,beginners with beginners, and 
advanced with advanced, fir.:;t class with other cracks. 

In the ,first class as well as in the advanced groups, each of 
which contained about six, there wa.:; one who was either a na tive or 
well acquainted with the district. 

Day after d ay cxcur,;ion.; into <lifferent districts were made. I 
shall describe one of these , detailing the more in tcrcs ting part. 

It was the third day there and we decided to go up a mounta in , 
whose name I forge t. There wer,e no Eng,lishmen in our group 
whose lack of skiLl would have either retarded or in some other •.vay 
hamp ered our prog ress. Anyhow I was thrilled by that klea . The 
mountai n wou ld have been ,the highest I have been on; I soon 
changed my mind . 

The way up a moLrnt is a weary, long and uninteresting 
busine:;s . Arriiving a t the top, I believe some 11,0(M) feet up , we 
had a short rest an<l then- down ! ·w ithin a few minu tes we 
reached the bottom, althoLLgh it took us ten times as long to go up. 
However, I never reached the bottom till later. The group leader 
was at the .bottom already waiting with one other gentlema n. When 
I spotted them I decided that I should be there third. One other 
gentleman was just ahead of me and I raced him. I passed him a t 
terrific speed. I passed by the leader ; then came my black 
moment. . . . I never should have passed the two , ... an icy road 
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lay ahead for the choice of death otherwise I had to stop . I s-topped . 
You a re aware what h appens to a car when it suddenly stops a t 
great speed; it overturns. Tha,t happened to me. H ead first I 
made a dive into the snow. I stayed in that p osition, my feet up 
in the air and my head shU in the snow, .till I was fished out. Before 
help arrived was only a matter of seconds, but it seemed hours to 
me. 

Well, all is over now. I am .beginning to forget those golden 
days, but I am looking forward to some more. 

T. BRANDL (V. ). 

·* * * * * * 
SWIMMING. 

The formation of Friday afternoon clubs during the winte1 
months helped greatly to put swimming on a better footing, and we 
hope it will soon take its place with the other school activities such 
as football, cricket and a thletics. As swimming rightly belongs to 
summer the club survived into the third t erm. Land work was done 
in life-saving, and training in various s tyles of swimming particularly 
useful for races was given by Brandl of the Fifth. Although the 
local baths did not open until some time after the .beginning of term, 
those members who took advantage of the coaching offer.ed harve 
been able to get in quite a fair amount of training. This y ear for 
the first time a team was sent from this school to compete in the 
annual Sports of the Surrey Secondary Schools .Swimming Associa
tion. J. Lucas won the 'Plunge with a distance of 45 ft. 4½ ins ., and 
Brandl came second in the 100 yds. Open and the 100 yds. Breast 
Strnke, doing the latter in 2 seconds under the previous record . 

The Life-Saving Class has made full use of the Epsom Baths 
since their re-opening , and at the examination l1eld there on July 
12th eight candidates were successful in passing the tests for the 
Bronze Medallion of the Royal Life-Saving Society. T.hey aTe: -
Baird, who receives a Bar to the Bronze Medallion he already holds; 
Rampton, Charles, G. Lucas, J. Lucas, P . Lucas, Nixon, and 
R enouf , who will .be awarded both the In termedia te Certificate and 
the Bronze Medallion. This is a very pleasing start, and it is hoped 
that others will follow suit and take up this branch of swimming 
when the time comes . 

In ·the Junior School 20 boys have learned to swim this term, 
and have gain ed poin ts for their Houses by swimming a width. 
F orty boys have gafo ed points by swimm ing l ()(J yards, which 
promises well not only for the future of In ter-H ouse competition but 
a,lso for the forming of teams .to r:epresent the School in Inter-School 
events . The final position of the Houses on points obtained this 
term is :-

1. 
2. 
4. 

Abbey-28 poin ts ; 
St. Benet and Tudor (equa-1)- :2, points; 
Carew-2'4 points. 
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1940. 
L a lune nialade in a coal-tar sky 

Has gone raving mad, 
And there is nothing but death. 

The fa.rests of darkness are peopled with light 
In feeble form, 

And there is nothing but dea th. 

The light is a wild ecstasy of shadow 
Multi-evil sun, 

And there is nothing but death. 

And every man is a Siegfried with a crackled shell , 
Ash of self-murder. 

Oh ! there is nothing but death . 

In the gloaming it swoops like a bat, 
And descends on the dark branch above the pool ; 
And th e slug crawls on -the wasted leaf 
In the brilliant reivela tion of sun . 
Till the slug is hypnotized and crawls with relief, 
Into death! 

R.L.M. 

3/.· ·X· * * 

SPORTS DAY, JUNE 5th. . 
Sports Day was heild under fairly normal conditions, the only 

factor to mar our happiness bein,g the absence of parents. 
The fact that i,t was our thirteenth annual Sports Day did not 

prevent us from having the traditional fine wea ther. The pro
gramme ran with the usual smoothness and every event was strongly 

p_ con,tested . 
' The Senior championship was won by Zoller with 24 points and 

the J unior one by Slater with ':).0 points. Two records were broken 
f t his year, one by Young for the 220 yards under 12 and the other 
\ by Brandl for pu tting the shot. Once again Tudor won the H ouse 

championship v.1•iith St . Benet as runners~up. 

Sir Arthur Glyn presented the p rizes and made a short 
encouraging speech. The H eadmaster replied and the day was 
ended by the customary cheering. 

H.P. 
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INTELLIGENCE TEST 
(Grad e Z.) 

Examiners : J Mr. I. C. Bovington-Bovington, B. C. 
\.Mrs. Thorpe-Chumly, A.L.A.R.M. 

Sunday, F eb . 30. •Morn. 2. 00 to 5.00. 

~. B.- (Any candidate seen cheating by an unrecognised method 
wihl be made to stand in the corner. Candidates should write on 
both sides of the paper at once. 

No questio.ns should be attempted other .than those on this 
paper-so none of your jokes. ) 

1. " The discovery of Gunpowder was a Curse to all Mankind." 
Explain, Expand and Explode. 

:.l. Cor.rect this sentence. 
"The Latin master, 'e never 'ad need of throa t lozenges .'' 

o. The Charge of the ,Light Bxigade refers to 
(a) Etlectricity Bill; 
(b) BaUoon Barrage in action; 
(c) Erm! FJynn. 

Don't you think so? If not, why not? 
4. Give the contex-t of: 

(a) Shut up! ! l Rudel ! ! 
{b) Any trials or tribulations? 
(c) Put the d-- thing in a test tube. 
( d) OUTSIDE ! ! 
(e) Sure! ! 
(I) QUIET! ! ! 

5. If the hot tap fills the bath in 10 mins., the cold tap in 15 mins . 
and the was te pipe empties in 21 mins.-what idiot pulled the 
plug out? • 

6. Comment on : -
(a) Lost, a French pooclie, by a lady wearing a brass coJlar 

and answering to the name of Fido. 
(b) Wanted by a lady. Passage to New York. Willing to 

take charge of children and a good sailor. 
(c) For sale. A bull-dog . Eats anything. Very fond of 

children. 
7. The :VIinister for the Maintenance of Na tional Morale is 

(1) M:r. David Davis Llewe1lyn J ones . 
(2) l\fr. Heath Robinson. 
(8) Mr. Will Hay. 

Do you kimw these people? We don't, but, of course, you 
may, so give us the latest dope about them in 100 words . 

J.F.G. 
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INTER-SCHOOLS SPORTS. 
A team was sent to represent the School against :fifteen other 

Surrey Secondary Schools. 
Zoller ran welJ to get placed 4th in the 220 yards open . 
Slater, running 2nd in the Under 15 quarter-mile, achieved a 

time which was better than the School Senior record. 
The Under M R elay team clid well to be placed 4th. 
The competition at these sports was very keen and although we 

did not score many points the team p ut up a very good show . 
A.W.L. 

* * ·X· * * * 

HOUSE PLAYS. 
CAREW . The Golden Mean. 

The play, which was one of the best seen for several years, 
admirably reflected the hard work put in by the produ cer, J. Sheen. 
The subject matte.r which concerned a quarrel between two kingdoms 
being settled by a football match proved very amusing. Outstand
ing actors were Woodley, as king, and Russell, J. , as Georg.io. 
In my opinion this play well deserved its position as best House play 
of the year. 
ST. BENET. H ereward the Wake. 

The production of this play was of a high standard, thanks to 
the effor,ts of R . iL. Mitche1l. The actors entered into the roles of 
the characters they were 'Portraying very energetically, and they 
made the play noticeable for its vig9rous action. Although the part 
of William was well played, the rather strong Cockney accent 
betrayed him as KnowJes . The play wel1l deserved its position as a 
close second -to Carew. 
ABBEY. Case of Major Whiskers. 

This play was quite well produced by A. Astrop. Th e actors, 
,rnrd-perfect, worked together smoothly. The play, which con
cerned the trial of a cat, who refrained from washing before ea ting a 
mouse, would have gained a higher place if the subject matter had 
been more suitable for the stage . Outstanding actors were Hughes 
and Haken. 
T UDOR . The Emperor's Carpet. 

This play \>,ras of a somewhat poorer standard than those of the 
preceding Houses. The actors were hesitant and had to be promp ted 
several times, whiilst their voices tended to be expressionless. The 
close of the play was so badly treated by the actors that many of 
the audience missed ,the whole poin t of the story . 

S.R.R. 
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THE TRAIN. 
'Twas half past two in the morning 
One Saturday afternoon, 
When the train that was late 
Dashed dean through the gate 
And arrived ten minutes too soon . 

The driver was drunk on the footplate., 
The .fireman threw cual at the guard, 
The passengers cheered, 
But the guard only sneered 
As the coal hit his ear rather hard. 

The station was ,ten miles from nowhere, 
The porter had gone fm a stroll, 
The lights were all out, 
So a little boy scout 
Stopped the tra in with the encl of his pole. 

The signals were all set for clanger, 
There was· no other traffic in sight, 
So the guard said "O.K., 
We'll ,caH i.t a day 
And park the train here for the night." 

The moral of this little story 
Is clear to a person \vith brains, 
For anyone knmvs 
It snows when it sno,vs 
And it's always quite wet ,vhen it rains. 

* ❖i- ·* ·X· * 
SMARTER THAN SMART. 

ICM. (IIB). 

The gentlemen in the Saloon Bar o.f the " Four-in-Hand," 
FletchJey-mod . terms, comm. trav. a speciality-leaned forward 
in anticipation, for Martin Davis (Ransome's Dog & Cattle Foods), 
always had a good tale to tell. 

"Your speaking of mentioning names in public places," he 
said, " reminds me of a tale my brother-in-law told me. It appears 
that he always t·ravels up to L ondon with the same knot of business 
pals-just a custom you knO'w . It so happened that about a 
fortnight ago, there was a focal Council Election in his town and 
one morning the four of them ,vere talking about the candidates. 
:'.\1y brother-in-law was running one of them down properly- he's 
like that- always giving out his opinions when they're not wanted 
- can't think what my sister can see in him. Anyhow, all of a 
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sudden a quiet fellow in the corner who hadn't said anything up to 
that moment, suddenly spoke up and said he was this candidate's 
son, and he'd thank my brother-in-law to apologise and so on. 
W ell , you can imagine what a fool he felt : in fac t the incident seems 
to have cured him of some of his bumptiousness." 

" Well ! " said Morley's .l\farve,l Medicines' (" Cures all ills, 
coughs and chills "), " you never know who you may be talking 
to ." 

" Ah! But that isn't aill," replied Davis, "yon see I happen 
to know this candidate-he' s a corn chandler and a v ery good 
customer of mine-and he hasn' t got a son. I suppose this young 
fellow had just got fed up of my brother-in-law's voice and thought 
h e'd take him down a peg . Now I call that really smart work: if 
I had him here now, I 'd stand him his drinks for the rest of the 
evening.'' 

" Well, as a matter of fact," said a quiet man who was sitting 
on the outside of the group, " I'm t he young fello\V and .. . thanks 
very much, I'Jll take a milld and bitter." 

Davis opened his mouth as if to speak, then, altering his mind, 
paid up. Before closing time tha t clever young man had cost him 
three-and-six-which was hard on Darvis, who had invented the 
whole story . 

K.P. 

* * ·X- * ·:+ * 
ON BOARD SHIP. 

Approaching land. 
As I see the land ahead it forms strange shapes, a nd I wonder 

"What adiventures will I have there? " Now I can see beautiful 
houses with lovely ga.rdens in huge grounds, and other than that I 
can see litLle villages dotted alonig the coast composed of meagre 
little hovels hardly worth cai11.ing a house, and great towns in the 
back-ground with smoking stacks, and righ t over in the distance 
mountains tower majestically and forbidding. For a minute I shut 
my eyes, dream of the adventures to come, and then, of those of the 
past, and together I think of them as one. Deep in my heart I love 
this new and strange land I am coming to . 

M.J .M. (Form I). 

* * * ·ll- * 
THE MERCANTILE MARINE. 

The Mercantile Ma.rine offers a £ne career to boys who are not 
afraid of .work and who wish to travel. I shall only deal with the 
Naviga,ting Officers, as Engineers are a separate branch and are not 
sailors . Boys must b e physically .fit and have perfect eyesight. No 
one is aillowed to sail as Naivigating Officer without a Board of T rade 
certificate . In order to sit for the first examination the candidate 
must have served four years at sea on ,deck , either as an apprentice 
or as an ordina ry member of the crew. 
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Apprentices are articled to a shipowner for four years and 
usually have .to pay a premium of £ 5U (returnable). They live with 
the officers and are given instruction in their work. AH Masters 
(the proper ti tle is Master and not Captain) start as junior Naviga,t
ing Officers. 

After se rving four years a t sea a boy sits for his first B.O. T. 
examination for Second Ma,te's Certificate. H e then doe,:; another 
l ~- years a t sea and sit::; for hrs examination for First l\fa te . After 
a further 2½ years at sea he takes his examination for Master, ;vhich 
enables him to go a·way as Mas,ter of any ship. Of course men are 
usua11y about 45 befor-e they obta in Command. Anybody wishing 
to study more can take his E xtra Master's Examination which 
nables him to be a B.O.T. sur,veyor. 

Any ,boy coming to sea should be prepared to s.tucly hard and 
shnuld do as much Maths as possible while at school. The su hjects 
an officer has to study are : - Maths (with particular regard to 
spherical and plane trigonometry) , Engli,:;h , Naviga tion, As tronomy , 
Ship Construction, Cargo Stowage, Ship Maintenance, Seamanship, 
Signals (Morse, Semaphore and International ·Code), Meteorology, 
Science (Mechanics, Hydrosta tics, H ea t, Light, Sound, E,lectricity 
and Ma~netism), Commer.cial and Legal Knowledge. 

Apprentices usually work from 6 a .m. to 5 p .m . wi th time off 
for study, usua.Jly l ;}- 2 hours. When in p or t they look after the 
stowage of the cargo, under the supervision of an Officer. In port 
they have evenings free to go ashore. Anybody in the Merchant 
Service natura,lly sees ,thi:: wo rld . During my three years I ha ve 
made five voyages to India , to Australia , Tasmania, America 
(U .S.A.), Ceylon, '.\fa uriti us and Africa as well as F rance and 
Belgium. 

The ship I am · in carries 02 Lascars, so I have to speak 
Hindustani. 

Although the sea is a har<l life (I on ce worked RG hours without 
a break) it has its good moments a nd is ideal for a b oy who wishes 
to gain first hand experience of the worl d and i ts .peoples. It give., 
one a very broad outlook on li fe . 

This article was not written by a " b.nd lubber," hut by an Old 
Boy who has since spent three years a t sea. 

D. W. S COTT (Hl:J2-Hlil'i"). 

* ;:. * ·X· ·X· 

FORECAST. 
Bein!{ an excerpt fi'om the diary of one Richard J enkins, 
PufJil at the Epsom County S chool for B ny s from 1978 to 
19-84 and m ember, at the time of 1e1riting, of Form IV. 

Monday . I found I lost six rep ort marks last week, but it didn't 
hurt much. Shell were the only ones .to get a rneri:t half, 
b ecause .th·ey didn' t lose a single point. Only Latin homework 
to-night , but as old Stioky never checks it, I well't out. 
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Tuesday. Went to a Debating Socie ty Meeting. The motion was: 
" That the recent abolition of homework is a shame and a 
scandal." All the masters came and were very interested to 
see what happened. The motion was carried to frantic applause. 

Wednesday . Some workmen came ,to-day and said they might 
start thinking about taking away those concrete huts round the 
•edge of the School Fleild. Old Archer, the Biology mas.ter, had 
his gown on inside out, ,to-clay, but as it is only a shoulder
piece with a few rags hanging from it, no one minds. 

Thursday . Speech Day. Sir Blinkum Blister presented the prizes. 
He said that the happiest days of his ,life were spent at s~hool , 
tha..t character counts most, and that not every boy can win a 
prize. The longest address was given by the man voting .the 
thanks. He said h e was a self-made man, and didn't believe 
in winning prizes. All the panmts of the boys who hadn't won 
any clapped when they heard this. AU the same, Father said 
I'd got to try and do bet-ter next y ear, or no aeroplane to 
myself. 

Friday . Breaking Up Day . We all went to our form-rooms to 
conduct the necessary business, and we1·e given our copies of 
the School Magazine . It was screamingly funny, though there 
weren't any vei,led jokes about the masters in it . I heard it 
might be brought ou,t every term next y ear. I got my report. 
In the afternoon, I went and bought some cigarettes for Father, 
but it didn't do any good. When I can sit again I shall have 
-to go on sharing the rotten old Super Eaglet with Blo.nks. It 
only does 450, and I wanted to have a look at Taible Mountain 
on my own next Satu.rday. 

~~ * ·i:· * ·X· * 

PRATTLE ABOUT DADDY. 
Hush-a-bye Baby, no need ,to bawl, 
Your Da,dcly's a Warden, steel helmet and all. 
When others are rushing about helter-skelter, 
Your Daddy will see us both safe in the shelter. 

:My Daddy is a n L.D,V. 
He goes out ·with his gun. 
Oh, how h e wishes he could see 
A parachuting Hun. 

Daddy' s gard en's lovely, 
He' s planted everything. 
But oh, how I sha !ll hate ,the sight 
Of cabbages next Spring! 
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THE GREEN WALL 
I was just about .to leap over the waH when a quiet voice spoke 

up behind me, " I shouldn',t." 
It was a sunny afternoon in June, and I had been returning 

from school when my attention had been attracted by a low green 
wail, behind which grew huge trees. I had n ever noticed this 
before, and a surge of interest had swept over me. 

And so I had just been about to jump the wall when the voice 
spoke . I turned ,to observe a little old man in a thick grey overcoat 
that nean;y reached his shoes . In a protesting voice I asked wha t 
he meant, but my words 11ad no effec t on him. H e just said " I 
shouldn ' t" again and trotted away . So, as an impulse for 
adventure came over me, I jumped the wall and ran off along a 
path th rough the thick woods. 

Suddenly, to my amazement, a huge house loomed up before 
.me. I turned to run, ,but cufi.osity overcoming me, I ran up the 
steps and knocked on the door. It was open ed by an old and 
dismal-Jooking lady who said in a squeaky voice : 

" Wha t are you doing here? " 
" E r, could I have a clri,nk of water, p lease ? " I ,replied . 
" Certainly," she said, and pr,essed a small button by the door. 

There was a loud buzzing sound, and while I stared stupidly a glass 
of water and a bun came floating clown ,the passage. 

'' Drink it up,'' said the old lady calrnlly as if nothing had 
happened. But I just stood there stupefied. 

" Oh wel,l," she said, " perhaps you would like some tea," 
and she led me a-long ,the passage . 

As we walked I. looked backwards, just in time to see the bun 
and the water rise slowly to the ceiling where they finaiily dis
appeared . We continued along the pass.age, but I soon became 
aware tha,t we were rising as we waJked, as if on an invisible moving 
staircase. R eaching the -ceiling the old woman opened a door and 
led me into a large room, where a chair ran forward for me to sit 
down on it. 

'' Cup of tea, '' she caaled through a hole in the waLl, and I was 
now not at all surprised to see a large mug of tea float across the 
room into my hand . 

"Now," said the old woman when I finished my tea , "What 
are you doing here? " I fold her about the green wall and she 
shook her ·head sadly. 

"You shou,ld have taken ,the old man's warning," she said, 
'' for now you'v,e come you can never ,lea'Ve. '' 

At this I tried to Jeap to my feet and run, but found to my 
amazement I could nort move. 

" It's no use trying ,to escape," said the old woman dismally 
as she watched my useless attempts to move. " I tri,ed once, but 
it was no use. They always stop you." 

22 

I was about to ask who they we.re (for I cowld still speak) when 
a dull deep voice said , " Dinner is served," and I was shot out of 
my chair straigM ,t:hrough the hole in the wall. 

I landed ,in a large ha,H, and was immediately sat into a chair 
s tanding by a huge dinner ,table. The old woman who had 
suddenly appea11ecl beside me said, " That's where they sit " and 
she pointed to the farth est encl ,of the long tabJe . There were three 
immense dinners set ou,t there a,nd three knives and forks were 
propelling bits of meat in:to the air, ·where they would vanish, to a 
noise ,of chewing. 

Sudde11ly the old woman spoke. " They've released the 
pressu re so that we can eat ," she said , " but don't try to escape." 
I realised tha-t I could move and 'looked round fur tively, but as I 
saw one .of the fo rks poise in ,the air I hurrjedly continued my 
dinner. After a huge meail, snores ca me from the other encl of the 
table a nd the old woman whispered: 

" They're asleep. ,Now listen, there is one chance for you . 
When you're told to leave the table, leap through that green door 
ther,e and-- " bu t suddenly the snor,cs ceased, and the old woman, 
p ara•Jysed with fear, sat in silence. Then a voice that nearly 
deafened me said, " Leaive the tabJe," and I got up and slowly 
wa1ked towards ,th e door that the three knives pointed to. Then, 
with a sideways leap, I dived dean through the little green door. 
It sla mmed behind me and I was left in darkness. 

I felt myself graduaHy sliding and as I increased speed I heard 
voices behind me saying, "Stop him " ; " Close the gates " ; 
" Send the Gmck af.ter him." After sJicling fo r wha,t seemed h ours 
I suddenly landed on the woodland path, but could find nothing to 
show how I had got there. I started off <lo,vn the pa,th at a run, 
for that last J·emark " Send the Grock after him " had given me 
fear s of some horrible monster. ,But I soon sighted ,th e green wal,l 
and slowed down to a wa.Jk only to increase my speed terrifically, 
as, !,ooking baok, I observed a weird ,blue dome-shaped creature 
tearing across the ground behind me . I bea t the thing by a fraction 
of a n inch ,to the wall, but did not stop running until I was safely 
hom e. 

The next morning I slowly edged up to the road that led to 1he 
green wall and looked round the corner. I stood amazed, for there 
was no green wall. J.H. 

* * * ·X· ·Xc ·X· 
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