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GLYN COUNTY SCHOOL FOR BOYS 

1927 - 1977 

Starting from modest beginnings fifty years ago, Glyn County School for Boys has 
developed into a highly successful school of which the community it serves can be justly 
proud. In its half century of existence Glyn has had but three Headmasters. As we bid a 
fond farewell on his retirement to Dr. C.R. Bingham, the school's distinguished Head for 
the past eight years, we look forward to further success under the next Headmaster of 
Glyn. 

Headmasters 

Mr. F.L. Clark, M.A. 
Mr. N. Dawson, M.A., B.Litt. 
Mr. H.R. Richards, B.Sc. 
Dr. C.R. Bingham, M.A., D.Phil(Oxon) 
Mr. J.H. Hallam, B.A., A.K.C. 

Long Serving Staff 

1927 - 51 
195 1 - 67 
1967 - 68 
1968 - 76 
1976 -

24 yrs. 
16 yrs. 
(Acting Head) 
8 yrs. 
(Acting Head) 

The following masters have all served for more than twenty years. A great many more 
have exceeded ten years' service, a record which speaks for itself of the spirit within the 
school. 

Dr. E.W.J. Neave 1927 - 58 31 yrs. 
Mr. W.K. Dawkins 1927-71 43 yrs. 
Mr. H.R. Richards 1929 - 69 40 yrs. 
Mr. H.T. Pearce 1930- - 68 38 yrs. 
Mr. H.A.J. Hardy 1931 - 69 38 yrs. 
Mr. G.C. Massing 1935 - 55 20 yrs. 
Mr. R.B. Dorling 1942- 34 yrs. to date 
Mr. F.W. Allen 1946 ~ 68 22 yrs. 
Mr. R.H. Desbruslais 1947 - 68 21 yrs. 
Mr. W.A. Saalfeld 1947 - 71 23 yrs. 
Mr. T .S. Dunne 1949 - 27 yrs. to date 
Mr. S.J.A. Sanders 1951 - 25 yes. to date 
Mr. l.K. Hamilton 1952 - 73 21 yrs. 
Mr. B. Inchcomb 1953 - 76 23 yrs. 
Mr. K.H.M. Curtis 1955 - 21 yrs. to date 



LA YING FIRM FOUNDATIONS 

The School is Born 

Epsom County School for Boys, later to be renamed Glyn, opened its doors for the first 
time in September 1927. It was barely nine years since the Great War had ended, and the 
Somme, Passchendaele and Gallipoli were not mere names in history books but vivid 
memories. The boys entering the school for that first term had been born during the 
darkest hours of the bitterest war that the nation had ever endured. Their fathers had 
fought in it and many had not returned. 

But those young schoolboys of half a century ago were not thinking of the past, but of 
the future. In the very first issue of "Ebba's Scrip", whose eight pages had been printed 
by the boys themselves, there was a message from the Headmaster which begins: "We are 
a civilised community and must immediate.ly set down the main events of our history. 
Until we have the means of doing this we cannot rightly regard ourselves as a school. The 
necessity for this is absolute." Brave words, and without the fifty issues of "Ebba's Scrip" 
this history would have been impossible to write. 

The school began in the solid, tall Victorian building standing at the junction of Depot 
Road with Church Street now occupied by a department of the Epsom School of Art and 
Design, but then known as the Technical Institute. At the first morning Assembly 43 
boys were present, under the watchful eye of Mr. F.L. Clark, the newly-appointed Head
master, and his staff of three, Messrs. E.W.J. Neave, W.G. Turner, and W.K. Dawkins. 
Mr. Turner died tragically at the early age of 32, but the other two masters spent the rest 
of their working lives at the school. Naturally each of this small band had to cover several 
subjects - there was little specialisation in those days. 

The school grew rapidly. In 1928 the growth in numbers enabled a new House - Tudor -
to be added to the original two Houses of Abbey and St. Benets, and a fourth 
House - Carew - was founded two years later. By 1929 the hundredth boy had been 
enrolled and in that year Mr. H.R. Richards became the first addition to the staff. His 
first impressions of the dark, crowded school building were not encouraging, but teaching 
posts were hard to come by, so he decided to try it for a twelvemonth and move on. He 
finally left the school forty years later! Accommodation at the Technical Institute soon 
became overstrained. Morning Assembly was held in a smallish triangular room which 
could barely hold the staff, pupils and piano. (When necessary, it was also used as a gym). 
Proceedings were usually enlivened by the rumbling of Corporation dustcarts setting out 
·on their morning rounds down Depot Road outside the windows. 

Overcoming All Obstacles 

As well as the leaking roofs and cramped teaching conditions there was a general lack of 
school facilities. For a playground the boys used the ground now occupied by the Fire 
Station, and later, when the Fire Station was built they moved across the road to the site 
where the Health Clinic now stands. A Playing Field was obtained from the County 
Council halfway across the town at Hessle Grove, while school plays had to be performed 
in any available hall. Sports Days were held at Alexandra Recreation Ground and Speech 
Days were at Rosebery Girls' School. 



An additional inconvenience was the noise which inevitably surrounded the S1.'lt1111I , 
situated as it was on a busy Epsom street. The grinding of carts and lorries, wuri<1111111 

shouting, passers-by chatting beneath the window, and the chugging of a nearby aa~ 
engine will still be remembered by those who attended the school in the twenties 11 11 d 

thirties. Even at the first Speech Day in 1928, Sir Arthur Glyn optimistically refern:d 111 
the Playing Field, for which negotiations must still have been in progress, as the site l>i 
the "new building". 

Sports involved everyone in much effort and inconvenience. The Playing Field was hard ly 
on an ideal site, being on sloping ground and so badly drained the games could not be 
played from October to May, when all matches had to be away ones! For a changing 
room there was a flimsy shanty, half of which was occupied by an aged squatter. Wash
ing facilities were primitive, and to add insult to injury, it sometimes happened that while 
the boys were cleaning up after a hard afternoon's sport, behind the partition the 
occupant of the hut's other half was cooking his meal, filling the air with tantalising 
smells. 

The first cricket pitch was cut by hand, as the school did not possess a mowing machine, 
and Mr. Dawkins led a small army of boys over the grass armed with shears, scissors or 
anything that would cut. Football was often played with cricket stumps as goal posts and 
the ball was frequently lost in the long grass. Sports equipment such as nets, cricket pads 
and bats, etc. had to be carried across Epsom to Hessle Grove and back by perspiring 
masters and boys. Nevertheless the keenness of the players and dedication of the staff 
overcame all difficulties. 

Hard Times, Good Companions 

The small numbers of boys and staff and t)le shared discomforts made for a wonderful 
spirit of fellowship in those early years. How proudly Mr. Clark announced in 1930 that 
it was nearly a year since the hundredth pupil had entered the school! He always took a 
personal interest in the careers of Old Boys and continually emphasised the value of 
education in practical as well as academic terms, as when he remarked one Speech Day 
that all those who had left with School Certificates had succeeded in obtaining jobs (no 
mean achievement in the '30s). His fatherly interest in ex-pupils' manifested itself later 
during the war when he turned the school magazine into a link between the school and 
those Old Boys serving in the Forces. 

The homely atmosphere of a small group, now, alas, gone for ever, is seen in the accounts 
of visits to, for example, the Ashtead Artificial Silk Factory by the Lower Vth in 1929 or 
the Epsom Sewage Works the following year, faithfully recorded in the rather shaky print 
of "Ebba's Scrip". 

When Mr. H.A.J. Hardy arrived for his interview for a post at the school (to begin a career 
which was to span nearly four decades) the local policeman was unable to direct him to 
the place! Mr. H.T. Pearce, who had joined the staff a year earlier, in 1930, as Physics 
Master, recalls how the Headmaster used to invite members of staff to dinner, where 
pleasant evenings were passed, during which Mr. Clark often sang his favourite Gilbert and 
Sullivan solos. Mr. Pearce's form room was the "Plumbers' Shop", for the rooms in the old 
Technical institute were still known by their previous craft functions. Turned into the 
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"Physics Lab" by the addition of a few flat topped tables and stools, it was also the 
meeting place of the Stamp Club and Chess Club and the only place where stage scenery 
and electrical equipment could be built, though storage was a great headache. 

It was during those days that Mr. Pearce and Mr. Richards, during their walks over the 
Downs, worked out a couple of good cross-country routes and after that found them
selves responsible for several years for setting out markers and arranging the courses. 

The school's first Secretary, Mr. Hopper, deserves a mention. His "office" was a cramped 
cubby-hole beneath the stairs, from which he efficiently carried out his duties. He had 
lived in Russia up to the time of the Revolution, and, it was said, had been sentenced to 
death by the Bolsheviks. 

The First L eavers and Sixth Formers 

By the end of the school year in July 1931 the school felt that it had established itself. 
The boys who had entered as third formers in 1927 had sat their School Certificate 
Examination and most of them had gone forth into the wide world. A second batch, 
almost twice as large, had entered for the Examination that summer. Now there was a 
sixth form (even if only three boys) and at the lower end of the school an additional form 
had been added. Mr. H.T. Pearce, who joined the school in 1930, remembers pleasant 
evenings with the sixth form when once a term Mr. Neave and himself invited them - all 
three - to coffee, and they talked the evening away. 

For the first time the school magazine was professionally printed. In 1931 the first 
Cricket XI played their first match on the school field, now kept in trim by the grounds
man, Mr. Boyle. Since 1930 there had been both first and second teams at both Cricket 
and Football and they were doing well against their old rivals Sutton County School and 
other local schools. The Chess Club was already proving one of the most popular school 
societies, foreshadowing its later growth and national fame. 

The next year saw the introduction of House plays, each of the four Houses providing its 
own material, actors and producers. This continued to be an annu-al competition for 
many years, in addition to the School Play, which hardly ever missed a year even during 
the war. The school Plays have usually been quite ambitious, often Shakespeare or a 
Restoration comedy, with sometimes a modern or unusual work. They have given genera
tions of boys an insight into great drama and our English literary heritage, as well as 
pleasure and self-confidence. It is interesting to note that proceeds from the School Play 
produced at Christmas 1934 went to relieve distress at Jarrow, then suffering badly from 
the economic slump. 

New Buildings for an Expanding School 

The steady increase in numbers and the inconvenience caused by the unsuitable building 
made the provision of better accommodation more urgent each year. In 1935 it was 
officially announced that a new school was to be built on the Playing Field site. Work 
began the following year but it was not until September 1938 that it became possible to 
move. The new school year opened with building workers still busy hammering and 
sawing, and as "Ebba's Scrip" put it "they almost sat in class with us." But nobody cared, 
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as the squalor of the Church Street site was gone for ever. The new buildings sccnwd 
incredibly spacious and it now became possible to have showers after games, to holtl 11 

Sports Day at the School, there was a proper library instead of a single cupboard, and 11 

large permanent stage for School Plays. There were now 234 boys at Hessle Grove ancl 11 q 

the school was planned for a maximum capacity of 490 there seemed no need to worry 
about accommodation for a long time to come. A further landmark in 1938 was tilt: 
founding of the Old Boys' Association, which continues to flourish today. 

The next school year began at the same time as the Second World War, and soon the Play 
ing Field was ringed with air raid shelters. Several masters joined the Forces and 
temporary staff, including many lady teachers, took their place. During 1940 and 1941 
lessons were often interrupted by air raid warnings, though fortunately the school 
suffered very little damage. Lessons continued under cover and on at least one occasion 
examinations were taken by candle-light in the shelters. 
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THE SCHOOL AT WAR 

Hostilities Engulf Schoolboys 

One fine summer's day in 1934, in the old city of Coblentz, where the Moselle flows into 
the Rhine, the Reich Minister for Propaganda was due to address a mass meeting of 
storm-troopers. Dr. Joseph Goebbels, the only member of the Nazi ruling clique with any 
higher education, whose self-confessed ambition was "to unleash volcanic passions, to set 
masses of people on the march, to organise hatred and despair with ice-cold calculation", 
roared up to the meeting at forty miles an hour with a soldier on each running board of 
his car. Among the spectators was a visitor from Epsom and his vivid account of the day 
appeared in "Ebba's Scrip" the following year. The young writer was obviously impres
sed by what he saw. He described the stage management of the scene, enormous banners 
waving in the wind, smart well-turned out goose-stepping storm troopers. 

"The discipline of the soldiers is superb. In our subsequent tour we saw at all villages and 
towns groups of men being strictly drilled, and when they are on parade this training is 
very much in evidence. The onlookers raised their arms in the Nazi salute, and then 
hurried off to stand in the broiling sun for an hour or so to hear once again the praises of 
their leader, Herr Hitler. In every house and hotel which we entered we saw at least one 
portrait. The German people speak of him with reverence. He is their Leader." 

This fascinating and terrible glimpse of a nation selling its soul, as seen through the eyes 
of an Epsom schoolboy over forty years ago, is surely an historic fragment. Did the writer 
ever revisit Coblentz, one wonders? Perhaps as a bomber pilot, or a peaceful tourist in the 
'50s or 60s? 

No less historic are the many letters and stories appearing in "Ebba's Scrip" during 1941-
45. At first there was little to report from far-off battle zones, but in the January 1941 
issue there appeared this reminder that Epsom, too, was in the firing line. It was written 
by a third-former. 

"In the month of November Jerry happened to pay a visit to Epsom. Droning like a busy 
bee, he at last saw the station, I suppose. It was a pretty clear night too. I was half asleep 
in bed and could hear him. Suddenly the air was rent by a terrible whistle. I knew no 
more; two bombs had hit my house. I crashed from the first floor to the ground floor 
without knowing it, for I was knocked unconscious. 

When I woke up, I found that I could not move an inch. I found myself trapped under 
my bed and I felt very cold for I was only in my pyjamas. The dust and dirt were getting 
into my eyes. I heard my mother shouting for help so I did the same. It was quite five 
minutes before they found us and immediately they began to dig us out. My mother was 
rescued first, but they had quite a job getting me out. At last they got me out and took 
me to the ambulance. I had no broken bones, which was lucky, but I had plenty of 
bruises. My mother and I were taken to hospital and there we were treated as well as we 
could wish. I learnt afterwards that my father had been killed." 
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A Day in 1940 

In the same issue there is a diary of a day in the school during the summer of 1940. 

"8.45. The bell goes -- boys file in the door - they look tired. Most of them were up all 
night, some spent an uncomfortable ten hours in the shelters. Others, seniors, were on 
duty. 

8.50. Prayers. The school hall is half empty, the masters' line is ragged, some are missing. 
The Headmaster enters, scans the half-empty hall, and begins the lesson. 

9.0. Prayers over, juniors scuttle to their formrooms excitedly discussing the night's 
blitz. I've got an incendiary' - 'That bomb wasn't far away from us' - ' Look at this 
splinter!' 

Lessons begin. Half-way through the period the siren goes. Some faces brighten visibly 
espicially when certain subjects are progressing. Soon there is a stream of boys between 
the school and the trenches. There is no panic, the movement is orderly. 

In the trenches, however, pandemonium reigns. Prefects, looking rather harrassed, en
deavour to create order amid the gloom. 

Ah! A master! 'Less noise! ' A match flickers, the lamp is lit. Oral teaching begins. Out
side, prefects sit on top of the trenches or on the grass. Those masters who are not taking 
forms talk together on the field. 

10.17. A humming is heard. No one pays any attention, for there have been many false 
alarms already. 

Suddenly fourteen Dorniers sail over the trees about 5,000 feet up. A prefect realizes 
what they are, the alarm is given and masters and prefects cram into the trenches. Three 
Spitfires plunge into the German formation_ machine-gunning, and a number of thumps 
are heard. All wait tensely for - what? 

11.00. The 'All Clear' sounds. Boys emerge from the trenches as from prison, survey the 
faint vapour trails above, and move toward school. Morning school continues. 

13 .00. Afternoon school begins. 

The Vlth form look at each other. Perhaps it's too much to hope for a raid-free after
noon? 

14.30. Sure enough the siren sounds and the procedure is repeated. 

14.45. Prefects shut their books and look hopefully at the sky. An 'All Clear'? No , drat , 
we could be home by now. 

15 .00. The masters form a group and talk for some minutes; then they separate and 
taking slips of paper from their pockets, enter the trenches. The County School Convoy 
System is in operation! Boys separate into groups according to their districts and are 
taken away under supervision of a master. 

16.00. The school is clear. The last group has gone. Prefects breathe a sigh of relief and go 
home. 

Another day is over, but our cares are not finished. Homework has to be done, sometimes 
under difficulties, in the shelter or beneath a heavy barrage. Still, we manage." 
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The First Lady Teachers 

Apart from an incendiary bomb in the quad and a dud A.A. shell in the field which 
arrived in the night, the school escaped direct damage during this period. The few 
windows in the safer passages were covered with cellophane and in the event of the boys 
not being able to reach the shelters ( called "trenches" in the diary above) in time these 
passages were to be used as havens of refuge. 

The new lady teachers sometimes felt a bit apprehensive about taking games and having 
to learn the offside rule, for instance. Here are the impressions of one arriving to take the 
sixth form. 

"Arrive to find an impressive looking Service gasmask and steel helmet labelled H.G. lying 
on the front bench. Some feelings of apprehension, which are fully realized on arrival of 
Zoller and the rest of the Vlth. (Should I dare to tell a member of the Home Guard to 
stop talking, if necessary?). Self-respect partly restored by discovering that even the Vlth 
are human. Isn't there a Latin proverb to the effect that it is human to err? Even the 
Science Vlth don't get all their chemistry right." 

Another female member of staff comments: 

"Live and learn, Miss', remarked one boy approvingly as you happened for once to blow 
the whistle at the right time. This motto is the fitting one to sum up our first term here. 
Girls' schools may be more peaceful, but a class of thirty boys, once somewhat 
formidably strange, does seem now to consist of quite reasonable beings if tackled the 
right way. They take their punishment without malice and are full of enthusiasm and 
these are two great virtues." 

Meanwhile here are the impressions of a new boy, B.G. Little , who entered the school in 
1941. Do first-formers still feel like this? 

"I wondered just how many boys those huge buildings could accommodate, and whether 
I would make any difference to the school. But what little I saw when I got inside con
vinced me that I would be very small indeed. When the term began I wandered rather 
desolately around the playground feeling rather like a lost sheep in a pack of wolves .... 
The playing fields looked very grand and large and I was amazed to see a Bristol "Bull
dog" fighter standing in a corner of the field. Later I learned it was for the Air Cadets and 
I envied them very much ...... " 

Old Boys go to War 

During the years "Ebba's Scrip" was used as a link between the school and the hundreds 
of Old Boys serving throughout the world. Scores of letters from ex-pupils were printed 
and it is difficult to choose from such a wealth of material. Only a small selection will be 
quoted here, but enough, it is hoped, to give some idea of life in those days. 

"I was enjoying my first spell at home after having been presented with my "wings". It 
was only a week-end but it was worth it, and, after being halted with the now familiar cry 
of "Hallo, you home again", I stopped to talk to a lady of about 30 whom I knew 
slightly: "You're in the Air Force aren't you?" she said. I answered in the affirmative. 
"What are you exactly?" "A pifot" I replied proudly looking at my new wings. "Oh!" she 
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said, "I suppose they haven't let you handle the controls yet have they?" Exit self, feeling 
smaller! " 

The above story was told by Sergeant-Pilot B.M. Fournier, who was later reported 
missing. 

In the January 1942 issue of a graphic account of a raid on enemy tankers off the French 
coast by R.L. Smith, who was afterwards awarded the D.F.M. for this exploit. It was a 
low level attack on a heavily defended target. This is a short extract. "Now the real 
trouble started - as we had to straighten out to drop the bombs we were within 70 yards 
of the anti-aircraft ships .... Suddenly our starboard engine gave birth to bits and pieces, 
a shell having burst, we found out later, in one of ou r cylinders, causing the starboard 
main plane (wing) to dip towards the sea - for one moment it seemed as if we must hit 
the water as we were only at a mere 100 feet , but more by good luck than judgement I 
managed to right her and off we streaked for home still under fire from the ships and 
struggling to keep out of the sea on our one good engine . I was told later that both ships 
had broken in two with clouds of dirty black smoke belching for hours up to a thousand 
feet or so . Our only danger now was enemy fighters, but none appeared - for which we 
were well and truly thankful." 

Some got a taste of war even before training was finished. This is part of a letter from 
R.W. Troughton, who later died at sea. 

"As with many thousands of others, the military call-up broke up my home , and off I had 
to go. I spent a very pleasant sixteen weeks at H.M.S. Collingwood. I had my first baptism 
of fire at that camp, for we were bombed twice. The first attack was hardly worthy of 
mention, but in the other attack a few of my friends were either killed or hurt. I can only 
attribute my escape to Providence, as a 500 lb. bomb fell only 30 feet away. 

In the final examination at Collingwood, I f~el I put a feather in the Old School 's cap, for 
I passed first out of the fifty who sat , obtaining 584 marks out of 600. By heading the 
list, I received a recommendation for early promotion, and whereas the majority of the 
other 49 who sat were drafted to trawlers, I received a draft to H.M.A.S. " Napier" , a new 
destroyer flotilla leader." 

There is an enormous variety of stories from all over the globe. The writer who found 
that the races at Happy Valley in Hong Kong reminded him of Derby Day, someone else 
shaking scorpions out of his boots in Trinidad, or sampling the fabulous hospitality of the 
residents of Durban, which was a by-word among all British troops lucky enough to visit 
that city. 

On All Fronts 

War is not all excitement or drama. Sometimes it is boredom, boredom moreover in a 
strange climate ... 

"The winds remind me of opening the oven door at home, but I neither see nor smell 
such nice things as there were behind that oven door. Bully beef certainly tastes nice with 
dry biscuits after a duststorm, you should try it sometime .. _. Hot chlorinated water is 
delightful, delicious and delectable - to tell the truth it reminds me of the old days in the 
lab ..... Where I am now the ground is infested with ants, white, black and red, and 
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giant ants. They are everywhere and eat everything except rubber and army biscuits . ... " 

So wrote W.J. Spurgeon from a location "out east". Others found another sort of cli
mate. D.W. Scott is telling of his experiences in a bad Atlantic gale ..... 

"Our bad weather commenced with a heavy fall of snow about seven inches deep. Then 
came the increased wind and driving sleet accompanied by a drop in temperature to about 
12 degrees below zero. Everything frozenstiff and ropes were like bars of iron. Icicles 
about four feet long formed on the funnel. Some idea of the intense cold may be 
gathered by the fact that the temperature in the inner funnel is 600 degrees F. The ship 
was unable to make any headway owing to the high seas running and was hove-to for 
about thirty-six hours. During this period our lifeboats, which were slung out ready for 
lowering, started to come adrift. We tried to lash them, but with ropes in frozen con
dition this was of no avail, and we reluctantly cut three of them adrift and let them go 
overboard. Of the remaining three boats, one broke in half and another had its keel 
broken. The one serviceable boat was only small, accommodating 24 men. Our crew 
numbered about 90. It is very unpleasant to sail in submarine waters without life
boats ..... " 

The receipt of the school magazine was much appreciated by Old Boys far from home. 
From Somaliland S.G. Soper wrote: 

" I should like to thank you very much for sending me a copy of "Ebba's Scrip". I have 
enjoyed reading it very much and have found every part of it interesting to me. I was very 
sorry to see that three of the Old Boys have been killed in action ..... I send my best 
wishes to you, the Staff and all the Old Boys of the school, and I hope that it'll not be 
long before we shall all be able to meet in the school once more ..... 

I was very pleased to see that the school is still doing well at football and cricket. I shall 
always remember the enjoyable games I played for the school." 

Paul Burdon found the magazine interesting, too. He began his letter from the Middle 
East by asking: 

·'When is the next issue of "Ebba's Scrip" going to be issued? My last one went the 
rounds of the Mess and was last seen by me in the hands of an Indian havildar who was 
enjoying it immensely ..... " 

War, in its even-handed way, dealt out death and triumph, boredom and terror, cruelty 
and humour, even beauty. R.G. Maskell was in the Artillery, travelled to South Africa, 
North Africa, and took part in the disastrous Greek campaign of 1941. After the 
evacuation from Greece, he had this to say : 

"I like the Greeks very much. Even when it was obvious to most of them that we were 
evacuating, they still treated us the same as before ..... They were a plucky lot and fully 
lived up to the tradition of ancient Greece ..... I am very pleased I took part in the cam
paign and think myself lucky to have visited such a fine country." 

In a later letter, the last to the school before his death in Libya in 1942, he described his 
Greek experiences in more detail: 

''Our journey took us through Thebes, Lamia and Larissa, which had been badly damaged 
through an earthquake, and the whole way the scenery was marvellous, being totally dif-
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ferent from anything I had previously seen. We spent one night in camp at the foot of 
Mount Olympus, and although the front was only ten miles away it was very peaceful in 
the evening, the only sounds being the tinkle of cow-bells and the birds singing, and as I 
looked over the valley with its green fields, trees and shepherds' cottages dotted about, 
and the great snow-capped peak towering above all, I found it hard to realise that the war 
was so near. The next day, however, I found out, for we moved up into the front and 
were dive-bombed and machine-gunned incessantly, and I had one or two narrow escapes. 
The air attacks continued right up to our evacuation, but the worst day was while we 
were at camp at the foot of Mount Parnassos, when planes attacked continuously from 
dawn 'till dusk, and we had to keep under cover the whole time ....... " 

School life continues to Flourish 

But what of life back at Epsom? Apart from those on active service most of the staff 
including the Headmaster were air raid wardens, masters and sixth formers took their turn 
at fire-watching and Civil Defence, while some joined the Home Guard. In 1942 the 
school took part in its first harvest camp, at Bletchworth, to be followed by others, 
where, in common with schoolchildren all over the country, the boys of Epsom County 
School helped to keep the nation fed. 

In early 1941 the Air Training Corps had been formed and squadrons sprang up all over 
the country. In Epsom and Ewell 323 Squadron was formed and was commanded by 
Mr. C.E. Pritchard, a maths master at the school, which provided one of the squadron's 
three flights, under Mr. H.R. Richards as Flight Commander. Through the war years the 
sight and sound of cadets being drilled was a familiar one to the residents of Hessle Grove, 
while an old Bristol Bulldog, used for instruction, stood on the Playing Field. Once, too, 
the Royal Artillery demonstrated 25-pounders on the Playing Field, and there was also a 
display of tanks which left the ground in rather a churned-up state! 

Despite the difficulties of wartime the school was succeeding in its educational task. In 
1941, despite the winter bombing, seventeen School Certificates were obtained, in 
1942 - thirty, in 1943 - 38, and in 1944 - 44! The school intake was rapidly rising, and 
even in 1942 it was necessary to split the school Speech Day into a morning and an after
noon session. Several new forms were added in that year, and as not enough desks and 
seats were available, odd bits and pieces of furniture salvaged from blitzed schools were 
put to use. 

School is Evacuated 

After the raids of 1940-41 command of the air over Britain passed to the R.A.F. and 
there were peaceful nights. But at half-term in Spring I 944 the first flying bombs fell, one 
dropping near West Ewell station. Mr. Richards was on fire watching duty one night when 
one fell and exploded in the brickfields beyond the school. That was the nearest that 
Hitler got to destroying the school. It blew the door off the Gym, but did little other 
damage. However, the "doodle-bug" menace caused the evacuation of most of the pupils 
to continue thei r education in safer parts of England. M.G. Skipp describes the 
experiences of one group of evacuees. 
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"We whiled away the eight-hour train journey with games of chess, draughts and lexicon. 
But our efforts at relieving boredom were not as successful as that of the boy (not from 
our school) who pulled the communication cord and stopped the train. On our arrival at 
Wade bridge in Cornwall we were promptly marched off to the Town Hall. Here the scene 
resembled a grand-scale Christmas party; kindly Cornish people had extended to "the 
foreigners" the hand of welcome; a hand, moreover, holding buns and cups of tea which 
were rapidly consumed by hungry youngsters." 

The flying bombs continued for some time, causing great difficulties in organising the 
summer examinations, and forcing the postponement of Speech Day until October. But 
the war was coming to a close. Old Boys were at D-Day, the Rhine crossing, the victories 
in the Far East, and elsewhere . In 1945 they started to return from the four corners of 
the globe. 

Old Boys who gave their Lives 

When the final Roll of Honour was drawn up, it showed tliat 31 Old Boys had died during 
the war years. 

Bill Page was one of five brothers that attended Glyn, three of them being first day pupils 
when the school opened in 192 7. He became a pre-war test pilot and joined the 
R.A.F.V.R. in 1938. He fought all through the Battle of Britain and, according to school 
tradition, pursued German planes over the school. Squadron Leader Page, as he became, 
was killed in action in May 1944. 

D.T. Dawson served in the Royal Armoured Corps, having been in the leading tank in the 
breakthrough at El Alamein, fought right through the final North African campaign only 
to be killed near its end in Tunisia. 

J .L. Rawson, who had been a good all-round athlete during his time at the school, 
escaped from a Japanese prisoner-of-war camp with others, became the acknowledged 
leader of the party and after high adventure was swept overboard and perished in a great 
storm. 

These are a handful of names to represent them all. 

On Sunday, October 1st, 1950 the Memorial commemmorating the Old Boys who gave 
their lives was dedicated by the Archbishop of Docking and unveiled by a member of the 
junior school. As part of the dedication service the first School Captain, S. White, 
addressed the congregation with a moving speech, ending with the words: "Here in this 
pleasant quadrangle their names will remain as a permanent record of their sacrifice, a 
source of pride to all who knew them, and an inspiration for generations of pupils yet to 
come." 

It is fitting, perhaps, to end this chapter with a fragment of a letter from E.W. Anstey, 
who was to see action at Anzio and who made the Army his life career, achieving high 
rank. It was written at a time when the tide of war had not yet turned in our favour. 

"This November evening, as I look over the parkland where the elms are growing shadowy 
in the mist and the lumbering steel contraptions are hushed beneath their tarpaulins, my 
mind strays to those twin elms by the old "first pitch." The men at tea in the dining hall 
are of one spirit with their comrades-in-arms who are counted by the million. They are of 
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one spirit with those whom we remember, those who grew up with the ideal expressed in 
the School motto, "Tenax propositi; ultiora peto" and who, today apply that ideal to the 
service of their country in many foreign lands and under every different circumstances. It 
is the spirit that will ensure, no matter how the political structure of this world may alter, 
no matter how its economic basis be changed, that soon, from the touchline beneath the 
elms, those glad old cries will echo as Abbey, St. Benet, Tudor and Carew battle for 
supremacy as they did on many a November afternoon in the years gone by." 
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FORGING AHEAD IN THE FIFTIES 

The Post-War Success Story 

The return of peace opened a new chapter in the life of the school. In common with all 
other maintained schools, fundamental changes were brought about by the Butler 
Education Act of 1944. The school now became Epsom Grammar School. Fees were 
abolished (they had stood at four guineas a term for those living within the Borough, and 
ten guineas for those outside) and entry was determined by the new "eleven-plus" 
examination which replaced the Common Entrance. A grammar school type of education 
now became available to more and more boys. Even by 1948 the buildings that had 
seemed so spacious ten years before were too small for the increased numbers, which had 
now reached 500, in the care of a staff of 23. 

The school's academic reputation was growing fast. Instead of the number of School 
Certificates obtained, the Head's speech on Speech Days now mentioned University 
entrants and successful graduates. In July 1945 the guest speaker called for a half day's 
l:wliday in honour of P.J. Jutsum, who had recently attained a first class Honours degree 
at Reading University. By 1949 there were 24 Old Boys at Universities or Colleges, and 
during the Fifties the trickle became a steady stream, until in 1958 twenty boys entered 
university in a single year. 

The First Headmaster Retires 

In 1951 the Headmaster, Mr. F.L. Clark, who had guided and managed the school for 
twenty-four years, retired. He had seen tremendous changes during that period - the 
school had grown from a handful of third formers to a balanced, thriving, firmly 
established community. Probably none except those who taught in the school during the 
first ten years can realise the difficulties that had to be overcome, the setbacks and 
triumphs. But Mr. Clark overcame all obstacles, from public indifference to the harsh 
trials of wartime, to win an everlasting place in the history of Glyn. 

During the First World War he had held a commission in the Border Regiment, and was 
badly wounded in the Battle of the Somme. Before coming to the school, he had been on 
the staff of two other schools, at Heversham and Shrewsbury. A true historian, he took a 
great interest in Epsom's past, and wrote several articles and books on local history. 

He was succeeded by Mr. N. Dawson, who had for thirteen years prior to his coming to 
Epsom been Headmaster of Heversham Grammar School where Mr. Clark had once 
taught. The new Headmaster, ably assisted by Mrs. Dawson, threw himself into the life of 
the school. He had a passionate interest in the theatre , and three months after his arrival 
personally produced the School Play "A Midsummer Night's Dream". He continued to 
produce the School Play for the next five years. 

The Subject Range Increases 

This was a period of gradual innovation. In 1953 Biology was introduced, and four years 
later the school gained its first Scholarship in Biology to Cambridge University. The first 
Biology "laboratory" was somewhat lacking in equipment, the sink having neither tap nor 
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outlet, and water had to be fetched in buckets from the cleaners' room. Even after drain
age was installed, it was still faulty at first, as each time the sink was emptied "rain" fell 
in the Geography room below. Soon, however, a well-equipped laboratory was installed, 
and meanwhile Mr. Hamilton, the new Biology master, had acquired the nickname of 
"Doctor Death" which he retained until his retirement in 1973. 

The Fifties were years of steady expansion. Metalwork was introduced, more and more 
classrooms were added to the site in the form of exterior huts, and the school acquired 
workshops and a proper Dining Hall. Up to then meals had been eaten on portable tables 
in the main hall often to the continual piping of whistles used by the masters in an effort 
to keep down the noise level. When some of the new classrooms, nicknamed "Shanty 
Town" by the irreverent, were finished, it was seen that the Architect had misjudged the 
height of the blackboards, so that even the shortest masters had to stoop to use them. A 
personal visit from the responsible official was needed before the boards could be re
positioned. 

In 19 52 the woodcuts on page headings which have adorned the pages of "Ebba's Scrip" 
for a quarter of a century first appeared, the work of J.D. Bryce, one of the talented 
pupils of the Art Master, Mr. Harvey-Bloom, who had himself contributed many fine 
woodcuts to the magazine. 

1953 saw the formation of the school's first athle tics team and the first Physical Edu
cation Display with ninety boys performing in unison. This was the first of several such 
displays. In the autumn of 1954 the school choir was formed and gave its first hospital 
concerts. The Combined Cadet Force was founded in 1955 and regarded by Mr. Dawson 
as one of the most important innovations in the school. Apart from preparing boys for 
National Service it provided many with an insight into the military virtues. Two years 
later the annual inspection was taken by Major Anstey (later Brigadier) himself an Old 
Boy. 

The buildings known as "C Block" were completed by 19 57. In the following year there 
were 100 boys in the sixth form alone. Boys were now entering Glyn whose fathers had 
been pupils before them, even in some cases to be taught by the same masters! In 1959 
the Old Boys who had become Oxford or Cambridge undergraduates decided to hold a 
dinner at the Spread Eagle in Epsom with the Headmaster as Guest of Honour, and this 
became an annual event. 

Parent Staff Association Formed 

Among the activities he initiated during his first year as Headmaster, Mr. Dawson started 
a Parent-Staff Association. This proved to be a very effective way of forging a link 
between home and school, and from the very first started actively raising funds and 
carrying out social functions. 

The great Glyn Fairs of 1958 and 1959 , which featured the Third U.S. Air Force Band, 
among many other things, and in which over £5 ,000 was raised, was o rganised by the 
Association and provided much of the money for the building of the "New Room" (now 
known as the Dawson Room). This was the first of its kind to be built in the country and 
serves as a Sixth Form Common Room and meeting place for the many school societies. 
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It is a'n enduring example of what can be achieved by the enthusiasm and efforts of 
parents, and was officially opened in 1961 in the presence of Mr. Baird, Chief Education 
Officer for Surrey, by Mr. Peter Rawlinson, M.P. for Epsom and Ewell. 

Since then an even larger Careers Room has been built by funds raised by the Glyn 
Parent-Staff Association, and has been named the Bingham Room in honour of the 
school's third Headmaster. Less impressive but worthy of notice are the many other gifts 
from the Association, including the provision of books for the library and the gift of a 
Flymo Lawnmower for the Social Services Group who tend the gardens of elderly or 
bedridden folk in the neighbourhood. The latest gift to the School by the P.S.A. made at 
the time of going to Press is a mini-bus, for use of the Staff to transport boys to sporting 
and various other activities. 

New Societies and Sports 

Mr. Dawson took an active part in the formation of new societies but some had already 
been going for a long time. For example, in 1960 the Senior Scientific Society held its 
200th meeting. As the years went by and the school increased in size new interests 
emerged. The sixth formers naturally play a major part in society work and it is one of 
the advantages of a school with a wide range that the juniors can be helped and 
encouraged in their sport, hobbies and interests by the older boys to their mutual benefit. 
New sports were introduced into the school during the Fifties - badminton, fencing and 
basketball. The last-named has enjoyed spectacular success. Under the excellent training 
provided by a succession of dedicated masters, it grew from small beginnings until in 
1966 the Basketball team won the All-England Schools Championships. 

Loyal Founders are Lost 

In 1958 Dr. Neave, the Deputy Headmaster, who had formed one of Mr. Clark's original 
team, retired. For 38 years he had been part of the school, absent only during his war 
service, and had been Head of the Science Department and Careers Master. The previous 
year Mr. Clark, after only six years of retirement, had died. During his retirement he had 
written "New Light on Epsom Wells" which records the town's heyday as an 18th 
Century spa. 

New Playing Fields 

Until the early Fifties, Priest Hill had been farming land, but in 1960 it was converted 
into a superb playing field, shared by many schools. Despite its distance from the school 
it is an excellent site, even though during the first season it was necessary to remove 
hundreds of flints from the pitches before games could be played! 

In that year "Ebba's Scrip" expanded by almost half again to a record size of 80 pages 
with a large literary section containing poems, stories and articles in profusion. 

Helping Hand Fund 

1963 saw the debut of the Helping Hand Fund, based on a small weekly contribution 
from the boys, which, wheff large enough sums have been collected, go to a charity 
selected by a committee formed by boys and staff. Overseas emergency and famine relief 
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often benefit from the fund. At the Open Day of J 965, moving letters of appreciation 
from a Nigerian boy leper who had been adopted by the school were on display, together 
with the cheering news that the week before he had been discharged cured. 

Mr. Dawson Retires 

The following year the Headmaster's retirement was announced and to mark the 
appreciation of all who had known him the Parent-Staff Association organised an evening 
of presentations during which the Mayor of Epsom and Ewell, speaking as the parent of 
two Glyn boys, expressed the parents' admiration and gratitude. Several prominent 
speakers added their tributes to Mr. Dawson, including the Borough Education Officer, 
Mr. Wallis, who declared that he found it unnecessary to expound on the school's many 
self-evident achievements. Next day the whole school assembled to bid their farewell to 
the Headmaster and he retired to live in the Lake District which he loved so well. We are 
pleased to record that Mr. Dawson is still actively enjoying his retirement. 

Fond Memories 

Mr. H.T. Pearce, who spent 38 years at Glyn as a physics master, retired in 1968 with 
many cherished memories. He recalls awaiting his appointment interview and sitting next 
to Mr. Angus Wilson, of subsequent fame as an author. For many years Mr. Wilson acted 
as producer of the School Plays with Mr. Pearce making the stage lighting equipment with 
great ingenuity, which sufficiently impressed Angus Wilson to write a book on "Light
ing for Amateur Stages." 

Mr. Pearce also recalls with affection a particularly rowdy fifth former who undertook to 
raise enough money from his friends to buy tickets to the School Play for the children in 
the local Dr. Barnado's Home. He proceeded to raise sufficient funds to enable all 40 of 
the children in the Home to participate in th~ school's enjoyment. 

Top Flight Academic Achievements 

The high academic levels that Glyn had reached by 1967 can be judged by a survey 
published that year which showed that the average proportion of school leavers with 
minimum university entry qualifications (two "A" levels) was then 33% in the average 
grammar school, 56% in public schools, and 63% in direct grant schools. The comparable 
figure for Glyn was no less than 71 %, placing it in the top flight of academic achievement 
of schools throughout the country. The firm foundations had been painstakingly, and 
indeed lovingly, built on by successive members of staff, fired by the enthusiasm of their 
pupils. Glyn was now set to move into even higher gear and its achievements were to 
exceed all expectations under the guidance of the new Head, Dr. C.R. Bingham. 
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Sir Arthur Glyn Mr. F.L. Clark (Headmaster 1927- 51) 

Mr. N. Dawson (JJeadmaster 1951- 67) Dr. C.R. Bingham (Headmaster 1968- 76) 



The Technical Institute in Church Street, Epsom. This building was the School's home for 
its first 11 years. 

The staff of Epsom County School for Boys round about 1935. From left to right, top 
are: Messrs. H.T. Pearce, H.A.J. Hardy, H.R. Richards and G.C. Massing. Bottom: Messrs. 
E. W.J. Neave, F.L. Clark (Headmaster) and W.K. Dawkins. 

II 

These pictures, taken in February 1938, show work progressing on the buildings of the 
present school. 

I 
' s ' "' . 

The "Hessle Grove" site was occupied in September of the same year, and was a great 
improvement on the Church Street building. 
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On October 1st 1950 the School War Memorial was unveiled. It commemorates the 
thirty-one Old Boys who died in the War. 

The School Play for 1953 was Sir James Bridie's "Tobias and the Angel", one of several 
produced by the Headmaster, Mr. N. Dawson. 

IV 

The Annual Inspection of the Combined Cadet Force in 1958. The School contingent was 
formed in 1955 and disbaf!ded ten years later. 

The Glyn Chess Teams meet ( and defeat) teams from Kingston Grammar School in 1960. 

V 



Dr. Neave, who had retired the previous year, presents the first year Cross Country prize 
to Davey at the 1959 School Sports. 

M. Voisey leads in the senior mile in the 1959 Sports, the year before he went up to 
Oxford University. 

VI 

The Dawson Room soon after its opening in 1961, the first Sixth Form "Common 
Room" in the country. Its construction was organised and paid for by the Glyn Parent 
Staff Association. 

The School viewed from the playing field. 
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External view of the Dawson Room before building of the new Careers Room, to be ad
joined, commenced in 19 72. 

~- ;iJ,~ 

The completed Careers Room, now named the Bingham Room, to the left of the picture, 
adjoining the Dawson Room. The Parent Staff Association organised and paid over 
£20,000 for these two gifts to the School. 
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GL YN'S GOLDEN JUBILEE APPROACHES 

Glyn 's Third Head 

After a short period during which Mr. H.R. Richards was Acting Headmaster, 
Dr. C.R. Bingham was welcomed in 1968 as the third Headmaster since the school was 
founded. He came with an enviable reputation after his previous nine highly successful 
years as Headmaster of Mitcham County Grammar School. In his first Speech Day he 
announced that the New Room was to be re-named the Dawson Room in honour of his 
predecessor. That same year a record number of 14 boys gained admission to Oxford and 
Cambridge, while a further 63 were admitted to Universities or Colleges of Advanced 
Technology. 

The last of the Old Bn'gade 

In 1969 Mr. H.R. Richards and Mr. H.A.J. Hardy both retired, the former after forty 
years at Glyn. Mr. Richards joined in 1929 to teach mathematics, physics, chemistry and 
also take games, but as the school grew most of his time was required for mathematics 
tuition. He had been Deputy Head for many years and his departure after so long a period 
of service marked the end of an era. 

In February 1971 the last link with the founding team of masters was broken with the 
death of Mr. W.K. Dawkins, who had served the school for 43 years, a record which will 
probably always be unique. He had entered the teaching profession well over half a 
century before, having started in a Herefordshire school in 1915. Twice wounded in the 
First World War, he returned to his original school in 1919 and moved to Epsom on the 
opening of the County School for Boys in 1927. Although his main subject was Latin, he 
was also the first Games master. A schoolmaster of the "old school", generations of Glyn 
boys will remember learning about the wars of Caesar or Latin verbs under his stern eye. 
Tragically, he did not enjoy the retirement he so richly deserved, as he had been planning 
to retire the following August. To commemorate his life of service to the school a Gingko 
Balboa tree was planted in the Quadrangle by Mr. C.W. Ward. 

The Changing Scene 

The population of the school reached a peak in the early sixties when nearly 800 pupils 
were at Glyn. As the sixties became the seventies, and the fiftieth anniversary of the 
school approached, changes took place reflecting those in the society of which the school 
is a part. The Combined Cadet Force contingent, founded in 1955, was disbanded in the 
mid-sixties, having performed a valuable and worthwhile role. But National Service had 
ended and as Europe entered its third decade of peace there was a natural decline of 
interest in military drill and discipline. Golf and Sailing were added to the subjects learnt 
in Sixth form games and a Language laboratory was added to the school's facilities. There 
was a resurgence of interest in music, mainly owing to the infectious enthusiasm of 
Mr. A. Diamond. Among new societies a Computer Club was formed in 1971, and with 
the help of Ewell Technical College and Imperial College, London, young enthusiasts 
were initiated into the mysteries and fascination ofprogramming. 
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By the mid-sixties a phenomenon previously only associated with American high schools 
was noted - the use of cars by school pupils, and so car parking space was .provided, and 
an article on car maintenance appeared in the school magazine. 

Glyn Old Boys 

In 1974 a notable event occurred. The first Old Boy of the school, Mr. R .W.J. Mitchell, 
retired after a distinguished Civil Service career, marked by an award in the 1974 Queen's 
Birthday Honours. In the war he had served in the Army and had spent nearly four years 
in a Japanese prisoner-of-war camp. 

Over the years, of course, thousands of Glyn boys have made their way in the world, 
most in unspectacular but worthwhile careers, while a few have captured the notice of a 
far wider circle. For example, James Dillon White, the first school captain, has become a 
successful author, D. Botting, who was interested in far-off places even at college, became 
an explorer in exotic lands and has made many voyages by balloon. D. Chaffey made his 
mark as a yachtsman and competed in solo transatlantic races, while David Hemming is 
known to most people for his work in films. 

Although their careers take different paths, a common bond amongst Old Boys is their 
respect and affection for the school which manifests itself even when they have moved on 
to the next phase of their life. A case in point was Mark Greengrass, Head of School in 
1968 who went up to Keble College, Oxford. To mark his appreciation of the years he 
spent at Glyn he presented the school with a carved oak lectern which has been in daily 
use by the Headmaster at Morning Assembly ever since. Mark went on to gain a First at 
Keble, a Junior Fellowship and his Doctorate in Philosophy. He is now a lecturer at 
Sheffield University where he receives each year's intake of Glyn boys and makes them 
welcome. 

The Old Boys run several thriving cricket and football teams and hold an annual re-union 
dinner which is always well attended. 

Academic Standards 

In 1968, the year that Dr. Bingham took over as Headmaster, 67% of the subjects entered 
by the boys resulted in a pass at "O" level and 68% at "A" level, a very creditable 
performance. Under his guidance and enthusiams for the highest possible level of achieve
ment the success rate in examinations has shown a steady and marked increase up to the 
current levels of over 80% passes at both "O" and "A" level. The following table shows 
performance in these examinations over the past eight years: 

"O" Levels "A" Levels 

Gross total % Gross total % 
Subjects offered success Subjects offered success 

1968 984 67 262 68 
1969 1017 66 382 82 
1970 1019 67 291 81 
1971 961 74 278 76 
1972 952 78 277 81 
1973 949 78 261 87 
1974 929 75 266 85 
1975 1042 80 319 81 
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lt is not generally known that Glyn provides a sixth form "college" facility for the whole 
area, and welcomes boys obtaining a minimum of four "O" levels from all types of 
schools, the only restriction being the teaching space available. The sixth form offers 
specialist teaching in 20 different "A" level subjects. In addition all pupils study up to 
five of the 23 minority subjects available, these including such diverse subjects as art 
appreciation, computer science, environmental studies, music, current affairs , classical 
drama, languages and statistics. 

Jn the past ten years 94 Glyn students have been successful in obtaining places at Oxford 
and Cambridge, the average in recent times being up to 12 per year. A total of over 600 
students during the same period have entered on degree courses at other Universities, 
Polytechnics, Technical Colleges and Colleges of Education. 

Careers Advice 

The school has been actively developing a Careers Advisory Service for many years. 
Because of the limited facilities available and the minimal financial provisions made by 
the County, a large element of the development of this service has been sponsored by the 
Parent-Staff Association. In 1972 the Association committed itself to the provision of a 
large new building for use as a Careers Centre at a cost of £13,000. Three years later, after 
all the difficulties attendant upon a construction project and during a period of steeply 
rising costs the Careers Centre was finished - within the original budget figure. Much 
credit for this achievement is due to Mr. Stamp who acted as Clerk of Works in his spare 
time and who organised volunteers to help wherever possible. 

It is now in daily use for many activities in addition to its Careers function. These include 
Lecture Room for more boys than can be accommodated in a classroom, examination 
room, lunchtime clubroom, entertaining visiting schools to chess or bridge matches, and 
meeting room for evening P.S.A. Committee meetings. It is a great asset to the school of 
which the parents are justly proud. 

A series of joint parent and pupil careers meetings are organised annually, the main event 
being a Careers Convention with lecturers invited from a wide variety of professions. 

Annual Fete 

The main fund raising event to finance such projects is the annual Glyn Fete, usually held 
on the first Saturday in July. This attracts visitors from a large radius, and regularly 
produces a profit in the region of £1,000. An additional feature for the last few years has 
been the final rounds of a five-a-side football competition for boys of all age groups who 
travel long distances for an event which has become extremely popular. A full day's play 
of preliminary rounds takes place at Priest Hill playing fields the previous Saturday in 
order to whittle down the 150 plus teams who enter. Considerable effort is required on 
the part of volunteer parents to cope with such a large scale competition, who are enthus
iastically supported by Sports Master Mr. Peter Norris. 

No mention of career advice or the annual fete is possible without paying due credit to 
Mr. J. Macleod, Woodwork master. "Mac" allows nothing to stand in his way in getting 
done whatever is necessary for the benefit of the school, and his speed and efficiency in 
ensuring that all the stalls are erected complete with banners, protective covering in case 
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of rain , and ancillary equipment produced for its annual outing from an obscure store 
never ceases to amaze. When the school wins a few more trophies "Mac" is on hand to 
make a new showcase, he takes a winter sports party annually to Austria , helps out with 
games and finds time also to be Careers Master. He is justifiably highly regarded by 
parents and boys alike for his dedicated enthusiasm and ability. 

Dr. CR. B ingham's Retirement 

When the Headmaster announced his decision to retire a year early on medical advice the 
initial feelings of parents were of shock and dismay. He had made such an impressive 
mark on the school that it was difficult to imagine Glyn without him at the helm. The 
next reaction was to make sure that the affection and high regard in which he was held 
was translated into a memorable farewell worthy of the man. 

At an evening of tribute for him on July 2 1st , 1976, the first speaker was Mr. Phillip 
Crowther, ex-Chairman of the P.S.A. He explained little known facets of Dr. Bingham's 
earlier years, including his wartime service as a Squadron Leader in R.A.F. Intelligence 
making use of his fluent German. His second University period o f study , this time at 
Oxford as a mature student of 38, brought him a second M.A. and a cherished ambition 
of Doctorate in Philosophy. Mr. Crowther announced that henceforth the Careers Room 
would be known as the Bingham Room in accordance with the wishes of the P.S.A. 

The Deputy Headmaster, Mr. J .H. Hallam, who had served under Dr. Bingham for 16 
years, first at Mitcham then at Glyn, outlined the many qualities that went into the 
m akeup of the successful retiring Headmaster. He concluded by stating that in accordance 
with the wishes of the P.S.A . Committee, prizes on Speech Night for all those boys 
obtaining a place at the older universities would henceforth be sponsored and named the 
Bingham Oxford and Cambridge Prizes in recognition of the Headmaster's particular 
attachment to the highest levels of academic .achievement. 

Mrs. Audrey Cooper , Chairman of Governors, recalled their long service together on 
Committees and presented him with a cheque from the School Governors for the 
purchase of records. Mr. R. Hampton, the P.S.A. Secretary , made the presentation from 
the Association of a stereo radio cassette recorder together with a cheque for £1 16 and a 
Glyn waJI plaque, and the Chairman, Mr. T. Standing conveyed the best wishes for health 
and happiness from all members to Mr. and Mrs. Bingham in their retirement. 

So ended a highly successful chapter in the school's history but not without the next 
phase being embarked upon. Mrs. Cooper announced that until such time as the County 
arranged a permanent appointment Mr. J.H. HaJlam was to be the new Acting Head
master, a decision that was warmly applauded in view of the firm mark Mr. Hallam has 
made at Glyn during his years as Deputy Head. 
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THE FIGHT FOR THE FUTURE OF GLYN 

l<eorganisation plans are dropped 
In June 1972 Surrey County Council announced plans for comprehensive reo rganisation 
tn Epsom and Ewell which seemed to sound the death knell for Glyn. Over a period of 
several years the school was to be run down , the boys gradually being transferred to 
Longmead as its buildings were extended . When this process was complete Glyn was to be 

used for a middle school. 

In addition to these plans being repugnant to supporters of Glyn, the minimal advance 
notice of the Council's intentions aJlowed precious little time for consultation with 
parents over a multitude of unresolved questions inherent in such an exercise with its 
split-site operation for a long pe riod. During those which did take place the Council's 
forecasts of building costs were disclosed, which appeared to be so grossly under
estimated and the proposed size o f the resulting school so large (anything from 1400 to 
1750 pupils) that further antagonism was aroused. 

The Glyn Parent-Staff Association (as did their counterpart at Rosebery) decided to 
proceed with a petition objecting to the proposed changes within the statutory eight 
week period aJlowed for that purpose during the span of the Section I 3 Notice (this is the 
notice which the Council is legally required to publish if it intends to reorganise a school). 
An impressive number of volunteers to collect signatures swung into action at the worst 
possible time of the year for such an exercise, the school summer holiday period. 

Their efforts were an unqualified success, over 16,000 signatures being collected, the 
highest number in the country up to that time in favour of saving a grammar school. In 
support of the petition a detailed and thoroughly well-researched document was drawn 
up by the P.S.A. Chairman , Mr. Philip Crowther, setting out all the relative arguments for 
retaining Glyn and not proceeding with the reorganisation proposals was submitted to the 
Secretary of State for Education, Mrs. Margaret Thatcher. 

To the jubilation of all concerned for the future of Glyn, in August 1973 Mrs. Thatcher 
rejected the Council's plan. She clearly stated in her reply to the County that after having 
given due regard to the arguments for both sides, it was her decision that the balance of 
merit Jay with Glyn and Rosebery continuing to make their contribution to education 

within the area. 

The Catchment Area Struggle 
It was reasonable to expect that the school's future was assured, but within a short space 
of time the Minister's decision was being undcnnined at County Hall . In spite of seeking 
and obtaining a clarification from the Ministry that Mrs. Thatcher's use of the term "the 
area" was deemed to mean the school's traditional catchment area , a resolution was 
passed by the Education Committee in July 1974 to cease selecting children living outside 
Epsom and Ewell for Glyn and Rosebe ry. Since Banstead, Ashtead, Leatherhead and 
Effingham had always previously supplied approximately 45% of each year's intake, this 
would inevitably lead to a lowering of entry standards and constitute a move to selection 

by geography. 
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Yet again passions were aroused over what was considered by many to be an illegal, as 
well as a blantantly unethical step by the County. The P.S.A. were encouraged by the 
advice of a solicitor expert in the field of educational law to obtain the opinion of a 
leading Q.C. on these matters, Sir Geoffrey Howe, who accepted the engagement. During 
the following months an important legal precedent was established by parents of a boy 
living in the " non-selective" area of Ho-rley, who wanted their highly in tellegent son to 
attend a grammar school, and kept him at home for private tuition rather than accept the 
place offered to him at the local comprehensive school. After a year of dispute they 
obtained a ruling in their favour from the Secretary of State for Education in 1975, and 
the Council had to provide him with a place at a grammar school. 

Sir Geoffrey Howe's opinion echoed that of the precedent and further pressure was 
brought to bear on the Education Committee to regularise the situation generally. At last 
they made a move, a small step in the case of the eleven year olds but a large stride in 
respect o f transfer at sixth form level. They passed a resolution allowing parents outside 
Epsom and Ewell to enter their names on a register so that their children could compete 
in a test for residual places at Glyn or Rosebery after first consideration had been given to 
those within the Borough. Since transfer at sixth form level still required four " O" levels 
there was no chance of those places being taken by local pupils with lesser ability and a 
large number of places became available again for sixteen year olds living beyond the 
Borough boundary . 

A hard won victory that cost a lot of money colle cted by a fighting fund, and an 
enormous amount of spare time work, a measure of the requirements needed to overcome 
those in power who turn a deaf ear to logical argument and who are prepared to sit tight 
until the full force of the law is brought to bear upon them. 

The Second Fight for Survival 

In April 1976 the Council unveiled their newly devised plans for reorganisation which 
involved increasing the size of Glyn to accept a five form intake but which would be un
selected , thus turning the school into a comprehensive. The school was still to be for boys 
from 12 - 18, and although the scheme was unwelcome in many quarters it was generally 
conceded to be more favourable than the earlier one, since it would at least be built on 
firm foundations. 

These earlier thoughts were soon shattered. After two meetings at which attendance was 
possible for only a small proportion of parents in the area the Education Committee 
decided to revert to a sixth form college scheme which would turn Glyn into a " Feeder" 
school. Its future was to be as a comprehensive for both boys and girls aged from 12 to 
16 only, from where they would move on to a sixth form college at Rosebery. All the 
established traditions of academic excellence at Glyn and the settled careers of devoted 
teaching staff were to be set aside, a challenge indeed to which the battle hardened 
parents of previous struggles quickly responded. Supporters of the school from all over 
the Borough contributed to a letter-writing campaign which resulted in over 2 ,800 letters 
being received at County Hall stating that if reorganisation was to be implemented then 
the all-through 12 - 18 boys school was preferred. 
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After a spirited debate at County Hall in the October full Council Meeting, a resolution 
by Mrs. Audrey Cooper to revert back to the April scheme was carried by a good 
majority, and became the subject of a Section 13 Notice. This was strongly contested by 
supporters of the sixth form college scheme, and so a petition was drawn up by the Glyn 
P.S.A. The heading stated an objection to changing the school from grammar to compre
hensive, but that if this was necessary to comply with the policy of the present 
government then the Council's proposals retaining Glyn as a school for b oys aged 12 - 18 
was preferred over any other. The petition was again backed by a lengthy submission by 
the Chairman and committee of the P.S.A. 

During another inconvenient time of year which included the Christmas h olidays, 3,200 
signatures were collected on the petition. At the time of going to press it has just been 
announced that the Secretary of State for Education & Science has given his approval t o 
the Council's proposals which retain Glyn as an all-through. sch ool for boys. 

The Strength of Glyn 
If the purpose of experimentation in education is to ensure the survival of the successful 
then Glyn has won the right to survive. There can be little doubt that Glyn Grammar 
School for Boys is the very model of a successful school, as exemplified by its high 
academic achievements and the happy climate of enthusiastic endeavour generated by 
pupils and staff alike. Statistics, however favourable cannot convey the spirit , loyalty and 
joy of learning, all hallmarks of a good school, which are so abundantly evident each day 

at Glyn. 
The value of a sixth form to the school is inestimable, at one and the same time assist
ing it to build a good reputation, provid ing a spur to the younger pupils and a source of 
professional satisfaction for the teaching staff. The presence of 16 - 18 year olds 
provides a highly desirable complement to the lower and middle school pupils, a vital 
factor in achieving a balanced community. They act as a link between the staff and 
younger children, assist in the maintenance of discipline, organise the House system and 
themselves benefit from being placed in a position of trust and responsibility. 

The achievements of the upper sixth in gaining places at University demonstrates to the 
younger ones the rewards available for hard work. This results in continuing high 
standards. There is also a very considerable contribution to the general life of the school 
through extra-curricular activities, being especially evident in music, d rama art, sport, 
chess and school societies, (particularly debating) where sixth formers establish con
siderable standards of att ainment which motivate and encourage the younger pupils. 

Schools are not meccano sets which can be taken apart and put together with a screw
driver. They are human institutions which grow slowly like trees. The spirit of a good 
school, immensely valuable, is also very fragile. It is therefore to be hoped that the period 
of uncertainty over the future of Glyn is now over and that it may be allowed to continue 
serving the community for the foreseeable future. 
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THE SCHOOL AT PLAY 

Sport not neglected 

Even with such high academic performance the sports side of school life is not neglected. 
Indeed over the years Glyn has maintained a policy of all round education with the main 
elements of academic pursuit, sports activities and social awareness featuring as well 
balanced components. More than 300 boys (nearly half the school) regularly participate 
in extra-curricular sporting activities, and the standard of all school teams is of the highest 
order. 

Soccer and Cricket 

Soccer has long been a highly popular sport with seven teams each playing over 20 com
petitive matches per season. During the past 15 years over 63 boys have represented 
Surrey at Under 19 level, and in 1975 no less than seven of the 1st XI were chosen to 
represent Surrey Schools teams. 

Cricket has a strong following and after a few disappointing seasons of late made a strong 
revival in 1975, when the 1st XI reached the final of the Surrey Schools Cup narrowly 
losing to Raynes Park H.S. Since 1960, 27 boys have represented Surrey at Under 19 
level. 

Rugby 

Although only introduced as a school sport in 1968 standards and representation have im
proved rapidly. The school now has two Under 15 and one Under 19 county players, and 
a senior player appearing regularly for London Welsh 1 st XV. The mainspring of the 
rugby upsurge has been Mr. "Chas" Charlton, who has headed a small but enthusiastic 
group of staff over the years. 

Basketball 

Due in no small measure to enthusiasm of Sports Master Mr. Peter Norris and his 
inspiration to the boys, Glyn have long been a major force at basketball. School teams 
have dominated the Surrey Schools Basketball League and Cup competitions, winning 
every year since 1960, and at the time of going to press teams in three age groups have 
won through to the semi-finals of County Championships. Success at the highest possible 
level fell to Glyn in 1966 when they won the National Schools Basketball Champion
ships, and in no less than three other occasions the school have been runners-up, a record 
itself for number of appearances in the National Finals. 

Athletics, Swimming and Tennis 

The school Athletics team won the Surrey Grammar School championship for three con
secutive years, 1969- 70-71, with two boys representing England Schools. At swimming 
the school is represented enthusiastically and often with distinction, one boy going on to 
become a member of the Olympic team in 1968. The tennis first team regularly win the 
Surrey Schools League and the Open trophy, and in 1975 our players won the Southern 
League trophy and reached the Final of the National Boys School Competition. 
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< 1//1•ss 

C ,lyn's name is well known nationally, one or more teams frequently winning their way 
lli rough to the final stages of the 900 team Sunday Chess Tournament, in which Glyn 
i.:11 111e third in 1976. In the three divisions of the Briant Poulter (Surrey) League our three 
l<.:nms have for several years finished in first or second places. In 1975 school teams won 
nil three sections of the Briant Poulter League, the London Schools League and this 
League 's Lightning Tournament, and chess captain David Curnow became captain of the 
England Schools team. Six chess tea.ms play regularly against other Surrey schools with 
up to 12 boys playing in the County Junior Teams, and the school is annually host to the 
two hundred competitors in the Surrey Junior Congress. For his enthusiasm and drive in 
arranging events and managing the teams the school is indebted to Mr. T.S. Dunne, Head 
of Mathematics, who has been in charge of Glyn chess for over twenty years. 

Leadership 

In addition to the honour of being selected to play for representative sides, it is worthy of 
note that a high proportion of Glyn boys are then nominated as captains. In the past 
decade Glyn has produced two England Schools Under 19 Soccer captains, seven Surrey 
Schools captains, two England Schools Basketball captains and an England Schools Chess 
captain. In addition, during 1976 Glyn boys captained Under 14 and Under 19 Surrey 
Soccer teams, and the Surrey Under 15 Cricket team. The most notable achievement was 
that of Tony Jarvis, who was chosen as captain of the British Olympic Swimming team 
competing in Mexico in 1968. 

Games Options 

In the games periods in the school curriculum, the fifth and sixth forms are allowed 
various options as an alternative to the normal school sports. They are able to choose 
from 12 different activities, including golf, ice-skating, horseriding, sailing, fencing, 
squash, table tennis and badminton. School teams compete in several of these activities, 
as also they do in gymnastics. 

Mr. Iden Coleman, Head of Physics, has established a most successful and active Sailing 
Club which operates competitively during weekends and holidays at the highest levels. 

School Societies and Clubs 

Societies run by the boys themselves appear regularly in out-of-school activities such as 
Debating Society (Senior, Middle and Junior), Scientific Society (Senior and Junior), 
Christian and Scripture Unions, Wildlife Society and Zoo, Photographic Society, Music 
Society and Computer Club. The Archaelogical Society recently assisted in the excavation 
of the Roman Road of Stane Street in Ewell. There is a large choir and orchestra, and 
both give several public performances each year. 

Referees Society 

A further contribution to sporting involvement is the Referees' Society which, by 
arranging suitable training courses for 12 or more boys each year provides soccer referees 
qualified to County standards to officiate in School and House matches, the annual 
school-sponsored (open) five-a-side competition and in Old Boys' Matches. 

25 



Social Services 

Glyn boys are not lacking in consideration for the less fortunate in the Borough. There is 
an active Social Services group in which at least twenty boys regularly in their time , assist 
and help the elderly and handicapped in the district. This involves the maintenance of 
nearly two dozen gardens, assisting with home decoration and by visiting the sick at home 
and in hospital. The school prefects run an annual sponsored activity to help purchase 
welfare equipment for local hospitals and charities whilst the associated Helping Hand 
Fund provides over £300 per year for local and other charities - a minibus with chairlift 
at Queen Mary's Hospital, Carshalton, bears the inscription "Presented by the Prefects of 
Glyn Grammar School". 
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THE MAN BEHIND OUR NAME 

For nearly fifteen years, from the very start of Epsom County School for Boys until his 
duath in 1942 at the age of 71, Sir Arthur Glyn supported and encouraged our school. In 
I he first issue of "Ebba's Scrip" there is a short account of a visit to London which nine 
boys enjoyed under his wing. The little party was taken round the Houses of Parliament, 
und after seeing other landmarks had lunch and attended " Romeo and Juliet" at the Old 
Vic. 

This was only one of many such trips. He was never happier than when entertaining 
children at Rectory House in Ewell (now Glyn House), accompanying them on rambles in 
Surrey or conducting them on sight-seeing tours of London, and many thousands of 
children from many schools enjoyed his hospitality over the years. 

As a member of Surrey Education Committee for 20 years, never missing a meeting, he 
made it his business to visit every school in the county - a unique record - and 
preferably the visit was on foot, for his favourite recreation was walking and he had little 
use for motor cars. At one time he would walk to and from meetings in Kingston or 
London, or if his duties took him to a distant part of the country, as was often the case, 
he would start out a good hour before the car left Ewell and let it pick him up on the 
way. 

He had firm ideas on diet, and his slogan was "Eat to live, not live to eat". On one 
occasion in 1936 he offered invitations to dinner to anyone who would go without break
fast for a year. Although the challenge was intended for members of the audience the 
Press reported it, and he received letters from all over the country from people who fully 
intended to qualify for their free dinners! Needless to say, he honoured his bargain. 

The first football and cricket matches at the school were played on his grounds, usually 
followed by tea at Rectory House. In July 1929 he invited the Headmaster, staff and 
senior boys from the school to dinner. This became an annual event, and after the meal of 
roast lamb, peas and new potatoes the boys performed some light entertainment devised 
by themselves to repay their host's hospitality, sometimes assisted by stirring baritone 
solos from the more musical masters. 

In 1929 he became the first Chairman of the newly formed Board of Governors and 
henceforth presided at each Speech Day. He paid frequent visits to the classrooms and 
kept in constant touch with school affairs. Typically, during the war he sent a letter to 
"Ebba's Scrip" inviting Old Boys who happened to be on leave to visit him, as he would 
remain at home for that purpose for some hours every weekend afternoon. 

Seven years after his death it was announced that the Board of Governors would merge 
with that of Rosebery and Lin ton's Lane Schools, and the school might be renamed after 
him. 1n 1953 this was indeed done, and the school received the name of Glyn Grammar 
School. 

He was a well-known figure in Ewell, where his family had lived for generations. As a 
friend put it , "By virtue of his love of walking Sir Arthur became better and more 
intimately acquainted with the inhabitants than any other citizen." He had been Chair
man of the old Ewell Parish Council for twenty years and hardly any local organisation 
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existed without him being at its head. He would often walk into the local schools and 
invite a hundred children to tea, and he was also a frequent visitor to Epsom hospitals. 
The Music Room at Rectory House (now the Lecture Room in Glyn House) became the 
unofficial village hall and was used for every kind of function. He lent his grounds for 
local sports and flower shows and entertained the committee to lunch. School girls from 
all over the county used to assemble there for country dancing displays and after football 
or cricket finals the teams always met together at Rectory House to enjoy Sir Arthur's 
hospitality. 

He came from a famous and wealthy family whose rise to fortune is part of the history of 
Britain, and was the seventh baronet to bear a title bestowed in 1736. However, the lime
light or any form of ostentation was alien to his nature. As the Epsom and Ewell 
Advertiser wrote at his death, "Ewell and the borough, and indeed the county of Surrey, 
will not be the same without Sir Arthur Glyn. Every resident who had cause to go to him 
found him a real friend". Mr. Chuter Ede, M.P. said of him that "we shall not see his like 
again. He filled a position quite unique both in the county and in the parish". The list of 
mourners at his funeral, representating dozens of schools and associations with which he 
was connected, bore witness to the truth of these sentiments. He represented a vanish
ing breed - the man or woman of independent means willing to devote his life to the 
service of the community. It is well that his name is remembered. 
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THE SCHOOL HOUSES 

Clyn pupils are divided into four Houses, St. Benets, Abbey, Tudor and Carew, whose 
11 11 mes were chosen for their connection with the history of Surrey. 

St. Benet 
St. Benedict of Nursia, who died in 540, was a great Italian visionary, who founded 
l welve monastic houses, including Monte Cassino, and whose ideals were based on the 
Intermingling of manual labour with study and devotion. It is said that he thus enabled 
monasticism to make a positive contribution to human progress. The Benedictine monks 
improved tillage and reclaimed waste land, undertook to relieve the poor, and by copying 
and preserving manuscripts rendered an essential service to European culture. 

Abbey 

The Abbey at Chertsey was founded by the Benedictines, or Black Friars, as was also 
Canterbury and, much later, Westminster Abbey. It was founded in 666, not long after 
the introduction of Christianity into our land, by St. Erkenwald. Two hundred years later 
it was destroyed by the Danes, who murdered the Abbot and his 90 monks. A century 
passed, and slowly and painfully it regained and surpassed its former glory. Most of the 
land in this area was the property of the Abbey, and it grew into one of the greatest 
religious houses in England. The Dissolution of the Monasteries ended its career and little 
now remains of its former splendour. 

Tudor 

The name Tudor is a reminder of the period in our history when Nonesuch Palace was the 
greatest royal residence in the realm. Henry VIII set out to build a palace which would 
outshine any in Europe and he destroyed the village of Cuddington to do it. Pictures of 
Nonesuch Palace show it to have been truly magnificent and had it survived it would 
certainly have surpassed Hampton Court as a tourist attraction! As it was the very site 
was lost, only to be re-discovered in our century, when the floor plan was revealed by 
archaelogists in 1959- 60. 

Carew 
The Carews were Lords of Beddington Manor from about 1360 and in their day were a 
powerful and wealthy family. One Nicholas Carew was a favourite of Henry VIII and was 
made Master of Horse and Knight of the Garter in 1523-. However, he fell foul of the King 
and was beheaded in 1539 on Tower Hill for alleged complicity in a Catholic plot. His son 
Sir Francis, however, regained royal favour under Elizabeth I, and is said to have enter
tained the Queen for three days in a lavish manner. Legend has it that he was able to 
present her with a cherry tree in fruit some two months after other trees had fruited, 
having enclosed this particular tree in a tent and thus retarded ripening until her arrival. 
He is also noted for having planted the first orangery in England from seed brought from 
Florida by Sir Walter Raleigh. 
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THE SCHOOL BADGE 

The school badge of a shield with a white eagle rising above a torch on a blue ground is a 
well-known sight in Epsom and surrounding areas, appearing on the top pocket of every 
Glyn boy's blazer. It was designed by the Rev. E.E. Dorling, one of the original school 
Governors. He succeeded Sir Arthur Glyn as Chairman of Governors and a short while 
before his death in 1943 contributed in "Ebba's Scrip" the following explanation to the 
boys of the significance of the badge's design. 

"The shield has a blue ground, which in itself is full of meaning. The heralds of olden 
days attached great importance to the significance and attributes of colours. Blue is called 
the heavenly colour, and it resembles the hue of the sapphire whose property is that it 
casts out envy and drives away fear, makes men valiant and gives them power to win their 
battles. It is also the colour of bright steel, the emblem of fortitude. 

"Observe next that on the blue ground of your shield is a hand holding aloft the flaming 
torch which has ever been esteemed a symbol of learning. The torch afire reminds you of 
what you learnt here, not merely of book-learning but also of precious things like the 
injunction "Play the game", and the privilege of leaving the old school a little better 
because of your presence and example. 

"Above the flames soars a silver eagle with outstretched wings, and (pray note this 
particularly) his head is turned so that he looks backwards. His colour is a token of the 
brightness of youth, and he looks back on the lives and words of men long dead, 
remembering what they have to tell him of high endeavour and great achievement, yes, 
and of defeat and failure too, and how strong men have risen again to wrest victory from 
them. 

"As your eagle spreads his broad pinions to inake his way across the world and do his part 
in the battle of life, his warcry is ultiora peto, as who should say, 'I seek for nothing but 
the best, and in that intent l will do the best that in me lies' . The outstretched talons of 
his 'wrinkled hands' seem to typify those other words of the school motto - tenax 
propositi - proclaiming that a man who is worth his salt will hold fast to the things which 
his school-life taught him - cleanliness of thought and action, self-discipline and the 
power of tradition, and the stern truth that he is best fitted to command who has first 
learnt to obey" . 
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TWO HEADMASTERS' THOUGHTS ON RETIREMENT 

Mv Busiest Years by Mr. N. Dawson, M.A., B.Litt. 

A~ l write this it is a quarter of a century almost to the day since I first set eyes on Glyn 
(then, of course, Epsom Grammar School). I had been short-listed for the Headmastership 
11 11d travelled down from Heversham Grammar School in Westmorland, where I had been 
I lcadmaster since 1938 , to take a preliminary look at the school and to meet the retiring 
lleadmaster, Mr. Clark. His first words to me were: "How is dear old Heversham?", and I 
made the surprising discovery that he had started his career there, leaving to join up in the 
First World War. A coincidence odd enough to make him say confidently: "You will be 
appointed". 

Appointed I was, and I settled down to a succession of busy years during which I saw the 
school numbers rise from just under 500 to nearly 800 with a Sixth of 250. My first 
major move was to form a Parent-Staff Association, which I felt the school badly needed. 
An invitation to parents went out to attend an inaugural meeting, and I wondered how 
many would turn up. I need not have worried, as we had to carry wooden benches into 
the Hall to augment the seating. The sons of that first generation of members are now 
middle-aged, but I am happy to say that I am still in touch with and regard as personal 
friends many of those first generation parents. 

It is understandable that when one looks back over the years it is not the all-important 
routine hard labour that comes to mind, but the quirkish departures from routine. The 
two famous Glyn Fairs come first to mind. Their objective was a vitally important one -
to provide a new kind of accommodation for the bulging Sixth - and it was achieved so 
successfully that Glyn had the first Sixth Form "Common-room", so far as I know, in the 
country. But their method we owed to one man only - parent Roger Beson. It was he 
who cajoled the American Third Air Force Band in full strength to Glyn; it was he who 
cajoled the Royal Air Force into sending us a helicopter (remember that in those days 
"choppers" were novelties, not two a penny). The enthusiastic team work of those days I 
shall never forget, nor shall I forget the legion of women which, organised by my wife, 
catered for numbers running into five figures. 

I could write a book about Glyn, but I have been given a strict word limit ! I end with 
sincere good wishes to the school in which I passed sixteen of the busiest years of my life. 

Glyn in Retrospect by Dr. CR. Bingham, M.A. (London), D.Phil (Oxon) 

It seems premature to speak of one's memories of Glyn so soon after retirement, but 
what time could gild, immediacy will clothe in factual realism. My memories of my early 
time at Glyn are still very clear, and firstly I remember a feeling of great pleasure and 
good fortune in being appointed to the headmastership.of Glyn in the spring of 1968. 
Here was a school of optimum size, with an established games tradition and a wide and 
favourable catchment area, and which had begun to make its mark in the Oxford and 
Cambridge entrance examinations. It was the largest boys' Grammar School in Surrey and 
readily impressed me with its enormous potential, so that the obvious objective was to 
develop this to the uttermost. 
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As each successful year went by it was a great satisfaction to see the broadening and 
$teady expansion in games and activities, together with the widening opportunity of 
participation in representing the School offered to an increasing number of our boys. The 
steady increase in the number of entrants and award winners going up to Oxford and 
Cambridge as well as the mounting numbers of Glyn students entering the long establish
ed universities of England, Scotland and Wales vouched for the sound quality of the 
instruction given by the staff of Glyn. 

Perhaps in future years I shall dwell more on the memory of Glyn Sixth Formers and call 
to mind what mature, sensible, courteous and pleasant young men they have always 
shown themselves to be. When saying farewell to them individually I was so often im
pressed by their happy blend of confident maturity with a charming modesty and by the 
gradual yet marked change which had miraculously come about since their fourth and 
fi fth form days. This sudden realisation is one of the great delights and rewards for a 
headmaster, and it is too a time when one is strongly aware of the importance of this task 
of transformation performed th rough the influence of a good school and its staff. 

If additional proof were needed of the broadening influence of Glyn on its young men, 
the simple fact that in recent years those winning the much coveted places at Oxford and 
Cambridge have also been distinguished games players; - an international player, cap
tains of School XI's and the XV, of Chess or Cross-Country, many were School and 
County players and they often were in addition Heads of House, or Head or Deputy Head 
of School. A school which can produce such vital, positive and able leaders has every 
reason to be proud not only of its success, but of its sound contribution to the society of 
tomorrow. 

Since its establishment in 1926 there have been only three headmasters of the school, all 
Oxford graduates, and the school has made great strides in this relatively short time. The 
staff has had comparatively few changes and this has given Glyn great stability; their dedi
cation to their academic work and to enriching the wider life of the school scarcely needs 
mention amongst those acquainted with the traditional qualities of Glyn. 

There is however another very important influence which I quickly recognised, for Glyn 
has long enjoyed the devoted and purposeful support of a strong, active Parent-Staff 
Association. During my time as headmaster the school much needed the support of this 
Association to ensure its survival, and the response from the Association was immediate 
and unequivocal, so that I always think that the school owes its continued existence to 
their efforts, - as well as to the tenacity and shrewdness of the present Chairman of Glyn 
Governors. 

I remember with affection the great appetite for work on Glyn's behalf shown by Phil 
Crowther, at first Secretary and then for several years Chairman of the Association in my 
time, and how he was so ably assisted by his Secretary, David Brooks, and by Terry 
Standing, our present Chairman. In more recent times the Association has been greatly in
debted to its present Secretary, Ray Hampton, for his tireless efforts and boundless 
energy, expended liberally on behalf of Association and school. I shall always remember 
the valiant service they all gave to the school and the Association in my period of office, 
and it is a pleasure to acknowledge and record our great debt to them. 

I shall often call to mind the urgent need for additional accommodation at Glyn, but it 
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will always be followed by a feeling of enormous gratitude t o the Parents for providing 
11ur only new buildings - amongst their numerous benefactions - both in my time and in 
I lint of my predecessor. The need was pressing and their response immediate. Their 
prnctical help now stands as a monument to their purpose of furthering the interests of 
the school and to their firm belief in the quality and value of Glyn. 

I shall always think of Glyn as one of the finest schools I have known and one worthy of 
u place beside those distinguished Direct Grant Schools which have served the country so 
well. Long may it flourish. 
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PLANTING AN ACORN 

From the "Epsom Advertiser" of October 27, 1927 

Reporting on the Surrey Education Committee meeting the previous week at Middlesex 
Guildhall, Westminster, the following account appeared. 

"The Higher Education Committee reported that Epsom County School for Boys had 
been recognised by the Board of Education for a grant. It was opened on Sept. 14th with 
46 pupils 

The same remarks applied to Wallington County School for Boys which was opened on 
Sept. 19th with 80 pupils ...... . 

....... Ald. Neville, in moving the adoption of the report, remarked that there was every 
promise that the new schools at Epsom and Wallington would have great success and 
would meet an urgently felt want." 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

w,, offer our congratulations to Glyn Grammar School on its 50th Anniversary and wish 
tliu school every success in the future. 

AOC Cinemas, Kingston Road, Ewell 
W.S. Atkins Group, Ltd., Epsom 
Barclays Bank Ltd. 
Lester Bowden, 109 High Street, Epsom 
J3ritish Petroleum Ltd. 
T. Brown & Son (Heating) Ltd., Ewell 
Burford Bridge Hotel, Box Hill 
C.S. Bylette, Esq. 
Robert Dyas Ltd., 59 High Street, Epsom 
Epsom Coaches, Blenheim Road, Epsom 
Epsom Restorations 

Michael Everett & Co., 87 High St., Epsom 
GKN Windsor Ltd., Leatherhead Road, 

Chessington 

H & W Autos (Ewell) Ltd., 138 Ruxley 
Lane, W. Ewell 

Halifax Building Society 
Lion Litho, 34 West Street, Carshalton 
Maggs & Partners, 31 South Street, Epsom 
Milk Marketing Board 
The Monotype Corporation Ltd., Salfords 
National Westminster Bank 
D.T. Neville, Esq. 
Page Motors Ltd., Epsom 

Pearson Cole, 4 Upper High Street, Epsom 
Matt Skipp Ltd., Stoneleigh Broadway, 

Ewell 
J.G. Starling, Esq. 
Sterling-Winthrop Group Ltd., Surbiton 

Engineering Consultants 

Schoolwear and Glyn Uniform Stockists 
Research Division, Great Burgh 
Heating Electrical and Plumbing Contractors 
Catering Conferences Dinner Dances & c. 
Horsham, Sussex 
Ironmongers 
Travel Agents and Coach Operators 
Antique Restorers, Furniture Repairs, 
Polishing 
Estate Agents and Valuers 

Machinery Manufacturers to the Plastics 
Industry 

Honda and Scimitar Dealers 

Lithographic Printers and Platemakers 
Estate Agents and Surveyors 

Printing Machinery 

New Malden 
Jaguar, Daimler, Rover, Triumph, Austin 
and MG Sales 
Estate Agents and Valuers 

Photographic Supplies 
Manager, Lloyds Bank Ltd., Ruxley Lane 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers 
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