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NATIONAL NEWS 

Labour market statistics from ONS released September 2020 (main points) 

• Early indicators for August 2020 suggest that the number of employees in the 
UK on payrolls was down around 695,000 compared with March 2020. 

• Figures for May to July 2020 show an increase in the unemployment rate; 
despite this increase and an increase in the number of redundancies, the 
employment rate was up and the economic inactivity rate has fallen. 

• Over the quarter, there has been a large decrease in the number of young 
people in employment, while unemployment for young people has increased. 

• While redundancies were still historically low, both the quarterly and annual 
changes are the largest seen since 2009. 

• The number of people who are estimated to be temporarily away from work 
(including furloughed workers) has fallen, but it was still more than 5 million in 
July 2020, with over 2.5 million of these being away for three months or more. 
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There were also around 250,000 people away from work because of the 
pandemic and receiving no pay in July 2020. 

• Vacancies continued to show increases in the latest period, driven by the 
smaller businesses, some of which are reporting taking on additional staff to 
meet coronavirus (COVID-19) guidelines. 

• The Claimant Count reached 2.7 million in August 2020, an increase of 
120.8% since March 2020. 

• The rate of decline in employee pay growth slowed in July following strong 
falls in the previous three months. For the sectors of wholesaling, retailing, 
hotels and restaurants and construction, where the highest percentage of 
employees returned to work from furlough, there was a slight improvement in 
pay growth for July 2020. 

• May to July figures show an increase in the unemployment rate; despite this 
increase and an increase in the number of redundancies, the employment 
rate is still not falling. 

• Vacancies in the UK in June to August 2020 were at an estimated 434,000; 
this is almost 30% higher than the record low in April to June 2020. 

 

Tesco creates thousands of permanent post-lockdown jobs 

Tesco have announced the creation of 16,000 permanent jobs post-lockdown to 
include 10,000 pickers and 3,000 delivery drivers.  Business has boomed for Tesco 
during the lockdown and demand for online deliveries has unsurprisingly hugely 
increased. 

 

Careersmap 

Careermap publishes magazines of careers help for various audiences – this, the 

latest, is for parents but there are some interesting reports on various sectors as well 

as downloads for students and teachers and for graduates. 

 

More jobs on the horizon from Amazon 

In addition to the 3,000 roles already created this year Amazon have pledged to 
create a further 7,000 jobs by the end of the year as well as 20,000 seasonal posts.  
Online sales have obviously increased since the onset of the pandemic – see graph 
below.   

Morrisons recruitment 

Morrisons have announced that they have employed 45,000 additional staff during 
the pandemic. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-53890220
https://careermap.co.uk/careermag-parents/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-54009484
https://bdaily.co.uk/articles/2020/09/10/morrisons-hires-45000-new-staff-during-british-supermarket-renaissance?utm_source=bulletin&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020-09-10-national&utm_content=readmore
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Sectors are showing an upward trend 

According to the latest figure from Indeed, Chemical Engineering, Construction and 
Cleaning have seen an upward trend compared to last year.  Particularly in demand 
were Gas Engineers and Water Treatment Specialists but also Construction workers, 
Cleaners and Medical Information workers (including Registrars, Healthcare 
Advisors and Clinic Managers) and Childcare workers. 

 

 

HS2 construction begins 

22,000 jobs are reported to be expected in the creation of the HS2 rail link which 
began its construction last month.  HS2 is set to link London, Birmingham, 
Manchester and Leeds and is a 20-year project. 

https://www.hiringlab.org/uk/blog/2020/09/22/uk-job-postings-through-18th-sept/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-54010727
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Post 16 and Post 18 Choices webpages 

The National Careers Service has added content to their website specifically around 
post-16 and post-18 options. 

Post 16: https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-16 

Post 18: https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-18  

 

The UK online jobs market1 

• Month on month, job postings have increased by 13.72% from July to August 
(506,684 postings up from 445,701). This is the fourth consecutive month where the 
volume of job postings has increased. Year on year, however, August 2020 saw 
164,257 (nearly 25%) fewer jobs advertised than in August 2019.  
 

• London, Manchester and Birmingham had the most job postings in the UK.  In South 
West Exeter and Taunton have been highlighted as the best places to find work by 
Adzuna.  Guildford in South East has more vacancies in Tech and Digital than actual 
jobseekers according to the report.  Winchester is also highlighted in the South East 
as one of the top 10 places to find work.  Reading is also in the top 10 list. 
 

• The top occupations advertised across the UK were Sales, IT and Healthcare 
(including Nursing).  However, although Healthcare jobs are up by nine per cent on 
last year (August 2019) advertisements for IT jobs are down nine per cent and 
advertisements for sales jobs are down 42%.  
 
A report by Verdict, highlghting data from jobs website Adzuna also finds that the 
Tech sector has recovered well post-lockdown with 90,297 jobs advertised in the 
week commencing 9 August.  This is still around 60,000 less than the average for 
January - March but after the Healthcare sector it is the second highest sector for job 
vacancies. 
 

Top companies hiring 

Reed have published a report on the top companies hiring at this time. Centre Parcs 
comes out top with a variety of roles available.  Longleat Park, based in Warminster, 
may be an option for some people within commutable distance perhaps?  Business 
Live have also published their list of companies who have been hiring in 2020. 

 

Kickstart Scheme 

Many of you will by now have heard about the governments Kickstart scheme which 
provides funding to employers to create 6-month job placements for 16 - 24 year 
olds for a minimum of 25 hours work each week at the relevant National Minimum 
Wage.  Click on the link above for more details. 

 
1 Labour Insight (Burning Glass) 

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-16
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-16
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-18
https://www.eveningexpress.co.uk/news/uk/increase-in-job-vacancies-as-firms-start-to-hire-again-study-suggests/
https://www.eveningexpress.co.uk/news/uk/increase-in-job-vacancies-as-firms-start-to-hire-again-study-suggests/
https://www.verdict.co.uk/uk-tech-jobs-pandemic/
https://www.reed.co.uk/career-advice/top-companies-hiring-september-2020/?utm_medium=scl&utm_source=twitt&utm_campaign=job_scl_twitt_&utm_content=CA
https://www.business-live.co.uk/enterprise/major-companies-hiring-uk-2020-18955456
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/kickstart-scheme
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ITV apprenticeships 

New apprenticeships are now being advertised with the ITV to within Journalism, 
Recruitment, Marketing and Production.  Opportunities are available in London, 
Manchester and Leeds. 

 

Apprenticeships – Parents pack for September 

The August Parents pack has now been released.  Please click on the link to access 
this. 

 

New T level resources 

Amazing Apprenticeships have brought out a number of new T Level Resources 
including: 

• A video of Minister Keegan explaining T Levels for students and parents 
• Presentation (with script) for teachers to explain T Levels to students 
• Student posters 
• Graphical explainer film 
• A comprehensive Teacher Guide  
• Wide range of explainer recordings and accompanying presentation slides 

 

Domino’s creates 6,000 new roles 

Domino's Pizza has announced the creation of 6,000 new roles, i.e. 5,000 new jobs 
and 1,000 apprenticeships as part of the new government Kickstart scheme.  Roles 
will include Pizza Chefs, Customer Service Workers and Delivery Drivers. 

 

New job support scheme 

The chancellor has announced a new scheme to replace furlough, designed to help 
larger employers retain staff which would otherwise be made redundant.  The way 
this will work is shown in the infographic below: 

 

 

https://www.itvjobs.com/business-areas/entry-careers/apprenticeship-programme/
https://www.itvjobs.com/business-areas/entry-careers/apprenticeship-programme/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/parents-pack-september/?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=parents%20pack&utm_campaign=aaa%20sept
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/parents-pack-september/?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=parents%20pack&utm_campaign=aaa%20sept
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/parents-pack-september/?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=parents%20pack&utm_campaign=aaa%20sept
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/tlevels/?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=landing%20page&utm_campaign=
https://www.business-live.co.uk/retail-consumer/dominos-pizza-serves-up-6000-18935100
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/world-54273738
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REGIONAL NEWS 

Regional headlines from ONS – September 2020 

• For the three months ending July 2020, the highest employment rate estimate in 
the UK was in the South East (79.6%).  

• For the three months ending July 2020, the lowest economic inactivity rate 
estimate in the UK was in the South East (17.4%). 

• Between March and June 2020, workforce jobs decreased in all regions of the UK, 
with the largest decrease in London at 104,000. 

• In June 2020, the region with the highest estimated proportion of workforce jobs in 
the services sector was London at 92.0%. 

 

The Regional picture of the online jobs market1 

There were 76,125 online job postings in the South East in August, showing a 
12.26% increase from July.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In South West there were 42,201 online job postings in August, showing a 20.89% 
increase from July.  It should be borne in mind, however, that many of these jobs 
may be seasonal posts within the hospitality and tourism sector. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/bulletins/regionallabourmarket/september2020
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Cash incentives to entrepreneurs to grow and create jobs across Devon and 
Somerset 

Foreign companies are being offered cash incentives for creating jobs in Devon, and 
Somerset.  The HotSW LEP has launched a scheme offering grants to companies 
who wish to invest in the area.  New or existing small to medium businesses can 
apply for the grants providing they work in eligible sectors: Aerospace and Advanced 
Engineering; Agri-tech/Food and Drink; Environmental Futures; and Marine 
Industries. 

The Co-op creates new jobs with store openings 

The BBC have announced that the Co-op grocery store is to open 50 new stores 
across the UK and create 1,000 jobs.  

Up to twenty jobs will be created in the opening of a store in Rosudgeon, near 
Helston in Cornwall.  Poole, Hove and Guildford have also been mentioned as being 
in the list of new stores.  In addition,12 franchise stores are opening next year in 
university locations.  For a list of other sites for the store click on this link.   

The store has also announced it provided 7,000 temporary jobs during the pandemic 
and will take on a further 150 as part of the kick-start scheme.  

The kick-start scheme is a temporary job creation programme specifically aimed at 
16- to 24-year-olds. Employers across the UK will be able to sign up to the scheme 
to offer a young person in this age bracket a six-month work placement. The 
government will fund each placement, paying the minimum wage for 25 hours per 
week.  The government hope these placements will act as “a springboard to find a 
long-term, sustained job” and stipulated that companies using the scheme will need 
to “give young people a high quality job, including training and/or job search support, 
to boost their job prospects. 

Job creation with cosmetic firm 

SD, a sealant and cosmetic repair company for the marine industry is expanding its 
workforce and creating 50 jobs some of which will be in London, Exeter and 
Southampton. 

 

 

CORNWALL AND THE ISLES OF SCILLY 

Skilled jobs coming to Falmouth 

Cornish boatbuilder Cockwells will be creating 175 skilled jobs in Falmouth with the 
acquisition of Hardy Marine. 

https://www.business-live.co.uk/economic-development/foreign-firms-offered-cash-grant-18860052
https://www.business-live.co.uk/economic-development/foreign-firms-offered-cash-grant-18860052
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-54026218
https://www.falmouthpacket.co.uk/news/18705945.co-op-jobs-cornwall-new-store-open-rosudgeon-near-helston/
https://www.somersetcountygazette.co.uk/news/18697375.co-op-create-1-000-jobs-open-65-new-stores-christmas--/
https://bdaily.co.uk/articles/2020/09/17/co-op-creates-7000-jobs-during-covid-19-crisis-alongside-exceptional-performance?utm_source=bulletin&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020-09-17-national&utm_content=readmore
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-kickstart-scheme-opens
https://www.business-live.co.uk/enterprise/sealant-firm-sd-creating-50-18969042
https://www.business-live.co.uk/enterprise/sealant-firm-sd-creating-50-18969042
https://www.business-live.co.uk/manufacturing/cornish-luxury-boatbuilder-set-create-18881213
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Employers with over 20 online vacancies in Cornwall from July – September1 

As always, the NHS has the most vacancies with 771 online postings.  Cornwall 
Council follows with 117 vacancies. 

 

 

 

DEVON  

 

Multi-million pound revamp of Plymouth railway station 

Plymouth railway station is to undergo a revamp which will include the build for a 
four-star hotel, better shopping facilities and a training centre for Health 
Professionals studying with University of Plymouth. 

 

Brewdog are expanding 

Craft brewery and pub chain Brewdog's latest expansion includes new premises in 
Plymouth's Barcode leisure complex. 

 

100 jobs available in Exeter 

Exeter Aerospace is creating over 100 jobs for mechanics and engineers.  

 

https://www.business-live.co.uk/economic-development/rail-minister-makes-regional-investment-18807613
https://www.business-live.co.uk/retail-consumer/brewdog-continues-expansion-move-plymouths-18864679
https://www.business-live.co.uk/enterprise/new-aircraft-maintenance-firm-creates-19015189?utm_source=businesslive_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Link125&utm_campaign=south_west_newsletter
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A company to watch?  

New Wave Marine, a Plymouth based industrial cleaning company, recruited five 
staff during the pandemic and are investing in new vehicles as part of their 
expansion plans so could be one to watch for opportunities. 

 

Financial company recruitment drive 

17 people started in professional roles last month at an expanding Exeter business.  
Financial experts Old Mill are expanding despite the impact of the pandemic and 
intend to continue with their recruitment drive. 

 

 

 

DORSET, BOURNEMOUTH AND POOLE 

 

Jobs for Dorset 

90 new jobs are to be created within Dorset's defence sector.  The Defence Battle 
Lab will be located at the Dorset Innovation Park. 

 

Who has been recruiting in Dorset over the last three months1? (no link) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.business-live.co.uk/enterprise/growth-spurt-continues-industrial-cleaning-18874190
https://www.business-live.co.uk/professional-services/finance-firm-creates-17-professional-18906556
https://www.insidermedia.com/news/south-west/investment-boost-for-job-creating-mod-hub?utm_source=southwest_newsletter&utm_campaign=southwest_news_tracker&utm_medium=top_story_article
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HAMPSHIRE AND THE ISLE OF WIGHT 

Fifth cruise terminal to be built in Southampton 

As part of the government's 'Get Building Fund' Southampton is to get a fifth cruise 
terminal which will create jobs for the city. 

Jobs for Woolston 

Hundreds of jobs will be created in Woolston with the creation of a centre for 
environmentally friendly robotic vessels as part of the governments 'shovel-ready' 
projects to boost economic recovery. 

House-building will create construction work within the Solent region 

More housing is to be built in the Solent region is to create 3,000 construction jobs 
for the area. 

New business park for Basingstoke 

Insider Media report that a Basingstoke project could create 250 jobs with the 
building of St Modwen Park which will create employment space and logistics space. 

Southampton’s Amazon creates permanent and temporary positions 

Amazon in Southampton have announced the creation of 70 permanent and 200 
seasonal roles. The new job roles are for Engineers, Graduates, HR and IT 
Professionals, Health and Safety and Finance Specialists, as well as the teams who 
will pick, pack and ship orders. 

Working for Hampshire Constabulary 

Hampshire Police are recruiting for the following: 

• Police Officers 

• Police Staff 

• PCSOs 

• Specials and Volunteers 

• Call Handlers  

• Police Staff Investigators 

Contact plice.recruitment@hants.gov.uk for more information. 

For those wishing to study to become a Police Officer, recruitment started at the end 
of last month.  There are three main routes in, i.e. 

• Entry route 1 – Police Constable Degree Apprenticeship (PCDA) 

• Entry route 2 – Degree Holder Entry Programme (CHEP) 

• Entry route 3 – Pre-join Degree in Professional Policing 

https://www.travelweekly.co.uk/articles/381764/green-light-for-fifth-southampton-cruise-terminal
https://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/18629014.hundreds-jobs-planned-governments-getting-building-plan/
https://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/politics/cash-boost-ps23m-solent-area-house-building-creates-3000-construction-jobs-2935346
https://www.insidermedia.com/news/south-east/deal-paves-way-for-new-basingstoke-business-park?utm_source=southeast_newsletter&utm_campaign=southeast_news_tracker&utm_medium=top_story_article
https://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/18697013.amazon-creating-permanent-roles-southampton-plus-200-christmas-jobs/
https://www.hampshire.police.uk/police-forces/hampshire-constabulary/areas/careers/careers/
mailto:plice.recruitment@hants.gov.uk
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Many Police Officers are joining the force under Entry route 1 and gaining a degree 
whilst working, but for those who already hold a degree. 

For those who wish to apply visit https://www.hampshire.police.uk/police-
forces/hampshire-constabulary/areas/careers/careers/police-officers/ 

 

 

SOMERSET 

 

Garden furniture company expands 

Frome based Cox & Cox who supply outdoor garden furniture and lighting has grown 
by over 100% during the coronavirus outbreak and are currently accepting 
speculative applications.  Anyone interested can email aynsley@coxandcox.co.uk .  

 

What was the top skill and job title and top employers recruiting in online 
vacancies in Somerset1? (no link) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hampshire.police.uk/police-forces/hampshire-constabulary/areas/careers/careers/police-officers/
https://www.hampshire.police.uk/police-forces/hampshire-constabulary/areas/careers/careers/police-officers/
https://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/business/cox-frome-coronavirus-shopping-weather-4164485
https://www.coxandcox.co.uk/career-opportunities
mailto:aynsley@coxandcox.co.uk
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SURREY 

 

Employers with the most online vacancies in Surrey over the last three 
months1(no link) 

 

 

IKEA opening in Hammersmith 

Surrey Live report that IKEA are to open a store within commutable distance of 
Staines in 2021.  The Hammersmith based store will be smaller than others but the 
first to be located on a High Street site.  A further store is planned for Lancing in 
Sussex which is also due to open at the end of next year. 

 

Guildford’s game industry 

Guildford has over 70 games industries employing over 1,800 people and has 
produced 8,000 games. Companies such as Criterion, DPS Games, EA Games, 
Hello Games, Media Molecule, Kinesthetic Games, Rodeo Games, Happy Robot 
Games and Supermassive are based in the town. Such is its global strength in the 
industry It welcomes the return of the games festival which will be held virtually next 
month (details to be released later this month via the Guildford Games website). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.getsurrey.co.uk/news/surrey-news/sneak-peek-new-ikea-store-17539800
https://www.wscountytimes.co.uk/business/when-ikeas-first-sussex-store-could-open-1392880
https://www.enterprisem3.org.uk/news/em3-backs-regions-video-game-industry-guildford-games-festival-returns?utm_campaign=680984_EM3%20Business%20Briefing%2029.09.2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Enterprise%20M3&dm_i=4ZTK,ELG8,1OXHQC,1P7T6,1
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WEST SUSSEX, BRIGHTON AND HOVE 

 

Crawley Leisure Park gains two new restaurants 

Two new restaurants are to open in Crawley.  There is to be a new Five Guys 
restaurant and a Wagamama (opens this month) in the Leisure Park.   

 

Shoreham based Ricardo proposing green development 

Engineering firm Ricardo, based in Shoreham, will convert an existing factory into an 
eco-friendly facility for developing hydrogen-fuelled engines, subject to government 
approval of the grant proposed by Coast to Capital LEP.  The facility would have the 
potential to grow high-skill technical employment in the region. 

Good news for entrepreneurial University of Brighton graduates 

Entrepreneurial graduates are eligible for a grand to kick-start their businesses 
thanks to a venture launched by the University of Brighton and Santander who will 
provide a grand of between £500 and £1000 to those who need assistance.  
Applications are open to current students at Brighton Uni or those who have 
graduated in the last five years. 

 

 

 

LEP NEWS 

 

Solent LEP 

New funding is available from the Solent LEP through the New Forest Rural Fund 
which has been set up to support businesses in their recovery from Covid-19.  
Grants of up to £50,000 are available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.crawleyobserver.co.uk/business/consumer/new-five-guys-restaurant-planned-crawley-leisure-park-2981452
https://www.crawleyobserver.co.uk/business/consumer/new-five-guys-restaurant-planned-crawley-leisure-park-2981452
https://www.crawleyobserver.co.uk/business/consumer/new-five-guys-restaurant-planned-crawley-leisure-park-2981452
https://www.crawleyobserver.co.uk/business/wagamama-restaurant-open-crawley-2978283
https://www.theargus.co.uk/news/18689870.ricardo-reveals-plans-build-hydrogen-fuelled-engines/
https://www.theargus.co.uk/news/18720874.brighton-university-santander-help-graduates-grants/
https://solentlep.org.uk/new-forest-rural-sme-fund/
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New infographics (no link) 

The National Careers Service have released new infographics depicting labour 
market information by LEP area. 

Heart of the South West      Cornwall and Isles of Scilly  Dorset 

 

Coast to Capital   Solent   Enterprise M3 

 

As before, if you would like copies of the infographics please let me know.  There is 
also one for the South East LEP area and for London. 
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USEFUL WEBSITES 

 

• Qdos Careers App 
 
New free careers information resource for young people is live. Apple App 
Store link below iPhones or iPads is:  
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/qdos-careers-app/id1524921452?ign-
mpt=uo%3D2    
 
The Qdos Careers App is now live on Google Store too, for Android devices, 
using this link:   
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.hongwei.careersapp&hl=en
_GB  

 
Careers in the Creative Sector 
 

• https://discovercreative.careers/#/  (a directory that pulls in career information 
from lots of other creative websites including some of those below) 

• www.screenskills.com (Film) 

• www.dba.org.uk/all-about-design/careers-in-design (Design) 

• https://www.oca.ac.uk/  (Photography)  

• https://www.ccskills.org.uk/ (General) 

• https://www.ukmusic.org/skills-academy/cc-skills/ (Music) 

 

 

 

 

FUTURE EVENTS (Please be aware that these events may not take place due to COVID-19) 

 

 

• 7th October - Exeter Jobs Fair Exeter Corn Exchange 10.00 am - 1.00 pm - 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/exeter-jobs-fair-tickets-83146855483  

• w/c 12th October – Maritime UK week - 
https://www.maritimeuk.org/week/public/event/  

• 14th November - Nursing Times Careers Live Event –10.00 am - 4.30 pm. 
https://live.nursingtimes.net/brighton 

• 27th November – Brighton Jobs Fair, 10.00 am – 1.00 pm at the AMEX 
stadium - https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brighton-jobs-fair-tickets-
84583652983  

• National Careers Week – 1st – 6th March 2021 
 

 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/qdos-careers-app/id1524921452?ign-mpt=uo%3D2
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/qdos-careers-app/id1524921452?ign-mpt=uo%3D2
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.hongwei.careersapp&hl=en_GB
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.hongwei.careersapp&hl=en_GB
https://discovercreative.careers/#/
http://www.screenskills.com/
http://www.dba.org.uk/all-about-design/careers-in-design
https://www.oca.ac.uk/
https://www.ccskills.org.uk/
https://www.ukmusic.org/skills-academy/cc-skills/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/exeter-jobs-fair-tickets-83146855483
https://www.maritimeuk.org/week/public/event/
https://live.nursingtimes.net/brighton
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brighton-jobs-fair-tickets-84583652983
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brighton-jobs-fair-tickets-84583652983

