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We hope you enjoy reading this weeks highlights.  Please find the link below: 

 

Link:  https://sway.office.com/FjqaZ8rvg8yNh0Qi?ref=Link 

 

 

Ms K Jones 

Assistant Headteacher 

 
 

PPEs (Pre-Public Exams)  
The Purpose of PPEs 

 
Students will have four scheduled PPE periods over their two-year Sixth Form journey.  The purpose of these is to    
mimic the conditions under which students will sit their final A Level and BTEC exams. This experience ensures that   
students are used to examination conditions and regulations that must be followed and is also a vital feedback point 
for students; critical in aiding them in reflections on their learning to ensure they continually improve as they progress 
through their courses.  
 
The Current Working Grades provided after each PPE are designed to guide students in their Next Steps decisions,    
helping to initially guide research on university courses, apprenticeships and employment opportunities.  In order to 
use this progress data to best inform next steps, it's important that students prepare to the best of their ability for PPEs 
so this is the best possible reflection of their ability at that point in the course.  
 

PPE Dates (Year 12 Academic Year 2022-2023) 
 

PPE1: 23-27 January 2023 (Art exam days in week commencing 16 January for Art students) 
PPE2: 5-16 June 2023 

 
Exam Timetables  

 
Exam timetables will be sent to students and their Parents or Carers in advance.  This will advise students of the time, 
date and locations of exams. It is important that students arrive at least 15 minutes before the scheduled exam time.  
 
In PPE1 students will sit one exam per subject, with the exception of further maths where two papers are scheduled.  
 
PPE two spans two weeks with most subjects scheduling two papers, one sat in each week per subject  

https://sway.office.com/FjqaZ8rvg8yNh0Qi?ref=Link


 
Access Arrangements  

 
For those students with exam access arrangements in place, this will be noted on exam timetables.  All students who 
joined us from other schools have been asked to complete a survey detailing their access arrangements in place in their 
previous schools.  Please contact us as soon as possible if you have any concerns regarding this.  
 

PPE2 and UCAS grades  
 
A UCAS grade is the grade of qualification an applicant’s school or college believes a student is likely to achieve in    
positive circumstances.  UCAS grades are published home to Parents, Carers and students at the beginning of Year 13 
and are important in guiding university applications; giving admissions teams an idea of a student’s potential on which 
to base offers. These predicted grades are also requested in apprenticeship applications.  
 
PPE2 results and the progress a student has demonstrated they can make between PPE1 and PP2 is the starting point 
on which teachers base professional judgements on likely outcomes.  To this end, it is crucial that students recognise 
the importance of PPE results in providing teachers with a valid picture of students’ ability with which to consider what 
grade reflects their best effort.  
 

Supporting Students at home in Preparing for PPE Exams  
 
By this point in Year 12, students should be establishing a regular pattern of independent learning - working towards 
completing one hour to every hour spent in class.  As PPEs approach, students should be scheduling increasing revision 
time into their independent learning sessions.  
 
There are two different types of tasks that are scientifically proven to be most effective in maximising independent 
learning; 
 
1. Recall and retrieval practice; The Leitner Box Method is brilliant and a technique that students have been taught 

in form time. The focus here is on ensuring that information gets into the unlimited capacity, long term memory.  
 
2. Exam question practice; This can include a variety of tasks such as breaking down exam questions, writing plans 
 or practice paragraphs/introductions/conclusions, or writing under timed conditions.  The focus here is on    
 building schemas, enabling students to better synthesise and apply knowledge in exam conditions. This utilises 
 and strengthens students' working memory.  
 
Exams can be a stressful time for students and there are lots of ways that you can help and support at home; from 
quizzing them on cue cards, encouraging them to talk you through something they have revised that day, providing 
accountability for sticking to their study plans or praising them for improving their study habits - this is all fantastic for 
building students’ confidence and helping them perform their best. 
 
We have lots of mechanisms in place at school to offer students additional support in preparing for exams and helping 
students manage their mental health and wellbeing.  In an instance where you have any concerns about your child in 
this regard, please do not hesitate to contact their Form Tutor or Head of Year in the first instance.  
 

 

https://www.mindedge.com/learning-science/the-leitner-system-how-does-it-work/#:~:text=The%20Leitner%20System%20employs%20the,learning%20over%20periods%20of%20time.


 
Sixth Form Attendance 

 
The correlation between attendance and students’ educational achievement is well documented, for this reason we 
encourage students to keep their attendance as high as possible.  
 
Our policies and support mechanisms in school aim to help students bridge the gap between compulsory schooling and 
their next steps, whether that be employment, apprenticeships or higher education. In keeping with this, we allow    
students to leave school site for lunch or to engage in independent study in their allocated ‘study periods’.  
 
We currently have a system in place whereby we ask students to manually sign in and out of the school site, via a QR 
code and short Google Form.  This allows us to keep accurate records as to who is on school site in the event that there 
was a fire drill or other emergency.  We have listened to student voice feedback regarding this system and I am pleased 
to advise that as of next week we will be trialling the use of a ‘sign in companion app’ - once students have the app   
installed, students will be automatically signed out when they leave the school site.  
 
We will be sending all Year 12 students a link to install and sign into the application on Monday morning during Form 
time and would appreciate it if you could please reiterate the importance of this at home.  Please do contact me in the 
event that you have any further questions or concerns regarding this.  
 
 
 

Student Phone Numbers 
 
In some circumstances, for example in the event that an attendance alert is raised when a student does not arrive to a 
lesson, we may sometimes contact you to aid us in locating your child.  This is a policy that we have reflected upon and 
will be making a minor amendment to.  
 
Given that students are now in the post compulsory phase of their education and we expect them to exhibit greater 
independence and responsibility in this, we feel that it is more appropriate to contact the student directly in the first 
instance, before interrupting parents' busy days!  
 
Can I please ask that all Parents and Carers complete this brief google form to ensure that we have up to date mobile 
phone contact details for students.  
 
 
Mrs E Pearson  
Head of Sixth Form  
Assistant Headteacher 
 
 

https://forms.gle/JScWfQiyDmPPyzAo6


 
Absence Reporting 

 
Glyn School requires a daily message from Parents or Carers before 8.00am to inform us of a student’s absence from 
school due to either illness or medical appointments. Please see below for the options of how to report an absence for 
your child:  
 
Year 12 and Year 13 
• Via the ClassCharts App 
• Email 6thformabsence@glynschool.org  
• Telephone call to our Absence Line: 020 8716 4949 - option 2 
 
It is important that any emails regarding absences for illness or medical are sent to attendance@glynschool.org to    
ensure that the message is picked up in a timely manner. 
 
When should I keep my child home from school? 
It can sometimes be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school when they are not feeling 100% but 
this NHS website (link below) might help. You can also find this link on the School Website under ‘Attendance’: https://
www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 
 
Other Absence (not illness or medical appointments)  
For all other absences, Parents or Carers need to complete the Leave of Absence in Exceptional Circumstances form 
on our website under the Parents & Carers/Attendance tab, or use the link below, in advance of the proposed absence: 
Student Application Form for Leave of Absence for Exceptional Circumstances 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
The Attendance Team 

mailto:6thformabsence@glynschool.org
mailto:attendance@glynschool.org
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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