
Year 10 Response Curriculum  

Half Term 2: Monday 2 November to Friday 18 December 2020 

 Subject Theme Rationale 

Art Observation Students create their best concept in clay, 
developing from two-dimensional skills to 
three-dimensional skills. This concludes the first 
coursework project of GCSE. 
Students begin their second coursework 
project. This project is designed to be more 
personal to promote independence so that 
students are ready for their ESA project. 
It begins with observational drawing of portraits 
to refine skills in drawing and photography. 

Biology Unit 5: Homeostasis This unit of work is taught at the start of Year 10 
to focus on how energy is transferred within 
living organisms and how all life on Earth relies 
on an input of energy. This unit focuses on the 
chemical reactions of photosynthesis and 
respiration and allows for a substantial practical 
component for students to recap their 
investigative skills and revisit the terminology 
used during scientific investigations and gives 
an opportunity for practical reports to be 
written to focus on scientific literacy. 
Homeostasis follows on from these key 
reactions to focus on how our internal 
conditions need to be kept at a constant level to 
sustain life. It also delves into the hormonal 
control of the menstrual cycle and leads to a 
discussion of contraception and fertility 
treatments when students have the maturity to 
fully engage with the content. 

Business Business Plans Re-energise students by looking at new content 
and most relevant topic to their lives.  

Chemistry  Chemical Changes  Students will start using their knowledge of 
bonding (from Year 9 studies) to discover how 
specific elements and compounds react with 
each other. They will build on their knowledge 
of reactivity from Key Stage 3 to explain the 
reactions of acids. Students will then have an 
opportunity to cement their understanding of 
quantitative chemistry and start to form links to 
the applications of the calculations they have 
previously learnt by using them alongside the 
reactions of acids to form salts.  
Students will develop their understanding of 
more complex practical techniques that can be 
used in the laboratory. 

Design and Technology Metal Cloakroom Tidy Development of skills for NEA. 



Drama DNA Set Text Work and 
Stimulus-Based Devising 
Work. 

This term will be about recapping all of the 
work on ‘Practitioners’ before using this re-cap 
to help inform the students about set text work, 
which was covered during lockdown. 
This will be followed by a stimulus-based 
performance piece, preparing them for a piece 
of examination work at the end of Year 10. 

Economics Economic Growth  Half Term 2 introduces Macro-Economics and 
the concepts of economic growth, which is the 
main economic objective.  Other objectives 
students learn in the next year will be used as a 
discussion on how pursuing one conflicts with 
another, particularly economic growth.   
This leads students to understand the concept 
of Opportunity Cost, which was introduced in 
Year 9. 

English  ‘An Inspector Calls’, 
interleaved with 
Language Paper 2 
Reading and Language 
Paper 1 writing 

A key priority is to build confidence in Year 10 
students who were away from school for 
several months. An Inspector Calls is a modern 
drama with a clear narrative structure, enabling 
honing of analysis skills and personal 
interpretations. This builds on the key skills 
developed in Year 9 but applies and develops 
those skills in reference to a drama text.            
In particular, there is a focus on an in-depth 
exploration of the relationship between the text 
and context. In 2019, exam board stressed the 
importance of students engaging with wider 
issues of inequality, injustice, gender, race, age, 
democracy etc.  Students begin here to grapple 
with those ideas in their own writing, inspired 
by some of the issues thrown up in the play.  
Creative writing revisits skills from Year 9 and 
develops conscious crafting of sentence, 
vocabulary and punctuation, inspired by the 
studied literary text. 

Food Technology Working characteristics, 
functional, chemical 
properties of proteins, 
carbohydrates, fats and 
dairy. 

Food safety and the working characteristics of 
different foods link into assessment objectives 
1, 2, 3, and 4 before students undertake a mock 
exam for NEA 1. 

French  Where You Live Students build on the knowledge acquired in 
Years 7-9.  These topics cover new and familiar 
vocabulary and structures and add more 
complex structures and grammatical challenge. 

Geography  Weather Hazards and 
Climate Change  

In this topic, students learn about the key 
physical factors that influence our weather and 
climate; they learn how and why global climate 
has changed, and they gain a deeper 
understanding of the UK’s unique and changing 
climate. The concepts in this topic form the 



basis for several concepts in the Ecosystems 
and UK Challenges topics that follow in Years   
10 and 11. 
In the second part of the topic, students learn 
how climate change has potentially influenced 
the severity of the two hydro-meteorological 
hazards of tropical cyclones and drought. 
Students also develop an understanding of how 
the impacts of and responses to tropical 
cyclones and drought vary due to a country’s 
level of economic development. This ties in with 
the Global Development topic which they will 
have studied in Year 9. 

History The Weimar Republic 
1919-1929 

Students will learn about the formation of the 
Weimar Republic after World War One and the 
violent struggle between Communism and 
Fascism at this time. This is important as it lays 
the foundation for some of the ideological 
concepts in the Cold War module to be taken in 
the summer term. Students will then learn how 
this violence made it very hard for the Weimar 
Government to govern and how this 
encouraged a young Adolf Hitler to attempt to 
seize power in the Beer Hall Putsch in 1923. This 
is crucial to Unit 2, which will be taught after 
Christmas, as that focuses on how Hitler used 
this event to fashion a new version of the Nazi 
Party which was able to get itself elected to 
power by 1933. 

Maths Simultaneous Equations  The topics are sequenced to allow for students 
to revisit and deepen their algebraic 
understanding from KS3. It addresses the need 
to revisit these key skills and allow students to 
use and develop their algebraic techniques. 
Graphical methods will also be explored which 
prepares the students for developing their 
proportional skills later in Year 10. 

Media Studies  Representation Students will study a range of media forms in 
terms of a theoretical framework which consists 
of media language and representation.  
Students will explore how the media, through 
their forms, codes and conventions, 
communicate meanings to a specific audience. 
Students will then develop their knowledge and 
understanding of how the media portray 
events, issues, individuals and social groups 
through various representations. 

Music Composition Analysis 
and Recreation 

Students will learn how to use Soundtrap and 
use this DAW (digital audio workstation) to 
recreate a full piece of music. This will introduce 
students to the new program they will be using 



for their GCSE and allow them to gain a complex 
insight into how music is composed and 
arranged successfully. 

Physical Education (PE) Sports Psychology As a department, we feel it is imperative that 
students start with topics that challenge the 
importance of being physically, socially and 
mentally healthy. By studying topics centred 
around these themes, we are confident that 
students will return to the love of learning that 
we pride ourselves on the subject delivering. 

Physics Energy  The underlying concept of all of physics is 
revisited at the start of Year 10, with more 
complex applications now introduced.  
Using the building blocks of energy stores and 
basic kinetic theory studied in Year 9, students 
will consolidate their understanding and will be 
introduced to Specific Heat Capacity, the 
transfer of heat energy in general. Specific Heat 
Capacity will be explored in detail with a 
dedicated required practical. 

Psychology Developmental 
Psychology - stages of 
development 

These topics are engaging and interesting; they 
apply to everyday life and are relevant to 
experiences most students will be able to relate 
to. They also build on information students 
have learned in Year 9, which provides an 
excellent opportunity for interleaved revision 
and recap. 

Religious Studies (RS) Islam Practices  Two new topics needed completing before 
exam. 

Sociology Research 
Methods/Family  

To learn how to recall/apply previous 
foundation knowledge within the exam context. 

Spanish Where you live  Students build on the knowledge acquired in 
Years 7-9.  These topics cover new and familiar 
vocabulary and structures and add more 
complex structures and grammatical challenge. 

 

 

 


