
Year 11 Response Curriculum  

Half Term 1: Wednesday 2 September to Friday 23 October  

 Subject Theme Rationale 

Biology Unit 6: Inheritance The Inheritance Unit of work involves some of 
the more challenging biological concepts and is 
taught at a point in the GCSE course to allow for 
focus and engagement to be maximised. It also 
allows for continued revisiting of these 
concepts throughout the year by retrieval 
practice. 

Business Promotional Strategies Units delivered in the recommended order of 
the exam board, Edexcel.  These topics allow for 
interleaving of pre-existing student knowledge. 

Chemistry  Organic Chemistry Having learnt about Covalent Bonding in Year 9, 
students will now be able to apply their 
knowledge of it to the real world by looking at 
carbon-based compounds and how the bonding 
within different molecules gives them different 
properties. Students will be able to further their 
understanding of where the atmospheric 
pollutants covered in Year 10 have originated 
from by delving into crude oil and combustion. 
As they move on to rates of reactions and the 
collision theory, students will continue to 
further their understanding of the relationships 
between different elements and compounds 
and how they react. They will be able to extend 
their knowledge from Year 10 of energy 
changes to apply it to reaction rates and how 
changing conditions of a reaction can change 
the yield of products, using both new reactions 
and those covered in Year 10. 

Design and Technology NEA Design 
Development  

 

Drama Practitioners 
Re-Introduction and 
Devising project. 

The first two weeks of this academic year will 
be spent reminding students of the preparation 
work we did for the Devising project exam - and 
recapping this in the first two weeks - this will 
then lead into students working on their 
Devising project to perform in 
October/November. 
Once completed, we will come back to DNA set 
text work for preparation for PPEs. 

Economics Monetary Policy & 
Externalities 

Half Term 1 completes the macro-economic 
topic relating to Government objectives and 
policies.  This builds on from the objectives 
learnt last year.  Students will be able to explain 
how Government policies such as monetary 
policy has an impact on their objectives and 
evaluate their effectiveness. 



English  Power and Conflict 
Poetry Anthology 

Students explore poems that are thematically 
linked in pairs, where they will analyse 
language, form and structure, meanings/effects 
and writer's intentions. Consolidating the 
expectation that students will have a ‘personal 
response’ to a literary text, honing everything 
they have studied so far and honing analysis 
skills and academic writing. Poetry - as mostly 
‘standalone’ lessons - gives students confidence 
in engaging with a range of whole texts and 
enables swift and low-stakes assessment and 
feedback, leading to mastery of literary analysis. 

Food Technology NEA 1 NEA 1 is currently under review as part of the 
Government’s proposal for GCSE 2021. 
If this element is not required for GCSE, 
students will complete a directed NEA 1 
(science-based experiment) before commencing 
NEA 2 at an earlier date. Students are assessed 
on key learning principles behind NEA 1 in the 
written exam, therefore it is important that 
students learn this process. 

French  School, Further 
Education and Careers 

Students build on the knowledge acquired in 
Years 7-10.  These topics cover new and familiar 
vocabulary and structures and add more 
complex structures and grammatical challenge 

Geography  Resource Management In Resource Management, students learn about 
the management of resources at local, national 
and global scales, looking at an overview of 
food, energy and water. Students then carry out 
an in-depth study of water use and  
management in the UK and further afield, 
including the USA and China. The aim is to 
deepen students’ understanding of the 
complexities surrounding water management in 
both the UK and other global locations at 
differing economic stages of development, 
thereby linking to the Global Development 
topic. 

History Weimar and  
Nazi Germany Unit 3:  
The Consolidation of Nazi 
Power 

The Consolidation of Nazi Power will be studied 
between September and October and covers 
how the Nazis, after seizing power, were able to 
consolidate their power through utilisation of 
events such as the Reichstag fire, which 
essentially allowed them to destroy Weimar 
Democracy and establish a one party state. 

Maths Graphical 
Representations Linear 

The topics are sequenced this way to allow for 
progression from Year 10, and to provide an 
opportunity to revisit and develop 
understanding of graphical representations - 
especially for content taught remotely. It has a 
strong overlap with algebraic methods, so will 



further develop students’ algebra skills, 
allowing them to select appropriate concepts, 
methods and techniques to apply to  
Non-routine and unfamiliar problems.    

Media Studies  Newspapers and  
The News 

Students will continue to study a range of 
media forms in terms of a theoretical 
framework, which consists of media language, 
representation, media industries and audiences. 
They will study newspapers and the news, radio 
and film in depth and apply all areas of the 
theoretical framework and media theory. 
Students will learn how the media industries' 
processes of production, distribution and 
circulation affect media forms and platforms. 
Furthermore, how media forms target, reach 
and address audiences, how audiences 
interpret and respond to them, and how 
members of audiences become producers 
themselves. 

Physical Education (PE) Movement Analysis The department feels it is an ideal time to 
prepare students with the knowledge required 
to complete their non-examined assessment. 
Challenging topics such as 'movement analysis' 
will develop a greater understanding of how the 
body operates during sporting activity and this 
will be transferred into their extended pieces of 
writing. 

Physics Forces With the fundamentals of energy, and 
particularly the conservation of energy studied 
in Year 10, students are now able to embark 
fully on the study of Newton’s Laws of Motion. 
These laws govern classical physics and their 
application is all to see in our everyday lives. 
There is a lot of new language here, for example 
inertia, moments and the resolving of forces.  
Students begin with an overview of forces and 
the key language to explain them including 
concepts of scalars and vectors. Students will be 
using a huge amount of their mathematical 
skills to solve complex problems including 
graphical analysis of motion graphs. Students 
will apply this understanding to the example of 
terminal velocity before studying further 
concepts such as momentum and atmospheric 
pressure.  

Psychology Criminal Psychology These topics are brand new content for 
students and the topics are an engaging way to 
start Year 11. 

Sociology Crime and Deviance This subject naturally follows on from the core 
concepts taught in Year 10 and enables 



students to apply these theories in a different 
setting. 

Spanish School, Further 
Education and Careers 

Students build on the knowledge acquired in 
Years 7-10.  These topics cover new and familiar 
vocabulary and structures and add more 
complex structures and grammatical challenge.   

 

 

 


