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Glyn School Newsletter - Friday 11 March 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Please find below a link to this week’s Glyn Newsletter, which contains important information and news about the school. 
 
Link:  Glyn School Newsletter - Friday 11 March 2022 
 
Wishing you a restful weekend. 
 
Miss Marion Meadows 
Publicity Officer 
Glyn School  

 

 
 

 

 
 

Drugs and Substance Misuse  
 
At Glyn School, we are continually aware of the different risks that students may encounter throughout their teenage 
years and into adulthood. As part of the PSHCE curriculum, students are taught about these risks and most                 
importantly, how to cope with them.  
 
Steven Mervish, a Specialist Substance Misuse Practitioner, has prepared a video for our Parents and Carers: ‘Does My 
Child Know More Than Me?’ The video talks very openly about different types of drugs and the possible consequences 
of them. It also talks about why children may engage with drugs and how to support them. The video should play     
directly from the link, however, on some computers you may need to download it.  
 
Does My Child Know More Than Me? - Video Link 
 
Please do take the time to watch the video. We also have the Glyn Sharp Website, where you can find further            
information about a range of safeguarding topics and support services. The website also has a reporting function if you 
have any concerns you would like to raise anonymously. 
 
If you have any questions or require further support from us or from Steven, please contact me via email 
H.Thompkins@glynschool.org  
 
Miss H Thompkins 
Deputy Headteacher 
Designated Safeguarding Lead 
 

 
 

https://glyn.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Glyn-Newsletter-Friday-11-March-2022-.pdf?ts=1647005617525
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WjwAkb6dpwmvPctYbK5V09T1eVXkSTDI/view
https://glynschool.thesharpsystem.com/
mailto:H.Thompkins@glynschool.org


Supporting Students in developing effective independent learning skills  
 
Having spoken to Parents and Carers at both our Parents and Carers Evening and Next Steps Information Evening, it is  
evident that many Parents and Carers share our concerns regarding the quantity and quality of revision which is being 
completed by Year 12 students. We are finding that for many students, recognition of just how fundamental                
independent study is for success at A Level is lacking and is an area that needs improvements to demonstrate progress 
in their next PPEs in June! As outlined yesterday evening, these PPEs are exceptionally important as they will inform  
students UCAS/predicted grades. 
 
I am sure that lots of conversations are happening at home, trying to encourage and support students to make changes 
in this area, but we thought that it could be a good point in the year, whilst PPE results are still ‘fresh’ in students’ 
minds, to try and ensure that students are taking a proactive and disciplined approach to this.  
 
With regards to independent study, students should be asking themselves two key questions: 
 
• What quantity of independent work is currently being completed?  
• What is the quality of independent work being completed?  
 
With regards to QUANTITY, students should be aiming to be starting Year 13 with the established routine that every one 
hour of learning in class should be matched with a further one hour independent study. In the same way that we     
wouldn't expect someone to go from being a couch potato to then running a marathon a week later, we don't expect 
students to rise to this challenge straight away - what we do hope however is that students are making strides to at 
least ensure that every lesson has a 20/30 minute independent session which they then incrementally increase to reach 
the desired one hour for each one hour. I have created a ‘time blocked’ Study Planner and will be encouraging all       
students to use this to firstly audit their current independent learning time and to then make some adjustments to bring 
them more in line with the end goal of 1 hour:1hour!  
 
Secondly, is the question of QUALITY once students sit down to complete their designated independent study time. 
What kinds of activities are they undertaking?  - ineffective ‘slippery’ strategies, or effective ‘sticky’ ones. We give      
students lots of advice in Form times as to independent learning techniques they could be using and stress to students 
that this will be a case of trial and error. Some strategies they try will not be for them, and others that they may assume 
won’t work could turn out to be great! It's important that students are open-minded to trying out different techniques 
and are reflective as to their success.  Students should steer clear of ‘passive’ revision techniques, like reading,          
highlighting, copying out notes, etc and instead be looking to push their brains so they are having to really ‘think hard’. 
Recall and retrieval practice, practising exam questions, using effective note-taking strategies, such as ‘Cornell’ or using 
apps such as ‘Anki’, ‘Quizlet’ or ‘Seneca’ can be brilliant at helping students to build a secure knowledge base.  
 
Every other Friday, in Form time, students are directed to complete a reflection on the prior fortnight. Again, we would 
greatly appreciate your support in encouraging your children to see value in these and complete them, but also speak to 
them more generally about their targets for the week and whether they have mapped out the steps which will help 
them to achieve this.  
 
As always, we are happy to give further advice and support if you have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s 
progress. Please contact their Tutor or Head of Year (k.bhumbla@glynschool.org) should you wish to discuss further.  
 
Mrs E Pearson, Assistant Headteacher, Head of Sixth Form  
 

Link: Independent Learning Time Planner  
 

mailto:k.bhumbla@glynschool.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GOimSrlsyQNMjc86lSepeAASwfqtmJ9-Xbr_HsqjlvY/edit


 
What to do this summer after GCSEs? 

 

The National Citizen Service (NCS) is an opportunity that helps 15-17-year olds build skills for work and life, embark on new           

challenges, meet new people and contribute to the local community. 

The NCS programme is run by The Challenge. NCS is a superb, three week-long experience for Year 11 and Year 12 students following 

their exams and crucially, it is endorsed by UCAS. As it is endorsed by the government the cost is never more than £50.  However,       

if this is something you cannot afford there are bursaries available which you can apply for, it really is an opportunity not to be 

missed.   You can apply for a bursary by calling 0800 197 8010. 

The programme is broken up into phases: 

Phase 1 – Be Epic 

In your first week, you’ll live away from home and nurture your adventurous side. Whether you take on the high ropes, wild waves, or 

scale a wall, one thing we can guarantee is, by Friday night you’ll feel fearless (and pretty worn out)! Don’t worry, you’ll have the 

weekend back home to catch your breath. 

Phase 2 – Live Life 

Next up? Enjoy another five days away from home with your new-found mates. Get a crash course in adulting and pick up skills to set 

you up for life. 

By the time you’re done, you’ll be speaking to a room full of people without freezing up and know a whole load more about what you 

want from life after school. 

Phase 3 – Do Good 

Fuelled by your first two weeks, you’ll have the opportunity to use your voice and have a lasting impact. Want to see a change in your 

community? Countrywide? Or even globally? This is your chance to deliver an impressive ‘passion project’ – we can’t wait to see what 

you and your teammates achieve! 

Phase 4- Go Party! 

Ok, so this is a VIPOYE (Very Important Part of Your Experience), naturally. By this point, you’ll have achieved A LOT.  Now it’s time to 

be recognised. You’ve got to go out with a bang, right? 

 In the summer of 2019, 60 Glyn students took part in NCS.  They had an amazing time and had new skills and experiences which they 

could put on their CV and University Personal Statement. 

Representatives from NCS will be delivering an assembly on Wednesday 16 March and will have a 

stand at lunch time for students to ask questions and sign up.  Students can book their places already 

should they wish at https://wearencs.com/sign-up-to-ncs 

Ms M McKenna 

Assistant Headteacher Upper School 

https://wearencs.com/sign-up-to-ncs

