
Year 13 Response Curriculum  

Half Term 2: Monday 2 November to Friday 18 December 2020  

 Subject Theme Rationale 

Biology Energy and Ecosystems 
Nutrient Cycles 
Populations and Evolution 

This second year of the A Level course builds 
on the fundamental topics taught previously 
and we start with teaching the Biochemistry 
of photosynthesis and respiration which links 
to molecular structure and enzyme action. 
This topic poses some challenges and 
teaching it at the beginning of the year 
provides opportunities for revisiting and 
interleaving. We also look at the idea of 
populations in different ecosystems and how 
this links to the idea of diversity and expands 
on the basic understanding of sampling 
covered at GCSE level. Moving on from this 
unit to the idea of inheritance and how 
inheriting different traits leads to changes 
within populations of the same species 
creates a seamless flow between different 
units of content. Teaching this unit at this 
point allows for future units of work to build 
on the understanding of the role genetics 
plays many aspects of biology. 
In the second half term, we focus on energy 
and energy transfer in the context of 
ecosystems and build on the fundamental 
biochemical understanding of 
photosynthesis and respiration. This allows 
students to link the ideas from different 
units in a synoptic manner and the subject of 
Biology can be viewed in a holistic way. 
Students are then taught about how 
populations within ecosystems change and 
understanding genetic changes lead to a 
deeper understanding of the process of 
evolution by the mechanism of natural 
selection. 

Business Studies Theories of Corporate 
Strategy 

Provides the ability to interleave topics 
covered during period of distance education 
and places students in the best position to 
access entire specification by Easter 2021, 
giving time for revision. 

Chemistry  Organics  
Acid-Base Equilibria 

Students return to Year 13 study by 
extending their knowledge from year 12 of 
both equilibria reactions and energetics. 
They will learn new methods to calculate the 
energy of different parts of a reaction 
mechanism and will start to investigate why 
reactions take place. By delving further into 



enthalpy changes and discovering entropy, 
students will start to understand the links 
between these concepts and the feasibility of 
reactions. They will then move on to 
extending their knowledge of organic 
chemistry by looking at more homologous 
series like the aldehydes and the ketones 
and building on their Year 12 knowledge of 
the isomers of carbon based molecules. 
Simultaneously students will also be 
furthering their year 12 foundation of 
equilibrium reactions, by learning to 
calculate different types of constants and 
extending this further to look at the 
chemistry of acid and base equilibrium and 
buffer solutions, applying these to everyday 
situations like the regulation of pH in the 
blood. 

Design and Technology Design Development 
Prototyping 

Iterative design development for NEA 

Drama Devising Project Students will be focusing on their 
preparation for their PPE's with a focus being 
on the set text of Lysistrata. This will work in 
line with preparation for the first devising 
exam. The other examination work looked at 
during lockdown will also be built upon 

Economics Labour Markets Students move on to labour markets and use 
the concepts of Supply and Demand learnt in 
Year 12 to labour markets. They will be able 
to explain how different jobs command 
higher wages and the reasons for this, 
relating back to the concept of elasticity 
taught again in year 12. 
They can assess the impact of government 
intervention, taught in the final term in year 
12 on labour markets, for example the effect 
of the national minimum wage 

English and Media  Students revisit The Handmaid's Tale from 
Year 12. Streetcar is a clear narrative through 
which students are by now able to apply the 
more complex theories and terminology of 
Literature and Linguistics, and more complex 
contextual details. The themes are pertinent 
to issues in today's society. Theories, 
terminology and context all assist with 
coursework and revision of The Handmaid's 
Tale. 
Othello is normally recommended to be 
taught last in the course, alongside 
coursework, as it contains the critical theory 
Assessment Objective. 



At this point students are able to use the set 
texts as prisms through which to study the 
theoretical framework. These theories were 
introduced in year 12 but here they can 
explored in detail alongside context, which is 
required by Paper 2. 

Geography   Students will continue to study Human and 
Physical Geography concurrently in Year 13. 
In the Migration, Identity and Sovereignty 
topic (the final Human Geography topic), 
students will make numerous links with the 
Year 12 topics of Globalisation and 
Superpowers. They will learn that tensions 
can result between the logic of globalisation, 
with its growing levels of environmental, 
social and economic interdependence among 
people, economies and nation states, and 
the traditional definitions of national 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. At the 
same time, nationalist movements have 
grown in some places, challenging dominant 
models of economic change and redefining 
ideas of national identity. 
Having started the Water Cycle and Water 
Security topic in Year 12 and established an 
understanding of the hydrological cycle and 
system at different scales, students will 
progress by investigating the causes and 
impacts of water security in countries at 
different levels of development. A case study 
approach helps students to put key issues 
into specific contexts which they can build on 
with further independent research. 
In the second half of the term, the students 
will begin the Carbon Cycle and Energy 
Security topic. Students will understand the 
importance of a balanced carbon cycle in 
maintaining planetary health. They will learn 
that changes to the most important stores of 
carbon and carbon fluxes are a result of 
physical and human processes. Reliance on 
fossil fuels has caused significant changes to 
carbon stores and contributed to climate 
change resulting from anthropogenic carbon 
emissions. 
The water and carbon cycles and the role of 
feedback in and between the two cycles 
provide a context for developing an 
understanding of climate change. 
 
 



History Britain: losing and gaining 
an Empire 1763 - 1914 - The 
changing nature of the 
extent of trade and the 
Royal Navy 
Controlled Assessment - To 
what extent was Nazi 
Germany 1933-1945 a 
totalitarian state, Bullet 
Point One: What do the 
interpretations say about 
where power lay in Nazi 
Germany? 

Like in Year 12, Year 13 students are taught 
two parts of the course concurrently. The 
first being Britain: losing and gaining an 
Empire, 1763-1914. This course looks at how 
the British Empire evolved over time and 
what influenced this change, building on 
skills learnt at KS3 and KS4. The content of 
this course builds on content learned at 
beginning of KS3 and in particular goes into a 
lot more detail with the American War of 
Independence. During this topic we draw on 
what pupils learned in Year 9 Vietnam War 
lessons and GCSE Warfare through time in 
looking at the idea of asymmetrical warfare 
and the need to win hearts and minds. As 
with other topics the Empire topic uses 
sources and interpretations and students 
build on skills of looking at primary texts that 
they learned in KS3 during the same period. 
 
Runnign alongside this students will also 
begin to write their coursework which is 
worth 20% of their final grade and comprises 
of a 4000 word assignment based on using 
contextual knowledge to assess and evaluate 
Historical Interpretations of where power lay 
within the Nazi state focusing on 
intentionalist and structuralist viewpoints. 
Students will build on source and 
interpetations skills learned on Paper 3 of 
the GCSE course as well the same content 
learned for this paper (Weimar and Nazi 
Germany 1919-1939) but in much more 
detail. 

Law Tort Law:  
Advanced Offences 

By Year 13, Law students are familiar with 
how to charge, apply and conclude basic 
criminal and tort offences. They are also 
practised in answering scenario questions 
and identifying offences and defences 
needed for that question. The natural, and 
most effective, progression is to gradually 
advance to more intricate and challenging 
offences using skills developed in year 1. 
More difficult offences require students to 
identify complex issues within the scenario, 
which are not as clear and easy to find as the 
more basic offences (studied in year 1). 
Students are ready to tackle these by the end 
of year 1. 

Maths Functions These topics will allow the students to revisit 
their algebraic skills and address any gaps. It 



will give them an opportunity to review the 
topics missed in Year 12 whilst progressing 
onto the next level of algebraic thinking. 

Music Mixing using advanced 
dynamics parameters and 
starting NEA brief, 
component 2 – Advanced 
synthesis techniques and 
starting NEA brief, the 
impact of analogue 
technology, studio 
interconnection, 
microphones and acoustics 

Half Term 2 covers advanced techniques in 
all areas to support with both the theoretical 
and practical elements of the course. 

Physical Education (PE)  As a department, we feel it is important to 
re-commence the KS5 course through 
development of topics previously covered in 
the GCSE specification. Students will be able 
to build on strong foundation knowledge in 
order to foster a continued love of learning 
that we feel is essential for success in this 
subject. 

Physics Radioactivity and 
Capacitors 

Students have studied Mechanics, Further 
Mechanics, Waves, Electricity and the core 
concepts learned here are now applied in 
more complex situations. Gravitational Fields 
will supply the foundation understanding for 
not only Electric and Magnetic Fields but also 
Capacitors and Electromagnetic Induction. 
They will learn how to apply their work from 
Circular Motion into orbits and satellites and 
how their study of gravitation field strength 
learned in Mechanics is no longer uniform 
but how it varies with separation between 2 
bodies. 
 
In Electric Fields they will revisit the concept 
of charge and circuits from Electricity and 
build on the uniform and radial fields learned 
in Gravitational fields and students learn 
how to apply this to field patterns and point 
charges. This will then be used in Magnetic 
Fields and Capacitors and Nuclear Physics. 

Psychology Child Development 
(Cognitive) & Medical 
Model of Mental Illness 

In Child Development, students learn about 
intelligence, teenage brain development, 
perceptual development and how children 
learn. These are engaging topics and 
applicable to students own lives. The Mental 
Illness topic is also engaging and topical. 

Religious Studies  These topics complete the AS units on Ethics 
and Philosophy; they underpin the A2 units 



which will then be immediately studied 
afterwards, leading up to half term. 

Sociology Crime and Deviance/Media Students learnt the foundation knowledge of 
the core concepts in the subject during Year 
12.  This topic allows students to explore 
their knowledge in a wider context which 
require greater in-depth and academically 
rigorous understanding. 

French  Social Issues and Trends 
Political and Artistic Culture 
 
 

These are the second series of sub-topics on 
the A Level syllabus from the topics of Social 
Issues and Trends and Political and Artistic 
Culture, respectively. Students will also learn 
more about the film and play they are 
studying.  Students will cover new 
vocabulary and grammar, enabling them to 
develop listening, speaking, reading and 
writing skills. 

Spanish Social Issues and Trends 
Political and Artistic Culture 
 
 

Taught by two teachers, each will teach 
either Multiculturalism in Hispanic Society / 
Aspects of Political Life in the Hispanic 
World. These are the second series of sub-
topics on the A Level syllabus from the topics 
of Social Issues and Trends and Political and 
Artistic Culture, respectively. Students will 
also learn more about the film and play they 
are studying.  Students will cover new 
vocabulary and grammar, enabling them to 
develop listening, speaking, reading and 
writing skills. 

 

 

 

 

 


