
Year 7 Response Curriculum  

Half Term 1: Wednesday 2 September to Friday 23 October  

 Subject Theme Rationale 

Art  Foundation Skills  An essential and basic introduction to explicit 
Art lessons, given that many students arrive at 
Key Stage 3 having only undertaken Art 
activities at primary school through ‘topics’.  
Includes: use of a sketchbook, safe practice in 
the Art rooms, observation from life using tone, 
proportion using a grid, creating visual texture 
through pattern and mark-making. 
An analysis of ‘Space as used by artists’. 
Students will learn about one and two point 
perspective to progress understanding from 
single forms to the relationships between forms 
in space. Students will start to learn painting 
skills, the colour wheel and develop knowledge 
of colour and light. 

Computing   Introduction to Digital 
Literacy 

The school system must be the first thing 
students learn and become familiar with. 

Design Technology  Dt Drawing Introduction The aims for this half term centre on developing 
students' ability to communicate effectively 
through the development of technical drawing 
techniques. Students are re-introduced to some 
basic techniques and skills that underpin the 
later learning and these will be familiar to them 
from Key Stage 2. We move on to learning how 
to render objects to represent different 
materials and to think carefully about the 
properties of these materials and how we 
communicate these to those reading the 
drawings. Oblique and Isometric drawing 
techniques are introduced, practised and 
embedded through a number of guided and 
independent exercises. The ability to draw well 
and communicate in three dimensions is an 
essential skill to access Design & Technology in 
Year 8 and later in Key Stage 4. 

Drama Rosa Parks These schemes of work have been designed to 
introduce students to a creative subject in a 
safe way, encouraging them to perform and 
assess each other’s work. Skills they will focus 
on include: cross cutting, imagery, tension 
creation on stage, physical theatre and 
monologue performance 

English Stories You Should Know. 
Grammar 

To build students’ knowledge of significant 
mythical, biblical and religious allusions. Stories 
chosen to complement allusions in the central 
texts studies later in the year. An emphasis on 
creative writing from the start aims to harness 



confidence and ‘best work’ from Key Stage 2 
and solidify sentence construction and 
vocabulary skills. We will systematically teach 
and consolidate sentence construction in order 
to investigate why writers make certain choices.  

French  Family and Where You 
Live 

The initial focus will be on pronunciation.         
All structures (including interrogatives) and 
vocabulary to be learnt are introduced via a 
Knowledge Organiser. These are designed to 
help students to confidently build sentences on 
the themes of family members, pets, age and 
where they live, and to form and answer 
questions related to these themes. 

Geography How do we investigate 
places? 

Students will begin with a partially transitional 
topic from Key Stage 2 as they recap some 
locational knowledge, key terms, and map skills. 
They will broaden and deepen their knowledge 
in all these aspects while learning new 
threshold concepts and skills upon which they 
will build throughout the 7-year curriculum; 
most importantly, enquiry skills and a complex 
understanding of place. Through a focus on 
their local place, students will begin to 
understand the human and physical processes 
that shape places, and they will be able to 
situate themselves in national, regional and 
global contexts. Following this, students will 
learn about Earth systems and several key 
physical geography concepts which will provide 
an important foundation for an understanding 
of our planet that will be revisited and 
progressed throughout the rest of the 7-year 
curriculum. Human-physical interaction is 
explored by looking at how people exploit 
natural resources, and this is linked to the 
concepts of change over time and space. 
The concepts of sustainability and renewable 
and non-renewable resources are also 
introduced, which are fundamental for 
progression throughout the curriculum. 

History Skills and 1066 Students will begin to learn the key skills of 
significance, causation, evidence and change 
over time. They will learn these skills through 
local and school history in the context of 
National and World History. They will start to 
look at types of historical sources and how they 
are used to form points of view, culminating in 
the students creating their own museum about 
the history of Glyn School. Students will begin 
to look at historical interpretations of      
Winston Churchill and how to judge whether 



these are deserved, based on their own 
knowledge. 

Science - Key Stage 3 Our Earth Half term 1: Our Earth. This covers two of the 
easier KS3 topics: Earth and Ecosystems. These 
two topics look at the bigger picture of               
interactions between the non-living (Earth) and 
living (Ecosystems) aspects of our planet. 
Earth covers different types of Rocks and the 
rock cycle, and the topic of Space. Rocks and 
Space as topics are a review of and build on   
concepts taught at KS2. There is familiarity for 
students regarding keywords and the science-
specific language which allows the KS3 level of 
learning to be more readily accessible. The topic 
of Space enables data analysis and calculation 
skills to be practiced with a familiar topic incl. 
weight vs mass and how weight changes in rela-
tion to gravity. Ecosystems reviews and builds on 
key concepts learnt at KS2 and introduces more 
complex concepts linked to the interactions of            
organisms with their environment and each 
other that are the basics of theory taught at 
GCSE. Teaching this topic in Half term 1,         
students will still be able to see ‘real-life’        
examples of food chains and food webs and how 
interdependence between organisms     operates 
in their back gardens/parks which will provide 
examples that they can reference in the class-
room.  

Maths Sequences Students coming up from Year 6 are likely to 
have missed the Algebra block from the 
National Curriculum. The focus therefore is to 
develop a deep understanding of the basic 
Algebraic forms. Students will explore 
sequences in detail, numerically and 
diagrammatically. They will make and test 
conjectures, and move freely between 
different numerical, algebraic, graphical and 
diagrammatic representations. 

Music Soundtrap piano and 
theory 

Students will begin to learn piano and theory 
basics through Soundtrap in order for them to 
continue using these skills throughout             
Key Stage 3. These lessons will teach students 
how to play the piano, read music notation and 
use music technology skills through Soundtrap 
on their Chromebooks. 

Physical Education (PE) Physical Training – 
Components of Fitness 

As a department, we feel it is vital that 
students understand the importance of living a 
healthy, active lifestyle in light of what could 
have been a particularly inactive series of 
months. 
These topics cover a variety of areas, all 
catered to ensuring our students understand 
how to maximise their physical, mental and 
social health and performance.  
An amended practical timetable in light of our 
current restrictions will feature: 



Basketball, Handball, Table Tennis, Badminton, 
Short Tennis, Hockey, Cricket, Softball and 
Fitness Training. 

Religious Studies  Our Place in the Universe We look at belief systems across the World       
in order to understand why people believe in 
what they do, and the purposes of it.  

Spanish Family and where you live The initial focus will be on pronunciation.         
All structures (including interrogatives) and 
vocabulary to be learnt are introduced via a 
Knowledge Organiser. These are designed to 
help students to confidently build sentences on 
the themes of family members, pets, age and 
where they live, and to form and answer 
questions related to these themes. 

 

 


