
Year 7 Response Curriculum  

Half Term 2: Monday 2 November to Friday 18 December 2020   

 Subject Theme Rationale 

Art Foundation Skills  An essential and basic introduction to explicit 
Art lessons, given that many students arrive at 
Key Stage 3 having only undertaken Art 
activities at primary school through ‘topics’.  
Includes: use of a sketchbook, safe practice in 
the Art rooms, observation from life using tone, 
proportion using a grid, creating visual texture 
through pattern and mark-making. 
An analysis of ‘Space as used by artists’. 
Students will learn about one and two point 
perspective to progress understanding from 
single forms to the relationships between forms 
in space. Students will start to learn painting 
skills, the colour wheel and develop knowledge 
of colour and light. 

Computing Computational Thinking 
Algorithms and 
Programming 

The first main topic is Computational Thinking, 
as every aspect of Computer Science involves 
these skills 

Design and Technology Graphical Project During this half term, students will be 
completing the Graphical project which will 
apply the technical drawing learning that has 
been completed in Half Term 1. Students will 
explore the world of pop-up mechanisms and 
spend time researching, modelling, trialling and 
evaluating these in relation to a celebration 
card that they will be designing. This will 
introduce the concept of 'iterative' design' to 
the students as part of the design process which 
they will see through from the design brief and 
understanding the users’ needs/wants to the 
manufacture of the card and final evaluation. 
Students will also learn about Papers and 
Boards Theory relating to a pop-up card project. 

Drama Darkwood Manor These schemes of work have been designed to 
introduce students to a creative subject in a 
safe way to encourage them to perform and 
assess each other’s work. Skills they will focus 
on include: cross cutting, imagery, tension 
creation on stage, physical theatre and 
monologue performance. 

English Drama text interleaved 
with ‘poetry through the 
ages’ 

The National Curriculum states that students 
should be ‘reading a wide range of fiction and 
non-fiction, including whole books, short 
stories, poems and plays, with a wide coverage 
of genres, historical periods, forms and authors, 



and ‘studying a range of authors, including at 
least two authors in depth each year.’ 
The idea behind spending a whole term on each 
anchor text is to ensure students have time to 
attain an overview and delve deeper into 
literary texts.  Students are taken on a journey 
through literature through the medium of 
poetry. This should help to embed a timeline of 
literature; a vitally important skill in accessing 
and analysing texts. It also enables students to 
make links across literature and other subjects. 

French  Family and Where You 
Live 

Initial focus is on pronunciation. All structures 
(including interrogatives) and vocabulary to be 
learnt are introduced via a Knowledge 
Organiser. These are designed to help students 
to confidently build sentences on the themes of 
family members, pets, age and where they live, 
and to form and answer questions related to 
these themes 

Geography How Do We Investigate 
Places? 

Students will learn about Earth systems and 
several key physical geography concepts which 
will provide an important foundation for an 
understanding of our planet that will be 
revisited and progressed throughout the rest of 
the 7-year curriculum. Human-physical 
interaction is explored by looking at how people 
exploit natural resources, and this is linked to 
the concepts of change over time and space. 
The concepts of sustainability and renewable 
and non-renewable resources are also 
introduced, which are fundamental for 
progression throughout the curriculum. 

History The Norman Conquest 
and Medieval Belief 

Students will use skills learned in the previous 
unit to assess why William of Normandy won 
the Battle of Hastings. Primary sources will be 
used to judge the impact of the Norman 
Conquest on the UK and the local area. 
Students will then use this knowledge to judge 
the accuracy of other people's arguments about 
the success of the Norman Invasion to learn 
about how the lives of ordinary people changed 
after 1066. Students will also learn about the 
spread of Islam to compare life in the        
Middle East to England at this time.                
This unit also focuses on learning about 
Medieval religious belief and how it impacted 
all levels of society. Students will use sources to 
learn about what Medieval people believed. 

Science - Key Stage 3 Waves and Genes Half term 2: Waves and Genes 
Waves reviews and builds on concepts taught at 
KS2: sound and light waves, and their properties 
as well as the ear and the physics of hearing. 



There is some new material but for most          
students, this is the consolidation of prior   
learning. Learning is from an investigative    
viewpoint where key science works skills are 
taught and embedded e.g. the importance and 
distinction between different variables,        
planning investigations, graph drawing, analysis, 
and evaluation of results to draw conclusions. 
There is ample opportunity for further             
consolidation and development of mathematical 
calculation skills linked to the theory covered. 
Genes builds on KS2 learning about the variation 
within and between organisms. Key               
mathematical skills for science are again          
developed within this topic linked to data       
collection, analysis and evaluation. Teaching 
this topic alongside the topic of Waves enables 
science teachers to demonstrate the variety of 
topics where maths skills are used in science.     
It also enables science teachers to specifically 
target maths skills development for their classes 
given the different ways skills will be utilised in 
class during this half term. Human reproduction 
is also taught in this topic and builds upon KS2 
learning. This is a sensitive topic for students so 
teaching it after being in school a whole half 
term enables teachers to have developed a good 
working relationship and understanding of their 
students to be aware of the sensitivities they 
may have as well as handle misconceptions and 
questions that come up when this topic is 
taught. 

Maths Algebraic Thinking  Students coming up from Year 6 are likely to 
have missed the Algebra block from the National 
Curriculum. The focus therefore is to develop a 
deep understanding of the basic Algebraic forms. 
Students will explore sequences in detail, 
numerically and diagrammatically. They will 
make and test conjectures, and move freely 
between different numerical, algebraic, 
graphical and diagrammatic representations. 

Music Soundtrap piano and 
theory continued 

Students will begin to learn piano and theory 
basics through Soundtrap in order for them to 
continue using these skills throughout Key Stage 
3. These lessons will teach students how to play 
the piano, read music notation and use music 
technology skills through Soundtrap on their 
Chromebooks. 

 Physical Education (PE) Fitness Testing As a department, we feel it is vital that the 
students understand the importance of living a 
healthy, active lifestyle in light of what could 
have been a particularly inactive series of 
months. These topics cover a variety of areas, all 
catered to ensuring our students understand 
how to maximise their physical, mental and 
social health performance. An amended 



practical timetable, in light of our current 
restrictions, will feature: Basketball, Handball, 
Table Tennis, Badminton, Short Tennis, Hockey, 
Cricket, Softball and Fitness Training 

Religious Studies  Around the World in        
6 Religions  

We looked at belief systems across the world in 
the first half term in order to understand why 
people believe in what they do, and the purposes 
of it. This half term we look at the 6 main 
religions. 

Spanish Family and where you live Initial focus is on pronunciation. All structures 
(including interrogatives) and vocabulary to be 
learnt are introduced via a Knowledge Organiser. 
These are designed to help students to 
confidently build sentences on the themes of 
family members, pets, age and where they live, 
and to form and answer questions related to 
these themes. 

 

 


