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March 2022 
  
Dear Year 8 Students 
  
You are now at the start of the process for selecting your options for Year 9.  This is an important stage in your 
education, but an exciting one.  We will be here to support you through each step of this process and answer 
any questions you may have. 
  
The process of choosing options for some of you will be easy, as you may already know what you want to do.  
For others it may be much harder, but please do not worry as the aim of this process is to provide you with all 
the information you require to make your decisions.  Whilst these are important decisions that you should think 
very carefully about, it is also worth remembering that the choices you make are unlikely to restrict your future 
opportunities or ambitions.  The most important thing for you to remember at this stage is the importance of 
keeping a broad and balanced curriculum, and that you choose subjects you think you will be good at and that 
you will enjoy. 
  
Please use all the information available to you - this booklet, the options guidance and videos from the website, 
as well as advice from your teachers, Form Tutors and your Parents and Carers. All of these people know you 
well and will be able to guide you with selecting subjects most suitable for you. 
  
There will be further opportunities to discuss options choices at the Year 8 Parents’ and Carers’ Evening on 
Thursday 21 April (ABCD) and 28 April (MOST), as well as the Options Evening on Thursday 5 May.  
  
You have plenty of time, as the deadline for submission of your choices is Friday13 May. 
  
We look forward to supporting you during this process. 
  
Kind regards. 
  
Mrs J Garrod 
Head of School 
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The Rationale and Intent of the Glyn Curriculum 
Glyn School’s mission is to inspire a love of learning and achievement that is founded on the virtues of integrity, 
respect and a desire to succeed.  Every person is highly valued and expected to achieve their potential, through 
academic challenge, sporting endeavour and technological innovation.   
 
At Glyn School we also seek to inspire you not just academically, but as healthy, well rounded young person 
who will contribute positively to the society you will function in as a young adult. The set of qualifications 
gained by you will allow you to take the next steps on your chosen path.  We strongly believe that when you 
are able to select parts of your curriculum, you are far more likely to engage and enjoy with the teaching and 
ultimately are more likely therefore to be successful in this area.  However, we also recognise our responsibility 
in guiding you to make the choices that will ensure you are well positioned upon leaving school with relevant 
and appropriate qualifications.   
 
Each year we gather data on the destinations of our students; this has consistently indicated the significant 
majority go on to further education and this is increasing year on year.  In addition, a number of students also 
move on to Higher Level Apprenticeships and in some cases employment.  Therefore, ensuring that we have a 
broad and balanced curriculum for all students, is essential.   
 
When planning our curriculum for our key Stage 4 students it is our intent to ensure the following:  

 A broad and balanced curriculum for all students that is suitable and relevant to their future 

 Mandatory PE (Games) sessions that promote and encourage a healthy lifestyle  

 Both timetabled and form-based PSHCE (Personal Development) sessions rooted in the Glyn Values 
and contemporary issues faced by young people   

 More teaching time in the ‘options subjects’  

 A core, non-assessed Religious Studies curriculum remains in place for all.  Additionally, those 
students wishing to study the full course Religious Studies GCSE can select this as one of their GCSE 
option subjects. 

 
Results and qualifications are important, but it is equally important that young people achieving their results 
have integrity, respect and are able to contribute positively to the community both through the world of work 
and as a proactive member of society. 
 
English Baccalaureate 
The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is a collection of subjects that the Government recommend for most 
students.  The EBacc is not a qualification in itself and does not result in a separate certificate, it is a benchmark 
of attainment in traditional GCSEs that signal breadth of study undertaken at GCSE.  The suite of subjects that 
form the English Baccalaureate are:  

 English Language or English Literature. 

 Mathematics. 

 Two GCSE Sciences - Combined Science, Biology, Chemistry, or Physics. 

 A Modern Language: French or Spanish. 

 A Humanity: History or Geography. 

This particular group of GCSE subjects is viewed favourably by future employers and universities, in particular 
Russell Group universities and will therefore keep the most doors open.  By offering a fully rounded curriculum, 
the EBacc helps to prepare students for the widest range of possible subjects at university and comprises of 
the subjects which will push and challenge all students.



Year 8 Options Booklet 2022 

 

3 

 

The Key Stage 4 Curriculum at Glyn School 
Year 9 is the first year of Key Stage 4 and GCSEs.  This means at times GCSE skills and content may be practised, 
however this is not prescribed or essential.  Year 9 is an excellent opportunity for teachers and students to 
explore and investigate subjects and topics in-depth, without being tied to the criteria of an exam paper.  It is 
the chance for teachers to support and guide students on a journey that will excite and inspire, allowing young 
people to see the value and beauty of the subject.  In Year 10 and 11 the majority of subjects will formally 
begin exam content that is assessed at the end of the GCSE course. 
 
At Glyn we believe that you should aim high and choose EBacc subjects as they not only provide a broad and 
balanced curriculum, rigour and challenge, but also develop key skills for learning and for life, such as evaluation, 
analysis and communication: skills that are highly valued by college and university admissions tutors and future 
employers.   
 
To support this transition to a broad and balanced curriculum at Key Stage 4 when planning the Key Stage 3 
curriculum for our current Year 8, we increased the amount of time in languages over their first two years, 
reduced the class sizes in Year 8 and facilitated the study of two languages.   This forward planning has enabled 
you to have a choice in the language you study at Key Stage 4 and has facilitated you to study two languages at 
Key Stage 4 and 5. 
 
The Core Subjects 
All students are taught a core programme: 
 

 English Language  A Language (French or Spanish) 

 English Literature  Core PE (Games) – non-examined 

 Mathematics  Core Religious Studies – non-examined 

 Science   PSHCE (Form time and timetabled based lessons) 

 A Humanities (History or Geography)  

 
For Science: we offer the Combined Science GCSEs which are worth two GCSEs and Triple Science which is three 
separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry or Physics.  All students in Year 9 will be taught the same Science 
curriculum, common to both Combined and Triple specifications.  Through consultation with teachers, Parents 
and Carers, and students, and based on robust and rigorous assessments, students will then continue their 
programme of study for Years 10 and 11 based on either the Combined or Triple specifications.   
 
When completing the Option Form, you will be required to choose two Core Options, one from each column 
from the table below.  Please note the Core Options are also available in the option subject blocks to enable you 
to study Geography and History or French and Spanish if desired: 
 

Core Choice 1 Core Choice 2 

Geography French 

History Spanish 

 
Alternative Pathway 
Whilst we recognise the benefits of our curriculum offer, we appreciate that studying a language is not always 
suitable and for a small number of students we do have an additional pathway which removes the language 
choice from the core and replaces it with a more coursework led qualification.  If you follow the alternative 
pathway you will be required to choose two options, one from each column from the table below 
 

Core and Additional Pathway Choice  

 

Core Option Choice 1 Alternative Pathway Choice 1 

Geography Information Technology IMedia Level 2 Award BTEC Tech 

History Physical Education - First in Sport Level 2 Award BTEC 

 Constructing the Built Environment (Level 2 Award) 
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The Option Subjects 
In addition to your first two choices, all students regardless of the pathway followed, are required to study two 
further subjects.  Further details of all subjects can be found in the Options Subjects section of this booklet.    Our 
Year 9 options blocks are built around student choice and we make every effort to ensure that you study the 
courses which you opt for.  Where this is not possible, you are asked to give two reserve options which are 
subjects which you may wish to study if you cannot have your first two options.  There can be no guarantee that 
you will be offered your top two choices for study, so it is important that all four choices are subjects that you 
would enjoy studying.   When completing the Option Form, you will be required to choose four options in 
preference order, one from each column from the table below: 
 
Option Subject Choice 1 Option Subject Choice 2 Reserve Option Subject 

Choice 1 
Reserve Option Subject 

Choice 2 

Art and Design Art and Design Art and Design Art and Design 

Drama and Theatre Studies Drama and Theatre Studies Drama and Theatre Studies Drama and Theatre Studies 

Music Music Music Music 

Media Studies Media Studies Media Studies Media Studies 

Computer Science Computer Science Computer Science Computer Science 

Information Technology 
IMedia Level 2 Award BTEC 
Tech 

Information Technology 
IMedia Level 2 Award BTEC 
Tech 

Information Technology 
IMedia Level 2 Award BTEC 
Tech 

Information Technology 
IMedia Level 2 Award BTEC 
Tech 

Constructing the Built 
Environment (Level 2 Award) 

Constructing the Built 
Environment (Level 2 Award) 

Constructing the Built 
Environment (Level 2 Award) 

Constructing the Built 
Environment (Level 2 Award) 

DT 

*Natural and 
Manufactured Timber DT 

*Natural and 
Manufactured Timber DT 

*Natural and 
Manufactured Timber DT 

*Natural and 
Manufactured Timber 

*Papers and Boards *Papers and Boards *Papers and Boards *Papers and Boards 

Food Preparation & Nutrition Food Preparation & Nutrition Food Preparation & Nutrition Food Preparation & Nutrition 

French French French French 

Spanish Spanish Spanish Spanish 

Geography Geography Geography Geography 

History History History History 

Religious Studies Religious Studies Religious Studies Religious Studies 

Business Studies Business Studies Business Studies Business Studies 

Economics Economics Economics Economics 

Psychology  Psychology  Psychology  Psychology  

Sociology  Sociology  Sociology  Sociology  

**Physical Education **Physical Education **Physical Education **Physical Education 

**Physical Education - First in 
Sport Level 2 Award BTEC 

**Physical Education - First in 
Sport Level 2 Award BTEC 

**Physical Education - First in 
Sport Level 2 Award BTEC 

**Physical Education - First in 
Sport Level 2 Award BTEC 

 
Please Note: 

 You may only choose one of the Papers and Boards or Natural and Manufactured Timber. 

 You may only choose one of the Physical Education subjects. 

 We reserve the right to withdraw courses and/or subjects in the light of resource implications and 
numbers of students who choose a particular option subject. 
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Options Process Timeline 



 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Core 
Subjects 
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English Language 
Head of English: Miss J Philips (j.phillips@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - AQA GCSE 8700 
  
Why study this subject? 
Many people have a love for reading and writing.  Reading or creating inspiring, imaginatively constructed, and 
impactful texts can provide a real source of enjoyment.  When studying English Language, 'Explorations in 
Creative Reading and Writing', you will explore how different writers use narrative and descriptive techniques 
to engage and interest readers. You will develop your writing skills and write clearly, coherently, and accurately 
using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures. When studying English Language, 'Writers' Viewpoints and 
Perspectives', you will explore the writers' ideas, intentions, and emotions and how texts are carefully 
constructed for different purposes and effects. You will be able to reflect on your own writing and consciously 
craft non-fiction texts to achieve different purposes and effects.  
  
What will be studied? 
Paper 1 

 Analysis of an unseen fiction text. 

 Analysis of language and structure of an extract from a novel. 

 Students will write a descriptive or narrative piece. 
  
Paper 2 

 Analysis and comparison of two non-fiction texts. 

 Students will write a persuasive or argumentative letter, blog, article or speech. 
  
How is this course assessed? 
Two written exams.  Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes with 25% on reading and 25% on writing.  Each paper 
contributes 50% towards the final grade. 
  
Career Opportunities 
Careers that may interest you if you particularly enjoy English Language include Journalism, Publishing, Teaching 
English, Law, Public Relations, Advertising, and translating and interpreting work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:j.phillips@glynschool.org
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/specification-at-a-glance
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English Literature 
Head of English: Miss J Philips (j.phillips@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - AQA GCSE 8702 
  
Why study this subject? 
Studying English Literature helps to develop your reading, comprehension and analytical skills when exploring a 
wide range of different texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st century time periods.  You will be able to explore 
writer's ideas, themes, theories and historical events, and make connections between literary texts, genres and 
contexts. You will interpret complex ideas, search for patterns and interpret information in a wider context. You 
will also develop your planning, research and critical writing skills, as well as gain knowledge of history, culture, 
philosophy and even human behaviour. 
  
What will be studied? 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and 19th Century novel 

 A Christmas Carol or The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. 

 Macbeth. 
Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry 

 An Inspector Calls  

 A collection of poetry through the ages on the theme of ‘Conflict’. 
  
How is this course assessed? 
Two written exams.  
Paper 1 is 1 hour 45 minutes and worth 40% towards the final grade. 
Paper 2 is 2 hours 15 minutes and worth 60% towards the final grade. 
  
Further Education Opportunities 
English Language is an essential prerequisite for further education courses, as it teaches and assesses how to 
make inferences from the language choices of others, and how to use language clearly and effectively. 
  
English Literature is an essential prerequisite for further education courses involving research, analysis, or essay-
writing. 
  
Career Opportunities 
Careers that may interest you if you particularly enjoy English Language include Journalism, Publishing, Teaching 
English, Law, Public Relations, Advertising, and translating and interpreting work. 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:j.phillips@glynschool.org
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/specification-at-a-glance
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Mathematics 
Heads of Mathematics: Mr A Coleman (a.coleman@glynschool.org)  
Exam Board and Specification - AQA GCSE 8300 
 
Why is Mathematics important? 
Mathematical thinking is important for all members of a modern society as a habit of mind for use in the 
workplace, business and financial worlds, and for personal decision-making.  Mathematics is fundamental to 
national prosperity in providing tools for understanding science, engineering, technology and economics.  It is 
essential in public decision-making and for participation in the knowledge economy. 
 
Mathematics equips students with uniquely powerful ways to describe, analyse and change the world. It can 
stimulate moments of pleasure and wonder for all students when they solve a problem for the first time, 
discover a more elegant solution, or notice hidden connections.  Students who are functional in Mathematics 
and financially capable are able to think independently in applied and abstract ways, can reason, solve problems 
and assess risk.  Mathematics is a creative discipline.  The language of Mathematics is international.  The subject 
transcends cultural boundaries and its importance is universally recognised.  Mathematics has developed over 
time as a means of solving problems and also for its own sake. 
 
What will be studied? 
The course covers algebra, number, geometry, statistics, ratio and proportion.  
 
Students will also develop skills such problem solving and reasoning.  
 
How is this course assessed? 
Three written exams.  Each paper is 1 hour 30 minutes and equally weighted towards the final grade. 
 
Further Education Opportunities 
Mathematics GCSE leads on to A Level Mathematics or Further Mathematics. These A Levels open the door to a 
large number of degree courses including Mathematics, Engineering, Computer Science, Physics, Finance and 
Economics. 
 
Career Opportunities 
If you have a particular interest in Mathematics, you could consider careers in Engineering, Financial Services, 
Teaching, Market Research, Economics, Accountancy or Quantity Surveying. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:a.coleman@glynschool.org
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/specification-at-a-glance
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Combined Science 
Head of Science: Miss S Caverhill (s.caverhill@glynschool.org)  
Exam Board and Specification - AQA GCSE Trilogy 8464 
 
Why study this subject? 
Combined Science – Trilogy it is an exciting course which offers students the ability to gain skills based learning 
and knowledge in the three core Science subjects: Biology, Chemistry and Physics.   
 
What will be studied? 
Students will gain knowledge on cloning and the potential to cure genetic diseases.  Get a flavour as to how 
Physics has led to the development of x-ray machines, ultrasound scanners and radiotherapy as well as iPods 
and TVs.  Chemistry will teach students how raw materials are used to make fuels, plastics and the products of 
other industrial processes that we have learnt to rely upon.   
 
Students will study a variety of topics across all three Science subjects. 
 
Biology 
Cells, Organisation in Organisms, Infection and Response, Bioenergetics (photosynthesis and respiration), 
Homeostasis, Inheritance and Ecology. 
 
Chemistry  
Atomic Structure, Bonding, Quantitative Chemistry, Chemical Reactions, Energy Changes, Rates of Reaction, 
Organic Chemistry, Chemical Analysis, Chemistry of the Atmosphere, Using Resources. 
 
Physics 
Energy, Electricity, Particle Model of Matter, Radioactivity and Atomic Structure, Forces, Waves and Magnetism. 
 
How is this course assessed? 
Six written exams: two each for Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  Each paper is 1 hour 15 minutes in length, worth 
16.7% of the total Combined Science grade and contain a mixture of multiple choice, data analysis, structured 
and open response questions.   
 
Students will complete 21 required practical investigations throughout the course which can be assessed in the 
final written exams.  
 
Further Education Opportunities 
A Levels in Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Applied Science, Geography, Psychology and Sociology.  BTEC 
qualifications in a variety of subjects and Apprenticeships. 
 
Career Opportunities 
Many careers require an understanding of Science – Healthcare, Environmental Work, Architecture, 
Construction, Biochemist, Paramedic and Dental Nurse. Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary and Engineering careers 
will all require a GCSE in Science.  
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:s.caverhill@glynschool.org
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/specification-at-a-glance
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Biology 
Head of Science: Miss S Caverhill (s.caverhill@glynschool.org)  
Head of Biology: Mrs K Bryan (k.bryan@glynschool.org)   
Exam Board and Specification - AQA GCSE 8461 
 
Why study this subject? 
Biology is the study of life and living organisms.  It looks at the world from a very small sub-microscopic level up 
to a global scale.  Biology investigates the ways in which organisms function to stay alive and how they interact 
with each other and the environment around them.   
 
Biology is a living subject and there are always new discoveries and developments being made especially in the 
areas of health and the environment.  Even as you read this there are thousands of chemical reactions taking 
place in your body which are keeping you alive.  Why not study Biology and find out a bit more about them? 
 
What will be studied? 
Students will study the same core Biology topics as those taking Combined Science.  However, there are a 
number of higher level and challenging concepts that are covered by Biology students only within each of the 
following topics: 
 

 Cells. 

 Organisation in Organisms. 

 Infection and Response. 

 Bioenergetics. 

 Homeostasis. 

 Inheritance. 

 Ecology. 
 
How is this course assessed? 
Two written exams.  Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes in length and worth 50% of the final grade.  The papers will 
contain a mixture of multiple choice, data analysis, structured and open response questions.   
 
Students will complete 10 required practical investigations throughout the course which can be assessed in the 
final written exams. There is no longer a coursework component but students will be asked questions on a series 
of required practicals which they will complete in class while studying the course. 
 
Further Education Opportunities 
Biology can lead to A Levels in Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Applied Science, Geography, Psychology and 
Sociology.   
It can also support BTEC qualifications in a variety of subjects and apprenticeships. 
 
Career Opportunities 
Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary, Biological Science careers will all require a GCSE in Biology.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:s.caverhill@glynschool.org
mailto:k.bryan@glynschool.org
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/specification-at-a-glance
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Chemistry 
Head of Science and Chemistry: Miss S Caverhill (s.caverhill@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - AQA GCSE 8462 
  
Why study this subject? 
Chemistry is a practical subject which allows you to observe chemical changes as well as learning some of the 
higher level skills that can be adapted to be used in a workplace in the 21st century.   
  
If you are interested in learning about the internal structures of the things around us, how the earth has changed 
since the big bang and carry out lots of experiments, this is the course for you. 
  
What will be studied? 
Students will study the same core Chemistry topics as those taking Combined Science.  However, there are a 
number of higher level and challenging concepts that are covered by Chemistry students only within each of the 
following topics: 
  

 Atomic Structure. 

 Bonding. 

 Quantitative chemistry  

 Chemical Reactions. 

 Energy Changes. 

 Rates of Reaction. 

 Organic Chemistry. 

 Chemistry of the Atmosphere 

 Chemical Analysis. 

 Using Resources. 
  
How is this course assessed? 
Two written exams.  Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes and worth 50% of the final grade.  The papers will contain 
a mixture of multiple choice, data analysis, structured and open response questions.   
  
Students will complete eight required practical investigations throughout the course which can be assessed in 
the final written exams.  
  
Further Education Opportunities 
Chemistry can lead to A Levels in Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, Applied Science, Geography, 
Psychology and Sociology.    It can also support BTEC qualifications in a variety of subjects and apprenticeships. 
  
Career Opportunities 
Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary, Pharmacology and Engineering careers will all require a GCSE in Chemistry.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:S.caverhill@glynschool.org
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/specification-at-a-glance
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Physics 
Head of Science: Miss S Caverhill (s.caverhill@glynschool.org)  
Head of Physics: Mr C Sinclair (c.sinclair@glynschool.org)   
Exam Board and Specification - AQA GCSE 8463 
 
Why study this subject? 
Physics is the study of the whole universe.  It begins by suggesting theories to explain the world around us, and 
extends to consider the range from space down to the sub-atomic level.  You will need to use a large range of 
skills including: logical thinking, practical and experimental skills alongside mathematical and communication 
skills.   
 
Physics is at the heart of many scientific breakthroughs, past and present, that have shaped our everyday lives 
and as a result modern society depends heavily on the contributions made by Physicists.  Where would you be 
without your mobile phone, iPod, TV or favourite games console?  To find out more about the world and its 
place in the universe, choose GCSE Physics. 
 
What will be studied? 
Students will study the same core Physics topics as those taking Combined Science.  However, there are a 
number of higher level and challenging concepts that are covered by Physics students only within each of the 
following topics: 
 

 Energy. 

 Electricity. 

 Particle Model of Matter. 

 Radioactivity and Atomic Structure. 

 Forces. 

 Wave. 

 Space. 

 Magnetism. 
 
How is this course assessed? 
Two written exams.  Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes and worth 50% of the final grade.  The papers will contain 
a mixture of multiple choice, data analysis, structured and open response questions.   
 
Students will complete 10 required practical investigations throughout the course which can be assessed in the 
final written exams. There is no longer a coursework component but students will be asked questions on a series 
of required practicals which they will complete in class while studying the course. 
 
Further Education Opportunities 
Physics can lead to A Levels in Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Applied Science, Geography, Psychology and 
Sociology.    It can also support BTEC qualifications in a variety of subjects and apprenticeships. 
 
Career Opportunities 
A GCSE in Physics can lead to careers in Engineering, Research, Astronomy, Energy Production, Meteorology, 
Medical Physics and any field requiring high levels of problem solving and data analysis such as Finance.   
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:s.caverhill@glynschool.org
mailto:c.sinclair@glynschool.org
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463/specification-at-a-glance
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Geography  
Head of Geography: Dr G Bhasin (g.bhasin@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - Edexcel GCSE 1GA0 
 
Why study this subject? 
Our planet is currently facing a huge range of challenges and issues. Climate change threatens our polar and 
coastal regions, our resources are being used at an unsustainable rate and increased political instability is 
creating divides and conflicts within communities. A GCSE in Geography helps you to understand the physical 
and human processes that lead to these challenges and helps us to consider sustainable solutions to turn them 
into opportunities.  
 
Is it right for me? 
Geography is a fascinating subject that is ever changing and highly dynamic - if you enjoy learning about the 
world around you and how to look after it; Geography is a great option for you! 
 
What will be studied? 
Physical Geography: 

 Rivers and Coasts. 

 Weather Hazards and Climate Change. 

 Ecosystems, Biodiversity and Management. 
Human Geography: 

 Changing Urban Environments. 

 Global Development. 

 Resource Management. 
Fieldwork: 

 Human field trip into Epsom. 

 Physical field trip to the River Tillingbourne. 
 
How is this course assessed? 
Three written exams.  Each paper is 1 hour 30 minutes. 
Paper 1: The Physical Environment (37.5%). 
Paper 2: The Human Environment (37.5%). 
Paper 3: Geography Investigations and UK Challenges (25%). 
 
Further Education Opportunities 
GCSE Geography can lead to: 

 A Level Geography and Sociology. 

 Geography at University - specialising in Physical or Human Geography. 

 Degree level apprenticeships. 

 Various degree courses include: Environmental Sciences, Waste and Resource Management, Town 
Planning, Sustainability and Management, Geography, Geology and Development Studies.  Geography 
also supports many other subjects in the Sciences such as Biogeography, Geochemistry and Geophysics 
in addition to all of the Social Sciences. 

 
Career Opportunities 
Geography opens you up to a wider range of careers. As both an Art and a Science, you develop transferable 
skills that most employers value (critical think, data analysis, written communication, graphical skills). Careers 
typically include: Sustainable Development Coordinator, Environmental Consultancy, Wildlife Conservation, 
Hazard Mapping and Management, Travel and Tourism, Town Planning, Geology and Military.   
 
  

mailto:g.bhasin@glynschool.org
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-A/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Geography_A_Issue3%20GCSE%20(9-1)%20Specification.pdf
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History  
Head of History: Mr A Summers (a.summers@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - Edexcel GCSE 1H10 
 
Why study this subject? 
History is incredible, fascinating, complex and at times shocking. This course is packed full of interesting people, 
places, events and colourful stories. We explore the problems, choices and beliefs of people in the past and try 
to understand why things happened the way that they did. The GCSE History course helps us to understand 
where we came from, which shapes our decisions about the world around us and our future. There is no one 
way of seeing the past so you will make your own judgements and challenge and question each other and your 
teachers. History develops problem solving, critical thinking, research and communication skills. It builds your 
confidence in a wide range of transferable skills that will help you in your other GCSEs, future studies and careers. 
 
Is it right for me? 
There is a misconception that if you take History you need to be able to write long essays and read a large 
amount of text. This is incorrect; all you need is a growth mind-set and a passion for people and the past. 
 
What will be studied? 
At the beginning of Year 9, before students start learning the GCSE content, students undertake a Key Stage 3 
to Key Stage 4 Bridging course: How close did the USA come to realising the American Dream between 1945 and 
1989. This course focuses on developing skills required for History GCSE and the following themes: 

 The struggle for civil rights, women’s rights and LGBT rights. 

 The economic boom and bust.  

 The Presidency of John F. Kennedy and his assassination.  

 The Vietnam War. 

 Nixon, Watergate and the Crisis of Confidence. 

 Reagan, Star Wars and the end of the Cold War. 
 
As part of the GCSE, students will study the following areas:  

 Migration and British Society and a source depth on Notting Hill between 1945 and 1980. 

 Elizabethan England. 

 Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39 (includes field trip to Berlin). 

 Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91 (includes field trip to Berlin). 
 

How is this course assessed? 
Three written exams.  Each paper is 33% towards the final grade. 
 
Further Education Opportunities 
GCSE History can lead to any A Level in Humanities, Politics or Social Science.  Post-Sixth Form it is a benchmark 
academic qualification that will open doors to university or employment.  Research reveals that History turns 
out more directors of top companies than any other subject, the average starting salary for a History Graduate 
is £25, 000. 
 
Career Opportunities 
History GCSE provides a good background for all Arts and Social Science careers. It is useful for careers in 
Archaeology, Heritage, Archive and Museum work. The skills you learn from studying History include 
investigating, researching documents, examining evidence and presenting arguments. These are valuable in a 
great number of careers, including Law, Journalism, Politics and Management. 
  

mailto:A.summers@glynschool.org
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Modern Foreign Languages – French and Spanish  
Head of Modern Foreign Languages: Ms M Thompsett (m.thompsett@glynschool.org)  
Exam Board and Specification - AQA GCSE French 8658 / AQA GCSE Spanish 8698 
 
Why study this subject? 
Studying GCSE French or Spanish is exciting!  It will help you continue to develop confident, effective 
communication skills in the language and a good understanding of the culture of countries and communities 
where French or Spanish is spoken. It will develop your interest in, and enthusiasm for, language learning.  It will 
encourage you to consider the study of the language in a broader context and develop the skills that are sought 
after by both universities and employers alike. 
 
Is it right for me? 
Languages are an integral part of day-to-day life.  In a multilingual global society, there is everything to be gained 
from learning and speaking another language. 
 
No-one ever regrets the time spent learning to speak another language and you will often hear adults say that 
they wish they could speak a second language.   
 
What will be studied? 
Students will cover the following: 

 You will learn about topical, social and cultural issues and interests that affect young people in the 
countries where the language is spoken.   

 You will be equipped with the vocabulary and grammar skills required to understand and communicate 
in a range of everyday situations.   

 You will be tested on your ability to speak, listen, read and write about these topics. 
 
How is this course assessed? 
25% Listening, 25% Reading, 25% Writing and 25% Speaking exams.  
 
Further Education Opportunities 
French or Spanish combines well with any subject.  Students who study French or Spanish often speak of the 
enjoyment they gain from language lessons and are aware that they are developing a lifelong skill.   
 
Languages work brilliantly as a subject on their own at A Level or university if you would like to specialise, or 
combine them with other subjects.  Universities look very favourably on students who want to study 
languages.  Languages allow students to work or study abroad, even if they are not your main subject. 
 
Career Opportunities 
Jobs and professions related to French and Spanish include: Translator, Interpreter, Tourism, Hospitality, 
Researcher, Broadcast Journalist, Diplomatic Service Officer, International Development Worker, Teacher, 
Patent Examiner, Tour Manager, International Buyer or Seller, Travel Writer, Actor or Gaming Developer. 
  
Students we have taught languages to in the past have gone on to do the most exciting things.  One of them has 
even gone on to be a translator for the United Nations. 
  
It is undeniable that speaking more than one language and having good cultural awareness is an enormous asset 
for almost any business. 
  
All careers can be enhanced by the ability to speak languages.  A language can make your job more exciting, 
more varied and will give you more opportunities to travel, experience new things, meet new people and even 
get well paid! 
 

mailto:M.thompsett@glynschool.org
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Art and Design 
Head of Art and Design: Mr J Braybrook (j.braybrook@glynschool.org ) 
Exam Board and Specification - AQA GCSE 8201 
 
Why study this subject? 
The aim of the course is to provide a breadth of creative experiences, using a wide range of media, allowing the 
students to develop a high level of skill in the areas which interest them.  Art and Design is a subject in which 
students start to observe and understand the world around them.  It is a challenging and enormously varied 
course which seeks to develop students’ skills across a range of different media including drawing, painting, 
photography, Photoshop, printing, collage, and clay. 
 
Is it right for me? 
Art is perfect for young artists who have felt confident throughout their Key Stage 3 lessons, have strong and 
secure drawing skills and are ready to take the next exciting step. As well as developing practical skills, students 
will learn how to analyse their own work and that of other artists alongside the continuous refinement of their 
own creative ideas and personal, practical outcomes.  It is important, therefore, to note that alongside high 
quality practical work marks can be derived from written analysis. 
 
What will be studied? 
As part of the GCSE, students will study three main projects. The first two projects are thematic, meaning 
students will explore a theme in their art analysis and art-making. Students will work on these two projects for 
a number of weeks and potentially for up to three terms. With teacher guidance, students will produce: 
 

 Artwork analysis. 

 Studies (copies). 

 Exploratory own photography. 

 Sketches, observational drawings. 

 More resolved, developed drawings. 

 Media experiments (e.g. paintings, collages, sculptures). 

 Ongoing, written evaluations. 
 

At the end of each project, students will produce a final outcome which works as a conclusion to their project. 
These are important pieces of work about which they should feel really proud.  In the second half of Year 11, 
students will work on a third and final project.  Students will receive an exam paper with a range of themes.  
Having chosen one, students will produce their own projects in response to the theme and demonstrating the 
skills that they have acquired. 
 
How is this course assessed? 

 Component 1: Portfolio - This is made up of the two first projects and is worth 60% of the final grade. 

 Component 2: Externally Set Assignment - This is the third project and is set by the exam board. 
Students have eight weeks to make their own project, followed by a 10 hour examination, sat under 
exam conditions, in the art rooms, over two days.  The externally set assignment, is worth 40% of the 
final grade. 

 
Further Education Opportunities 
Art can lead to A Levels in Fine Art, Product Design and Photography.  It can also support BTEC qualifications in 
a variety of creative subjects and apprenticeships. 
 
Career Opportunities 
Art GCSE is important for anyone who is aiming for a career in Art and Design, Fine Art, Graphics, Textiles and 
Fashion Design, Photography, Architecture and Three-dimensional Design.  
  

mailto:j.braybrook@glynschool.org
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Drama and Theatre Studies 
Head of Drama: Mr C Beaney (c.beaney@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - Edexcel GCSE 1DR0 
 
Why study this subject? 
Drama is the perfect subject for anyone who wishes to develop their communication skills, presentation skills or 
self-confidence.  If you are interested in the issues going on in the wider world, enjoy performing, group 
discussion and debate, then Drama is the subject for you. 
 
Is it right for me? 
You will learn how to think creatively and develop the confidence to suggest and support your own ideas by 
working independently.  You will also develop your ability to work as part of a team and to recognise that in 
many areas of life and work, the ability to work in a team is invaluable. 
 
What will be studied? 
You will study a set text from a practical viewpoint, although in a rehearsal situation.  You will see at least three 
live productions during the course.  You will learn how to develop a character, in terms of understanding as well 
as physical and vocal technique, by performing in an extract from a script.  You will also devise an original piece 
of drama, on any theme of your choosing.  Consequently, you will learn how best theatre practice combines 
both process and performance based drama. 
 
How is this course assessed? 
Internal Assessment - Devising Theatre Non-Exam Assessment: 40% of the final grade. 

 Learners will be assessed on either acting or design. They will participate in the creation, development 
and performance of a piece of devised theatre.  Learners must produce:  a realisation of their piece of 
devised theatre, a portfolio of supporting evidence and evaluation of the final performance or design.  

 
External Assessment - Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 40% of the final grade. 

 Set Text A:  Series of questions on one set text called DNA by Dennis Kelly.  

 Section B: Live Theatre Review one question, from a choice of two, requiring analysis and evaluation of 
a given aspect of a live theatre production seen during the course.  

 
External Assessment - Performing from a Text Non-Exam Assessment:  20% of the final grade. 

 Learners will be assessed on either acting or design. Learners study two extracts from the same 
performance text chosen by the school. Learners participate in one performance using sections of text 
from both extracts. 
 

Further Education Opportunities 
Theatre Studies links most directly to: English Literature; Politics; History; Law; Psychology; Art and Design; Film 
Studies, although any subject which combines a literary approach with practical application, is 
appropriate.  Obviously links to Drama as a Degree either as Single Honours or Joint Honours with English and 
Psychology being the most popular combinations.  Drama School is also an option but is extremely difficult to 
get in to straight from school.   
 
Career Opportunities 
Drama GCSE can support careers in the theatrical industry, this can include being an actor, or working in a 
technical capacity such as with technical elements such as lighting, sound or prop and or set building.  However, 
Drama can help you enter many other industries which require you to stand up and talk to people or be good at 
communication skills. This can include journalism, the film industry, being a lawyer, working in businesses where 
you are required to present to large groups of people. Drama opens doors into all of these and many other 
careers. 
  

mailto:c.beaney@glynschool.org
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Music 
Head of Music: Mrs S Davis (s.davis@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification – Eduqas 601/8131/X 
 
Why study this subject? 
This course will broaden your knowledge of many types of music, and give you an appreciation of the diversity 
of musical styles that exist today. 
 
Is it right for me? 
If you enjoy listening to music in your own time, can play an instrument (including singing), and enjoy composing 
your own music then this is a good subject to choose. 
 
What will be studied? 
You will learn how to compose your own music as well as gaining an insight into how music is constructed and 
analysed. You will also learn how to improve your performing skills as a soloist and a member of an ensemble.   
 
How is this course assessed? 

 One solo and one ensemble performance, both recorded in Year 11.  30% of final grade. 

 One free composition and one composition to a brief set by the exam board in Year 11.  30% of final 
grade. 

 A listening exam sat at the end of Year 11, based on the analysis of a wide variety of music heard in the 
exam.  40% of final grade. 

 
Further Education Opportunities 
This GCSE can lead on to A Level Music Technology at Glyn, or A Level Music and more vocational music 
qualifications elsewhere. University courses could include Music (at either a university or a music college), 
Popular Music, Jazz, Music Performance and Production, Music Technology, Sound Engineering or Production, 
Musical Theatre, Music Journalism and Music Management. 
 
Career Opportunities 
Careers in Music include:  performing and composing (though most people do this alongside another job), 
working in the recording industry, Music Publishing, Journalism, Production, Media, Arts Management, Music 
Therapy, or Retail, as well as Teaching (either in the classroom or teaching an instrument). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:S.davis@glynschool.org
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Media Studies 
Head of English: Miss J Phillips (j.phillips@glynschool.org) 
Head of Media: Mr N Gravenell (n.gravenell@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - WJEC Eduqas C680QS 
 
Why study this subject? 
The media is everywhere. It shapes our perceptions of current affairs, the world around us and even our own 
identities. Young people need to develop a critical eye when appraising the media, and also need the requisite 
skills to be successful in a media dominated employment arena. A GCSE in Media Studies will enable students 
to: develop enquiry, critical thinking and decision-making skills through consideration of issues that are 
important, real and relevant to them and to the world in which they live; develop their appreciation and critical 
understanding of the media and its role in their daily lives; develop their practical skills through opportunities 
for personal engagement and creativity; and understand how to use the key media concepts to analyse media 
products and their various contexts. 
 
Is it right for me? 
If you enjoy examining the world around you and how it is affected by the things we see, hear and read on our 
computers, radios, TV screens, newspapers and other media texts.  If you want to analyse the way we 
communicate with one another and learn to create your own piece of Media then this course is for you. 
 
What will be studied? 
A GCSE in Media Studies helps students develop a wider understanding and appreciation of the media, both 
historical and contemporary, and their role in society, culture and politics. Students apply their theoretical 
knowledge in the creation of their own media production. 
 
How is this course assessed? 
Two written exams: 
Paper 1 – Exploring the Media (40%).  This paper is 1 hour 30 minutes. 
Study of newspapers, magazines and adverts. 
Paper 2 – Understanding Media Products and Forms (30%) This paper is 1 hour 30 minutes. 
Study of television, radio, video games and film industry. 
 
One coursework project (30%): 
Apply your academic knowledge to a media production.  Evaluate what theories you have applied in your 
production. 
 
Further Education Opportunities 
A GCSE in Media Studies is a great way to prepare for courses that involve: 

 Analysing texts. 

 Communicating findings. 

 Being imaginative and creative. 

 Applying theoretical concepts to the real world. 
 

Career Opportunities 
‘In the modern world, media literacy will become as important a skill as Mathematics or Science.’ 
Tessa Jowell, Former Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport. 
 
A GCSE in Media Studies will support careers that involve communication or creativity.   Media and Marketing 
careers are extremely competitive and a GCSE in Media will give you a good head start in this industry. 
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Computer Science 
Head of IT and Computer Science: Mrs J Hammerton (j.hammerton@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - OCR GCSE J277 
  
Why study this subject? 
You have grown up in a world where technology is evolving rapidly, creating new subject areas to explore and 
changing the way people work in every area from medicine and fashion to engineering and economics. So 
whatever your career plans, you know it is vital to develop your grasp of these ideas and concepts that will shape 
your world.  90% of jobs that will be available to you will be based around technology.  The job prospects are 
excellent and the field is rigorous, intellectually vibrant and multi-faceted.  High on the agenda for business, 
science and government, computing provides a challenging and engaging platform for you to understand, 
explore and change the world around you. 
  
Is it right for me? 
Students choosing this option should enjoy conceptual thinking and understanding detail.  The study of 
computers, and particularly learning to program, will improve analytical thinking and problem solving skills.  
Students who are good at Mathematics and logic problems often do well with the subject.  With more and more 
traditional career paths under threat of computer automation, a GCSE in Computer Science is fast becoming a 
must have qualification.  A recent study from PwC put as many as 30% of UK jobs may go due to advances in 
artificial intelligence.  
  
What will be studied? 
Students choosing this option will learn to: 

 Understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer Science, including 
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation. 

 Analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such problems, 
including designing, writing and debugging programs. 

 Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically. 

 Understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they communicate with one 
another and with other systems. 

 Understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society. 

 Apply mathematical skills relevant to Computer Science. 
  
How is this course assessed? 
Two written exams.  Each paper is 1 hour 30 minutes and makes up 50% of the final grade. 
  
Further Education Opportunities 
This qualification supports progression to a wide range of subject related qualifications.  These currently include 
A Level Computing and A Level ICT.  Additionally, many colleges and Sixth Forms offer BTECs and other vocational 
courses on a wide variety of subjects, including Programming, Animation, Networking, Cyber Security, Computer 
Game Design and 3D Modelling.  The qualification supports entry on to employer based training as well as being 
an excellent support for studies in other subjects. 
  
Career Opportunities 
Computer Science is a far reaching discipline that offers deep and rewarding employment or research 
opportunities in a wide variety of fields.  In fact, there are very few areas of human endeavour that are not 
becoming computerised.  Career paths include: Software Developer, Engineering, Cyber Security Analyst, 
Robotics, Forensics, Artificial Intelligence, Information Systems Manager, Database Administrator, Systems 
Analyst, the Gaming Industry, Cloud Architecture, Technical Author, Software Testing, Networks Engineer, 
Military Applications, Encryption, Web Design, Business Information Systems, Research, Teaching and Training, 
Hardware Design and Development, the Aerospace and Defence Industry, the Human Genome, Vaccines, Space 
and Satellites.  
 
  

mailto:J.hammerton@glynschool.org
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Information Technology IMedia Level 2 Award BTEC Tech 
Head of IT and Computer Science: Mrs J Hammerton (j.hammerton@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification – OCR, Level 2 Equivalent 
 
Why study this subject? 
This course is ideal for students wishing to pursue a career in Computing and Information Communication 
technologies, for those who feel that creative media may play an important role in their career path, or for those 
who wish to learn more about the subject. 
 
Is it right for me? 
This qualification is suitable for students with an interest in Information Technology and digital media.  This 
includes designing and creating user interfaces, web design, multimedia and collecting, presenting, and 
interpreting data. Digital technologies are constantly evolving. In an era in which creativity is intertwining with 
technology like never before, this qualification teaches students digital design skills and enables them to use 
digital tools to express their creativity.  The qualification aims to: 

 Equip young people with the knowledge, understanding and skills they need to design and make, 
effective digital products for others to use, enable young people to use digital tools as a means of 
expression to inform, persuade and entertain. 

 Foster young people’s creativity and develop their independent learning skills. 
 Challenge young people to reflect on what they produce and strive for excellence. 
 Increase young people’s awareness of their responsibilities in the digital world and their respect of 

other people’s rights. 
 
What will be studied? 

 Introductions to user interfaces, how hardware and software affect user interfaces, improving the 
speed of user interfaces, project planning techniques, creating a user interface for a specific purpose. 

 How to present information, why quality is important, spreadsheet formulae, decision making 
functions, presentation features. 

 Communication Technologies, cloud computing and storage, technology and how it impacts 
organisations and individuals, Data security, Data protection, Criminal Use of Computer Systems. 
 

How is this course assessed? 
The course comprises of two centre assessed tasks and one written exam comprising two mandatory units and 
one optional unit.  The exam is worth 40% and the two centre assessed tasks 30%. 
 
Further Education Opportunities 
This qualification provides a broad and solid foundation for further study of various aspects of creative 
computing, such as graphic design, web design, computer games design and interactive media.  It supports 
progress to further study, including and A Level in Information Technology, Level 3 BTECs in Creative Media 
Production, IT or Computer Games Programming.  IT also enhances young people’s overall digital literacy and 
gives them a solid foundation for further study in other areas. 
 
Career Opportunities 
The UK is a world leader in creative digital industries with many opportunities through apprenticeships, higher 
education, or direct to employers.  This qualification supports entry into many Creative Arts career paths, 
including Graphic Design, Animation, Product Design, Web Developer, Games Developer and Digital Media 
Specialist.  Students taking this career path are ideally suited to take advantage of emerging areas of 
employment such as mobile applications development, and may also use their IT literacy to support entry into 
other subject related fields such as helpdesk operator, network engineer, or IT manager.  Digital creativity also 
supports entry into disciplines such as Advertising, Marketing, Journalism and Fashion. 
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Food Preparation and Nutrition  
Head of Food Preparation and Nutrition: Mrs S West (s.west@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - AQA GCSE 8585 
 
Why study this subject? 
The GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition has been designed to equip students with the knowledge, 
understanding and skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. 
 
Is it right for me? 
By studying food preparation and nutrition, students will:  

 Learn to prepare and cook a wide range of products using a variety of ingredients, cooking techniques, 
processes and equipment, whilst developing an understanding of the sensory and nutritional properties 
of food, as well as health and safety. 

 Develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical processes that occur 
when preparing and cooking food. 

 Understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological and 
psychological effects of poor diet and health. 

 Develop knowledge and understanding of the economic, environmental, ethical, and socio-cultural 
influences on food availability, production processes, and diet and health choices. 

 
What will be studied? 
Students will explore the following topics: 

 Nutrition. 

 Food provenance. 

 Food choice. 

 Scientific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food. 

 Food safety. 

 Preparation and cooking techniques. 
 
How is this course assessed? 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) and one written exam.  Each make up 50% of the final grade. 
 
The non-exam assessment will comprise of two tasks: 

 Task 1 (15%) will explore the principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food. As part of this, 
students will investigate and evaluate the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties 
of ingredients in a specific food, to achieve a particular result related to the preparation and cooking of 
food. They will develop a written report to present their findings. 

 Task 2 (35%) will test students’ knowledge, skills and understanding of the planning, preparation, 
cooking and presentation of food. As part of this students will plan a menu of three dishes, which will 
then be prepared, made and presented in a three-hour practical exam. This will be accompanied by a 
written portfolio. 

 
Further Education Opportunities 
Degrees are available in a wide range of food-related fields including: Food Technology, Nutrition and Dietetics, 
Marketing and Food Retail. The course is also useful for students considering NVQ qualifications in Catering. 
 
Career Opportunities 
Food preparation and nutrition can provide a good background for work in Catering, Day and Residential Care, 
Health Services, Dietitian, Nutritionist and Teacher. However, note that to become a Dietician or Food Scientist, 
it’s important to do well in Science. 
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Design and Technology Overview 
With GCSE Design and Technology, all students will study a common core of theory and design principles, but 
the remainder of the exam and the course will look at specialist material areas in which students are expected 
to become proficient. These areas are sufficiently separate that it is necessary to devise classes by these 
specialist materials.  These material areas are Paper and Boards and Natural and Manufactured Timber and 
students should choice their Technology subject by this specialist material area. 
 
The core theory that all students learn, irrespective of material area, is set out below: 
 

 New and emerging technologies. 

 Energy generation and storage. 

 Developments in new materials. 

 Systems approach to designing. 

 Mechanical devices. 

 Materials and their working properties. 
 
The GCSE in Design and Technology has strong links to both Mathematics and Science with 15% of the exam 
marks based on these subject areas. 
 
Please note that numbers in all the Technology subject areas (including Food Preparation and Nutrition, and 
Construction) are restricted due to health and safety.  Although Glyn School will do everything possible to 
mitigate the following circumstance, in a year of exceptional demand, it may not be possible to guarantee a 
place in the Technology class of their choice. 
 

Students can only select one of the two Design Technology GCSEs. 
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Design and Technology – Natural and Manufactured Timber  
Head of Design Technology: Mr M Toye (m.toye@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - AQA GCSE 8552 
  
Why study this subject? 
This course provides opportunities for students to develop an awareness of the nature and significant 
importance of Design and Technology in a rapidly changing society.   
  
It enables students to apply theoretical knowledge of the subject in a practical context, while developing 
design and making skills. 
  
Is it right for me? 
This course will help you to understand and appreciate the design and manufacture of products, making you a 
more discriminating purchaser.  You will also learn to solve problems practically, while making useful items for 
consumers. 

 It will help you to be creative in your approach and you will use computers to help with your design 
ideas and in creating products.  You will learn to use CAD packages, laser cutter and 3D Printer to help 
produce professional products from your designs. 

 You will learn about a range of materials including modern materials and how they respond to changes 
in temperature, light or pressure. 

 You will gain practical skills which will be useful in a wide range of jobs, in further study of Design and 
Technology and in your personal life. 

  
What will be studied? 
Students will explore the following topics: 

 New and emerging technologies. 

 Energy generation and storage. 

 Developments in new materials. 

 Materials and their working properties. 

 Properties and components related to resistant materials. 

 Market influences on the design of products. 

 Ecological and social footprint. 

 Systems used in the manufacture of products. 

 How to analyse existing products. 

 Health and safety requirements at work and in design. 

 Processes and manufacturing methods and product planning. 

 Use of CAD and CAM in the design and make process. 
  
How is this course assessed? 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) and one written exam.  Each make up 50% of the final grade. 
  
Further Education Opportunities 
A Level Design and Technology – Product Design. 
  
Degrees are available in a wide range of Product Design fields including: Architecture, Art, Graphic Design and 
Photography, Computer Game Design and Animation and construction related disciplines. Engineering is also a 
degree with strong links to this subject. 
  
Career Opportunities 
Design Technology supports careers in Construction, Architecture, Engineering, Product Design, Set Design and 
Furniture Design. 
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Design and Technology - Papers and Boards 
Head of Design Technology: Mr M Toye (m.toye@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - AQA GCSE 8552 
 
Why study this subject? 
This course provides opportunities for students to develop an awareness of the nature and significant 
importance of Design and Technology in a rapidly changing society.   
 
It enables students to apply theoretical knowledge of the subject in a practical context, while developing design 
and making skills. 
 
Is it right for me? 
This course will help you to understand and appreciate the design and manufacture of products, making you a 
more discriminating purchaser. 

 It will help you to be creative in your approach and you will use computers to help with your design 
ideas and in creating products.  You will solve problems by making and will use CAD programs, as well 
as industry standard software such as Photoshop and CAM machinery, the laser cutter and 3D printer, 
to make professional Graphic Products. 

 You will learn about a range of materials, including modern materials and how they respond to changes 
in temperature, light or pressure.  

 You will gain skills which will be useful in a wide range of jobs, in further study of Design and Technology 
and in your personal life. 

 You will focus on topics such as a point of sale display, CD, DVD and games packaging, as well as many 
other graphic products. 

 An ability to draw is useful as well a problem solving demeanour. 
 
What will be studied? 
Students will explore the following topics: 

 Properties and components related to graphical materials. 

 Market influences on the design of products. 

 Paper and card engineering, desktop publishing, Photoshop, CAD and computer graphics. 

 Systems used in the manufacture of products. 

 How to analyse existing products to assess their strengths and weaknesses. 

 Health and safety requirements at work and in design. 

 Processes and manufacturing methods and product planning. 

 Use of CAD and CAM in the design and make process. 

 New and emerging technologies. 

 Energy generation and storage. 

 Develop. 
 
How is this course assessed? 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) and one written exam.  Each make up 50% of the final grade. 
 
Further Education Opportunities 
A Level Design and Technology – Product Design. 
 
Degrees are available in a wide range of product design fields including: Architecture, Art, Graphic Design and 
Photography, Computer Game Design and Animation and construction related disciplines. Engineering is also a 
degree with strong links to this subject. 
 
Career Opportunities 
Design Technology supports careers in Construction, Architecture, Engineering, Product Design, Set Design, 
Furniture Design and Computer Animation. 
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Construction and the Built Environment Level 1/2 Award (Technical Award) 
Head of Design and Technology: Mr M Toye (m.toye@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - Eduqas Level 1/2 Vocational Award 603/7015/4 
  
Why study this subject? 
This course provides an opportunity to gain relevant vocational experience in Construction and it will prepare 
students for entry into the Construction sector or enable them to progress to further vocational qualifications.  
  
Is it right for me? 
For those students who have an interest in developing specialist and general skills relevant to the construction 
industry and would support their progression to employment within the Construction and Built Environment 
sector. 
  
What will be studied? 
Within the award there are two units. One unit is an externally assessed on-screen exam and is worth 40% of 
the overall qualification. The other is comprised of a coursework Controlled Assessment task which is scenario 
based and will draw upon the three areas of practical work to be studied in Years 9 and 10. This task is worth 
60% of the overall qualification. 
  

 Throughout Years 9 and 10 you will learn how to fix wall tiles, cut and grout them, construct a small 
timber frame for a window and assemble a simple plumbing system. You will evaluate all these tasks 
and write a statement to explain the process for production. 

 You will carry out the coursework Controlled Assessment in Year 11 which will take 30 hours to 
complete in lesson time and is worth 60% of the final mark. 

 You will have an exam in Year 11 which will count for 40% of your final mark. The exam draws upon the 
theory knowledge you will learn about the building industry in Years 9 and 10. 
  

All the units have a degree of Mathematics involved, including, area, volume and percentages.  
  
How is this course assessed? 
60% non-exam assessment (NEA), 40% 1 hour 30 minute on-screen exam. 
  
Further Education Opportunities 
At Higher Education college: NVQ and City and Guilds qualification in any construction related subject. 
  
Career Opportunities 
Construction supports careers in any trade or construction professional involved in the construction and 
management of building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:M.toye@glynschool.org
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Religious Studies  
Head of Humanities: Mr M Dinnage (m.dinnage@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - Eduqas GCSE C120P3 
 
Why study this subject? 
Religious Studies offers the opportunity to recognise, analyse and evaluate an argument, the point it proposes 
and the evidence it provides in support. Religious Studies plays an important part in social and cultural education, 
helping students to understand art, music and literature and to avoid offence and conflict in their communities. 
Religious Studies enables students to become critically engaged adults, thoughtful and empathetic scholars. 
 
Is it right for me? 
If God is all powerful can he create a stone that he cannot lift?  Are you immoral if you don't give to charity? 
Are some lives worth more than others? Who was the first tennis player in the Bible? How is our language 
shaped by religious script? What is the relationship between religion and politics? If you enjoy fundamental 
questions such as these then this is certainly the GCSE choice for you. 
 
What will be studied? 
Students will cover the following: 

 The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices from: 

 Christianity and Islam. 

 The study of religious, philosophical and ethical issues: 

 Ethical Issues – Personal Relationships, Birth and Death, Good and Evil, Human Rights. 
 
How is this course assessed? 
Three written exams make up the final grade:   

 Ethical issues – 2 hours.   

 Christianity – 1 hour.  

 Islam – 1 hour. 
 
Further Education Opportunities 
Religious Studies GCSE leads to A Levels in Religious Studies, Government and Politics, Philosophy, Law, English, 
History, Sociology or Geography. It is a recognised A Level by every university. Many students go on to study, 
Philosophy, Theology, Religious Studies, Sociology, Law, English, History and Geography. 
 
Career Opportunities 
Religious Studies is about understanding people's cultural background and religious beliefs, and about morals 
and values. It provides a background for careers in Law, the Medical professions, Education, front line careers 
such as Policing as well as Social Work and the Military. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:M.dinnage@glynschool.org
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Business Studies  
Head of Business Studies: Mr A Meyer (a.meyer@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - Edexcel GCSE 1BS0 
 
Why study this subject? 
Business Studies is ideal for anyone wishing to pursue a career in industry or if you are hoping to set up a business 
of your own in the future.  If you are Interested in businesses, the decisions they make and the influences they 
have on stakeholders such as workers, consumers, government and ultimately the country then this subject is 
definitely for you. 
 
Is it right for me? 
This subject is right for you if you: 

 Enjoy studying a subject that affects your everyday life. 

 Enjoy communicating and explaining your ideas, thinking creatively and making decisions and working 
with numbers to solve business problems. 

 Want to learn about the world of business through research and investigation, as well as through 
practical tasks. 

 Want to keep your options open since Business Studies can be combined with a wide range of Science, 
Social Science and Humanities subjects. 

 
What will be studied? 
Theme 1: Investigating small business: 

 Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship. 

 Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity. 

 Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice. 

 Topic 1.4 Making the business effective. 

 Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on business. 
 
Theme 2: Building a business: 

 Topic 2.1 Growing the business. 

 Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions. 

 Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions. 

 Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions. 

 Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions. 
 
These topics will introduce you to the world of business.  You will understand how to make a business effective 
and how businesses manage both their finances and the people who work for them.   
 
How is this course assessed? 
Two written exams.  Each paper is 1 hour 30 minutes and makes up 50% of the final grade. 

 Paper 1: Investigating small business.  

 Paper 2: Building a business. 
 
Further Education Opportunities 
GCSE Business Studies can help you prepare for Further and Higher Education such as A Levels and BTEC courses.  
You will become skilled in: making decisions, being creative, solving problems, understanding finance, dealing 
with data, communicating and working as part of a team.   
 
Career Opportunities 
Business Studies is useful if you are considering working in, for example: Management, Sales or Human 
Resources, Accountancy, Law, Marketing or in any commercial organisation. 
 
  

mailto:a.meyer@glynschool.org
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Economics  
Head of Economics: Mrs R Hall (r.hall@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - OCR GCSE J205 
 
Why study this subject? 
Economics seeks to explain ideas such as: Why does the Government bailout firms? What does Brexit mean for 
the UK economy? What is furlough? Is the Government right to spend so much in the pandemic? If you are 
seeking a challenging but interesting GCSE, then Economics is the subject for you. 
 
Is it right for me? 
This subject will suit you if you are interested in taking a new GCSE and broadening your understanding of what 
is happening in the country and the world in general and how this impacts both firms and consumers. 
  
Economics requires an analytical mind-set and there is a strong correlation between Mathematics and 
Economics. Students who are successful in Mathematics will find the analytical way of explaining concepts 
transfers easily to Economics. 
 
What will be studied? 
Introduction to Economics: 

 Supply and Demand. 

 Production. 

 Economic Problem. 

 Elasticity. 

 The Role of Markets and Money. 
 
National and International Economics: 

 Economic objectives and the role of government. 

 International trade and the global economy. 
 
How is this course assessed? 
Two written exams.  Each paper is 1 hour 30 minutes and makes up 50% of the final grade. 

 Paper 1:  Introduction to Economics. 

 Paper 2: National and International Economics.  
 
Further Education Opportunities 
GCSE Economics can help you prepare for Further and Higher Education such as A Levels and in particular A Level 
Economics. You will become skilled in: making decisions, analysing data, solving problems, communicating and 
working as part of a team. Economics is a highly regarded qualification by universities and employers alike.   
 
Career Opportunities 
Economics could lead to work in a profession such as Statistics, Government and Banking.  An Economics 
qualification can boost your employability in many areas, regardless of the industry you work within. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:R.hall@glynschool.org
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Sociology 
Head of Sociology: Mr S Sledmore (s.sledmore@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - AQA GCSE 8192 
  
Why study this subject? 
In the words of Pierre Bourdieu ‘The function of Sociology, as with every science, is to reveal that which is 
hidden’. In Sociology you will be required to think critically about the society in which you live, question things 
around you that you have previously taken for granted and learn about various different ways of viewing society 
and the interactions that happen within it.  Everything we learn about; you are directly affected by in your real 
life. 
  
Is it right for me? 
If you enjoy History and Geography and have an interest in politics, then Sociology could be for you. Do ensure 
though that you are aware of the fact that starting a new subject at Key Stage 4 requires students to be dedicated 
and committed to the course. Starting a new subject can be like learning a new language and you must be 
prepared to put in some time and effort outside of lessons to ensure you understand the content covered in 
class. 
  
An open mind and willingness to listen to and understand other people's views even if they differ from your 
own. A good memory is also useful as you will need to memorise quite a few sociologists’ names and views. 
  
What will be studied? 
Paper 1: The sociology of families and education. 
Assessments: 

 The sociology of families. 

 The sociology of education. 

 Relevant areas of social theory and methodology. 
 
Paper 2: The sociology of crime and deviance and social stratification. 
Assessments: 

 The sociology of crime and deviance. 

 The sociology of social stratification. 

 Relevant areas of social theory and methodology. 
  
How is this course assessed? 
Two written exams.  Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes and makes up 50% of the final grade. 
  
Further Education Opportunities 
Many students go on to study the subject at degree level or related subjects such as criminology or anthropology. 
Many students who study Sociology at GCSE will continue to A Level alongside other Social Sciences subjects 
such as Law, Psychology or Government and Politics. 
  
Career Opportunities 
In terms of the careers Sociology can lead to: Social Work, jobs in the public services (Police, Fire, Ambulance 
Service), roles in government and local politics, teaching, and research, working in community settings, or 
working in the criminal justice system to name but a few. 
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Psychology  
Head of Psychology: Mrs E Elwell (e.elwell@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - Edexcel GCSE 1PS0 
 
Why study this subject? 
Psychology is the scientific study of human behaviour, the brain and the mind. Psychologists observe human 
behaviour, create theories to explain the behaviour, and then carry out research to test these theories.  
Psychology is a challenging subject, requiring commitment and hard work. Ultimately though, the hard work is 
rewarded with a deeper understanding of people and society, and perhaps even yourself. 
 
Is it right for me? 
Psychology gives you a mental toolkit for analysing and interpreting information and builds empathy and 
understanding, supporting your ability to express yourself clearly and logically. 
 
Psychology lessons vary, but tend to be made up of discussions, reading, investigating sources and research. It 
is a broad subject, with many different areas and a number of different approaches towards explaining 
behaviour. Not all psychologists agree with each other and you will learn and evaluate multiple explanations for 
behaviour.  
 
What will be studied? 
Paper 1 – Assessments: 

 Developmental psychology – How did you develop? 

 Memory – How does your memory work? 

 Psychological problems – How would psychological problems affect you? 

 The brain and neuropsychology – How does your brain work? 

 Social influence – How are you affected by others? 
 

Paper 2 – Assessments: 

 Criminal psychology – Why do people become criminals? 

 The self – What makes you who you are? 

 Research methods – How to research as a psychologist? 
 
How is this course assessed? 
Two written exams.   
Paper 1 is 1 hour 45 minutes and makes up 55% of the final grade.  
Paper 2 is 1 hour 20 minutes and makes up 45% of the final grade. 
 
Further Education Opportunities 
Psychology is an academic subject and is excellent preparation for A Level and university. 
 
As a subject it builds transferable skills such as written communication, analysis of data and the ability to make 
and evaluate arguments. Within Psychology lessons students are challenged to interpret, analyse, and criticise, 
apply learning to the world around them, and communicate clearly and persuasively.   
 
Career Opportunities 
Psychology is excellent for careers involving people such as Medicine, Law, Clinical Psychology, Educational 
Psychology, the Police, Education, Marketing, Advertising and many others. 
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Physical Education  
Director of Sport: Mr T Scorgie (t.scorgie@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - OCR GCSE PE 
  
Why study this subject? 
Students should study this subject if they: 
  

 Are comfortable with the pressures of linear, written and external assessment. 

 Are practically confident in a wide range of sports as a performer. 

 Have specific interest in knowledge and understanding of fitness, training, sport psychology, culture of 
sport, and human physiology. 

 Have an interest in observation and analysis of sports performance, which includes giving written 
feedback in relation to one chosen sport. 

  
If you love sport, have a desire to learn and are prepared to complete written classwork and homework, then 
GCSE PE could be the option for you. 
  
Is it right for me? 
This course is our pre-existing GCSE PE option which is in its third year of offering through OCR. This course is 
catered to the needs of students who are more comfortable with the pressures of linear, written and external 
assessment. It carries a weighting of 60% theory/written assessment and 40% practical assessment through 
three chosen sports. The course is heavily focussed around the functioning of the human anatomy, analysing 
sports performance, and the factors that can affect our participation.  

This course is assessed through two written papers at the end of three years, one piece of written coursework 
and a mixture of three, team/individual practical sport choices.  

It should be noted that the level of content students are required to learn is significantly higher for the GCSE in 
comparison to the BTEC pathway. We would also suggest that students opting to take the GCSE PE pathway are 
competent in both English Language and Science in order to fully access all areas of course content.  

What will be studied? 
Over the three years, the following areas will be studied: 
Applied anatomy and physiology, physical training, sports psychology, sociocultural influences, health, fitness 
and wellbeing, use of data and practical performance. 
  
How is this course assessed? 

 Two written exams.  Each paper is 60 minutes and makes up 60% of the final grade. 

 The remaining 40% comprises of three sports that are practically assessed and require a written piece 
of evaluative coursework based on personal exercise performance.  

 With regards to practical, the course requires the students to participate competitively in three 
different sports. The sports options are listed on the specification but it should be noted that the split 
for these is ‘2 x Team Sports and 1 x Individual Sport’ OR ‘1 x Team Sports and 2 x Individual Sport’. 

 
Further Education Opportunities 
The development of knowledge of a healthy active lifestyle is something that is fundamental in ensuring a 
healthy life. This knowledge can lead into a number of Further Education opportunities: 
  

 A Level Physical Education. 

 Sport BTEC. 

 Apprenticeships, such as Personal Training, Sports Coaching and Leisure Management. 
  
Career Opportunities 
Physical Education can lead to careers in Teaching, Coaching, Sports Science, Sports Development work, Sports 
Journalism, Personal Training and Leisure Management. 
  
  

mailto:t.scorgie@glynschool.org
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Physical Education – First in Sport Level 2 Award BTEC  
Director of Sport: Mr T Scorgie (t.scorgie@glynschool.org) 
Exam Board and Specification - Edexcel - First in Sport Level 2 Award BTEC 
  
Why study this subject? 
Students should study this subject if they are motivated to develop three key areas: 

 Firstly, knowledge and understanding of fitness, training and human physiology. 

 Secondly, rules and regulations in sport and the different tactics and strategies applied to them in 
competition. 

 Thirdly, the psychological aspects of sport performance. 
  

If you love sport and fitness, have a desire to learn and are prepared to complete written classwork and 
homework, then BTEC First in Sport level 2 could be the option for you. 
  
Is it right for me? 
The course is heavily based around the learning and development of a training programme and fitness needs 
required for sport.  Students will also look at the analysis of a sporting performance and look at the roles of 
officials in sport. The content is in line with the BTEC Sport Level 3 in the Sixth Form and the specification is 
designed to enhance the knowledge of the benefits of a healthy active lifestyle as well as looking at the elite 
performer in detail.  
 
A small proportion of the course is practical based with assessment of two sports at the end of the Unit 2. 
Students will need to be able to produce a variety of skills that will be assessed throughout the unit and be able 
to review their own performance in these sports. 

What will be studied? 
Over the three years, the following areas will be studied: 
Mandatory Units 
Unit 1. Fitness for sport and exercise. 
Unit 2. Practical performance in sport. 
Unit 3. Applying the principles of training. 
  
Specialist Unit 
Unit 4. The mind and sports performance. 
  
How is this course assessed? 
Unit 1 is an externally tested unit, which is a 1 hour 15 minutes online test that is worth 60 marks; the test 
includes short answer questions and long open ended questions. 
  
Units 2, 3 and 4 are all internally assessed and completed as written coursework. This will consist of creating and 
delivering PowerPoint presentations, written reports and planning a training programme to improve 
performance. The grades for these internally assessed units will be graded as Pass, Merit and Distinction. 
  
Further Education Opportunities 
The development of knowledge of a healthy active lifestyle is something that is fundamental in ensuring a 
healthy life. This knowledge can lead into a number of Further Education opportunities: 
  

·            A Level Physical Education. 
·            Sport BTEC. 
·            Apprenticeships, such as Personal Training, Sports Coaching and Leisure Management. 

  
Career Opportunities 
Physical Education can lead to careers in Teaching, Coaching, Sports Science, Sports Development work, Sports 
Journalism, Personal Training and Leisure Management. 
.

mailto:t.scorgie@glynschool.org
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Firsts/Sport/2012/Specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446936368_BTECFIRST_AWD_SPORT_SPEC_ISS4.pdf
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It is important that you have a balanced curriculum.  Make sure you get as much help and information from 
these people as possible: 

 Your subject teachers. 

 Your Form Tutor. 

 Heads of Faculty/Subject. 

 Mr Lightfoot, Assistant Headteacher with oversight of GCSE Options. 

 Ms Jones, Assistant Headteacher with oversight of Careers.  

 Mrs M Johns, Careers Advisor. 

 Mrs J Fairbrother, Head of Year 8. 

 Mr M Daniels, Deputy Head of Year 8. 

 Your Parents or Carers.  

 

When considering your choices, you should try to balance the following factors:  

 Interest and enjoyment. 

 Ability and progress.  

 Sensible combinations (those which are likely to ensure a broad education). 
 
Please be very clear about what you are choosing. You need to make sure you have made the best possible 
choices.  When you are considering which subjects to choose, you must think about many things: 
 

 What do I enjoy? 
Choose a subject you have a real interest in, have a liking for and feel confident about. 

 What am I good at? 
Choose a subject you are making progress in. 

 Which subjects might I want to study in the Sixth Form and beyond? 
Consider subjects that support your progression into the Sixth Form, college or university. 

 Which subjects do I need to study for my future career? 
Consider a subject that might support your current career plans. Remember if you have no clear career 
plans yet, keep your curriculum broad and balanced. 

 
Remember, the choices that are made are going to affect you: 

 

 Do not choose a subject just because your friend has chosen it - you may be put in a different class. 

 Do not choose a subject because you like the teacher - you may have a different teacher in Years 10 
and 11. 

 Do not choose a subject because you think it is easier and less demanding than all the others - all 
subjects require disciplined work, homework and constant effort if you are to achieve your best. 

 
Clearly none of these three are sensible reasons for making decisions, which may affect your future. 

 
Make sure you know what sort of work will be done in the subject during Key Stage 4.  In some cases, what you 
have done up to now will not be a good guide to what is done later on.  Consult the teachers, read the 
descriptions of the subjects in the information we have provided, and be certain about what you are 
undertaking. 
 

The teachers at Glyn School are here to help you with your options and to make sure that you have chosen what 
is best for you.  When you have made your initial choices/preferences we will look at these carefully.  If 
necessary, we will hold individual interviews with you to discuss your options. 
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There are no guarantees.  You may not be able to study all of your first choices, for all sorts of reasons.  When 
you make your selection you will also be asked to make two reserve choices.  You must think very carefully about 
your ‘reserve’ options, e.g. the subjects you might wish to study if you cannot have your first option.  
 
Whilst a change of course can be considered in the first half term of Year 9, it is not always possible or wise to 
change options. Students often give the following statements in the Autumn Term of Year 9 when they ask to 
change their option choices.  It is useful to learn from other students’ reasons and try to avoid these situations 
when you are choosing your options: 
 

 “I chose the subject because I liked the teacher last year". 

 "I didn't choose the subject because I didn't like the teacher last year". 

 "I chose the subject because it was new and different". 

 "I didn't choose the subject because I hadn't studied it before so I didn't know anything about it". 

 "I chose the subject because my friends were doing it". 

 "I didn't choose the subject because none of my friends were doing it". 

 "This subject isn't what I thought it would be". 

 "I thought it would be just practicals". 

 "It involves a lot more writing than I thought". 
 
BTEC Courses 
The key difference with BTEC subjects and GCSEs is that most of the assessment is coursework.  The coursework 
element can help you to organise your workload over Years 9, 10 and 11 rather than being assessed only at the 
end of the course.  It is important to note that you can achieve excellent results on BTEC courses, and they are 
equivalent to GCSEs.  
 
All our BTEC courses are offered as a Level 2 qualification.  The grades awarded will be: 
 

BTEC Grade GCSE Equivalent Grade 

Distinction* 8/9 

Distinction 7 

Merit 6 

Pass 4/5 

 
Progression Routes 
All BTEC courses form a firm foundation for progression to Sixth Form, college, apprenticeships, traineeships 
and work.  Employers and colleges are familiar with the benefits of BTEC qualifications: 

 For employers, BTEC qualifications show that students are capable of organising their own workload.  

 BTEC Level 2 can also be used for progression to A Levels as well as BTEC level 3 courses (which are 
equivalent to A Levels). 

 Universities accept BTEC level 3 as an entry requirement for a number of degree level courses. 
 

Qualifications and Progression 
Most of the courses that are available at this stage of your education will be Level 2 courses. The chart on the 
next page shows alternative progression routes that you could consider as part of your future career if you are 
considering further study.  By working hard and achieving well, you will have a greater choice of courses at 
college or university in the future which may open doors to a wide variety of career opportunities. In this booklet, 
each course description shows the possible jobs that are related to that subject. 
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Level 7 and 8 

Qualifications above degree level, e.g. Post-Graduate Certificate, Diploma, Masters Degree or Doctorate 

 

Level 4 

BTEC Professional Award,  

Diploma or Certificate NVQ 4 

Level 5 

Foundation Degree, BTEC Higher, 

National Diploma or Certificate 

Level 6 

Honours Degree, BTEC Advanced, 

Professional Award, Diploma or 

Certificate 

 

Level 3 

A Levels, Advanced Diploma, International Baccalaureate, BTEC National Diploma,  Certificate or Award NVQ 3 

 

Level 1 

GCSEs at Grade 3-1, Foundation Diploma, 

BTEC Introductory Certificate or Diploma 

NVQ 1 

 Level 2 

GCSEs at Grade 9-4 

Higher Diploma, BTEC Diploma or Award 

NVQ 2 

 

Entry Level 

Courses that help with life skills and skills for working life. 

They give a basic knowledge and skills to apply to everyday situations. 

 

At the end of Year 11 there are many options open to you.  Over the next three years we will support you in 
those next steps and to ensure you are fully informed.  Progression route at 16 include: 

 Level 3 courses – A Level and BTECs. 

 Apprenticeships. 

 Traineeships. 
 

Our website has further information on these pathways. 
 
Looking to the Future – Key Stage 5 
When choosing GCSE options, it is important to think ahead about possible pathways and whether certain GCSEs 
are essential for A Levels or courses you make be considering.  Some A Level subjects cannot be taken unless 
you have achieved the required GCSE grade in those subjects.  Other A Level subjects do not require you to have 
taken them at GCSE.  For example, Art, Product Design and Drama require a GCSE in the subject to move on to 
study at A Level whilst Business Studies and Economics do not have to have been previously studied.   
 
Our current entry requirements for Sixth Form courses are below.  We share this information with you in order 
to help assist you in your choices.  Please note the entry grades and subjects offered may be subject to change.   
 
Entry Criteria for September 2022 
The requirements for entry into the Sixth Form for Level 3 study (A Level courses), for September 2022, are a 
minimum of five Grade 9-4 GCSEs, including Grade 4 or above in one English paper and Mathematics. Students 
also have to meet the specified entry requirements for the courses they wish to study (please see below). 
 
Creative Arts 
Art and Design - Fine Art: Painting and Drawing: Grade 6 or above in Art GCSE. 
Drama and Theatre Studies: Grade 4 or above in Drama GCSE, Grade 4 or above in English (Language or 
Literature). 
Music Technology: Grade 5 or above in Music GCSE, knowledge of music theory to Grade 5 standard, practical 
performing ability to Grade 5 standard or equivalent. Ability to read music notation. 

Computing and IT 
Computer Science: Grade 5 or above in Computing GCSE and Grade 6 or above in Mathematics GCSE.  
IT – BTEC Level 3: School entry criteria.   

https://www.glynschool.org/3273/introduction-to-careers-information-advice-and-guidance-at-glyn-school
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Design Technology 
Product Design: Grade 6 or above in either DT Product Design with Grade 6 or above in the exam component. 
Grade 4 or above in Mathematics GCSE. 
 
English 
English Language and Literature: Grade 6 or above in English Language GCSE and Grade 5 or above in English 
Literature GCSE. 
English Literature: Grade 6 or above in English Literature GCSE and Grade 5 or above in English Language GCSE. 
Media Studies: Grade 5 or above in both English Language GCSE and English Literature GCSE and a Grade 4 or 
above in Media Studies GCSE if taken. 
 
Humanities 
Geography: Grade 6 or above in Geography GCSE. 
Government and Politics: Grade 4 or above in English Language GCSE and English Literature GCSE. 
History: Grade 6 or above in History GCSE. 
Religious Studies [Philosophy, Religion & Ethics]: Grade 4 or above in Religious Studies GCSE. 
 
Mathematics 
Mathematics: Grade 7 or above in Mathematics GCSE. 
Mathematics – Further Mathematics: Grade 7 or above in Mathematics GCSE. 
 
Modern Foreign Languages 
Spanish: Grade 6 or above in Spanish GCSE in the exam component. 
French: Grade 6 or above in French GCSE in the exam component. 
 
Physical Education 
Physical Education: Grade 5 or above in PE GCSE.  
Sport BTEC Extended Certificate: Development, Coaching and Fitness: School entry criteria. 
Sport BTEC National Level 3: Development, Coaching and Fitness: School entry criteria. 
 
Science 
Biology: Grade 6 or above in Biology GCSE or 6-6 in Core and Additional Science GCSE, including Grade 6 in 
Biology exams. Grade 5 or above in Mathematics GCSE. 
Chemistry: Grade 6 or above in Chemistry GCSE or 6-6 in Core and Additional Science GCSE, including Grade 6 
or above in Chemistry exams and Grade 6 or above in Mathematics GCSE. 
Physics: Grade 6 or above in Physics GCSE or 6-6 in Core and Additional Science GCSE, including Grade 6 or above 
in Physics exams and Grade 6 or above in Mathematics GCSE. 
 
Social Sciences 
Business - BTEC Business Level 3: School entry criteria. 
Business Studies: Grade 4 or above in Business Studies GCSE, if studied, and Grade 4 or above in English and 
Mathematics. 
Economics: Grade 4 or above in Business Studies or Economics GCSE, if studied, and Grade 5 or above in English 
and Mathematics GCSE. 
Extended Learning Project: Grade 5 or above in English Language GCSE. 
Law: Grade 4 or above in English Language GCSE and English Literature GCSE. 
Psychology: Grade 5 or above in Biology GCSE or 5-5 in Core and Additional Science GCSE. Grade 5 or above in 
Mathematics GCSE and Grade 4 or above in Psychology GCSE if studied. 
Sociology: Grade 4 or above in Sociology GCSE, if studied, and Grade 4 or above in English Language GCSE and 
English Literature GCSE. 
Uniformed Public Services - BTEC Level 3: School entry criteria. 
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Looking to the Future - University 
Many students aspire to study Medicine or to attend top universities, so below are the most frequently asked 
questions about university applications and GCSE subjects and grades: 

 
Will my GCSE results be taken into account when I apply for university? 
All universities will look at your GCSE results as they will give an indication of how well you performed in your 
first set of external exams, but your A Level predictions and results will also play a significant part in your 
applications.  Some courses or universities may have a minimum grade for your GCSEs or certain grade 
requirements for your GCSEs such as in Mathematics, English and Science.   
 
Your university application will not take place until Year 13 so you have a long time before this will happen.  The 
key is to work hard at Key Stage 4 and get the best results you can and then you will have lots of options for Key 
Stage 5 and beyond. 
 
Which GCSE Subjects are required by universities for Medicine? 
Medical schools require GCSE Mathematics, English and Sciences, and most require them at a minimum Grade 
6. However, most medical schools stress that these requirements are minimum and most successful candidates 
will be expected to score Grades 8s and 9s at GCSE.  
 
Many medical schools also have specific requirements for Science subjects, so make sure to check these on the 
individual medical school’s website.  

As competition for medical school is highly competitive, it is important to achieve the best results you can at 
GCSE. Not least because it will indicate which A Levels you should choose, but also because many medical schools 
look at your GCSE grades as the academic basis for interview, so make sure you work hard to the best of your 
ability. 
 
What GCSE profile do you need to apply for Oxbridge?   
To have a serious chance of an application at Oxford or Cambridge, you will need to have secured a strong set 
of GCSE results.  The entry requirements for GCSEs will be at least six Grade 9s at GCSE and the rest will have to 
be Grade 8.  All applicants will also need a genuine interest in their subject and a self-motivated and enthusiastic 
approach. You should also enjoy reading around your subject in your own time and relish the chance to discuss 
ideas with your peers. 
 
Looking to the Future – Careers 
The courses and subjects you decide to study in Years 9, 10 and 11 can affect what you do in the future especially 
if you have already decided on a future career path, so make sure you do your research.  Find out which subjects 
you will need.  If you have a career or Apprenticeship in mind, check out the entry requirements. These are not 
always as obvious as you might think, so check carefully. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
What happens if I decide to change my options? 
Options can be changed during the first half-term of Year 9 if there is space in the class of the new subject and 
under consultation with Parents and Carers and the Head of Subject.  However, we do discourage you from 
making changes, as you would have to catch up on work missed in the new subjects very quickly so as not to be 
at a disadvantage. 
  
Can I choose which Science to study? 
At Glyn we offer the Combined Science GCSEs which are worth two GCSEs and Triple Science which is three 
separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry or Physics GCSE 
 
In Year 9 you will be taught the same Science curriculum, common to both Combined and Triple specifications. 
Through consultation with teachers, Parents or Carers and yourselves, and based on robust and rigorous 
assessments, you will then continue your programme of study for Years 10 and 11 based on either the Combined 
or Triple specifications.   
 
How will I be supported to make the right choices? 
During the Spring and Summer Term, we will be running a series of career sessions and Form Time activities to 
support you to help them make the right choices.  We will also be providing guidance and support for your 
Parents and Carers. 
  
What happens if I do not get my chosen options?  Will you have enough capacity to support demand? 
The timetable is written around student choices and we try to ensure all students get their first choices.  Where 
this is not possible, we will use your reserve choice, therefore it is essential that this is a subject you would be 
happy to study for three years.  
 
Can I study two DT options? 
You can only pick one subject from Papers and Boards and Natural and Manufactured Timber.  However, Food 
Preparation and Nutrition and Constructing the Built Environment can be chosen with one of the two mentioned 
above. 
 
Can I study GCSE PE and First in Sport Level 2? 
You can only pick one subject from GCSE PE and First in Sport Level 2.   
 
Can I study a second language? 
You can choose to study a second language.  In our experience, it is often the case that the more languages a 
student studies, the easier they find language learning.  Students also, often, develop a love of languages that 
continues beyond their studies at school.  
 
Over the three years, how will you ensure that I retain all the knowledge for the final linear GCSE? 
You will be regularly assessed over the three year course and regular revision and consolidation will be written 
into all our courses. 
  
How will PE be delivered? 
PE will take place at either Priest Hill or on the school site.  You will be given a carousel of sports which you can 
choose to take part in. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Kingsway 
Epsom 
Surrey 
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T: 020 8716 4949 
 
Website: www.glynschool.org   
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