
Year 8 Response Curriculum  

Half Term 2: Monday 2 November to Friday 18 December 2020 

 Subject Theme Rationale 

Art Project: 
Planet Earth 

The first truly thematic project which extends 
beyond just skills and requires a thematic 
consideration similar to GCSE level projects. 
Includes: developing drawing from observation, 
but this time on a tonal surface to refine 
application of highlights and lowlights, stylised 
drawing techniques which are then taken 
through into biro and a monoprint to expose 
students further to new materials and 
processes. Students form a poster looking at 
‘Global effects’ This work is on another tonal 
surface: cardboard. Students then work to 
produce an outcome in acrylics for the first 
time, working in a limited colour palette to 
refine use of tone. Work is contextualised with 
research into artists who engage with social 
issues such as the environment - explicit links 
made to SMSC and to extracurricular, such as 
Geography. 

Design and Technology Pewter Keyring/rattle 
project making  

Project development 

Drama Theatre In Education  Students will have the chance to build upon 
what they did in Year 7. In particular, students 
will develop their physicality through 
commedia, before moving onto an educational 
piece of theatre where students will take 
responsibility for a moral message for their 
audience. Students will develop a greater 
character control, stage combat, direct address, 
Brechtian techniques and performance 
development with a message. 

English The Tempest  The Tempest is used as the anchor text off 
which the rhetoric unit hinges.  The idea behind 
spending a whole term on each anchor text is to 
ensure students have an overview and delve 
deeper into literary texts.  The focus across Key 
Stage 3 is engagement and enjoyment of 
literature, and confidence with Shakespearean 
texts. 
 
The thematic unit - 'Critics and Voices of 
Protest' - involves a journey through the history 
of rhetoric, investigating a range of significant 
speeches from throughout history. 
 
Students will be able to consciously craft a 
powerful and effective speech, alongside a 



detailed understanding of Prospero's 
exploitation of Caliban. 

Food Technology  Eating around the Eatwell 
Guide  

This unit introduces students to basic cooking 
and nutrition. They cover theory and practical 
activities based on the Eatwell Guide. For some 
students, this will be their first time cooking and 
being in a kitchen environment. This unit fits 
neatly into the GCSE Food Preparation and 
Nutrition and provides Key Stage 3 students 
with a taster of the style of the course. 

Geography Is Planet Earth running 
out of resources?  

Students will begin by building on the concepts 
of globalisation, urbanisation and population 
distribution from their Year 7 studies and will 
link them with more complex concepts of 
population change, migration, and land use. 
These will all be developed throughout the       
7-year curriculum. Students will use a wide 
range of geographical data to investigate why 
populations are changing, thereby continuing to 
develop their geographical enquiry skills. 
Following this, students will apply their 
geographical knowledge in order to gain a 
deeper understanding of the rapidly changing 
and increasingly important continent of Asia. In 
this way, students will link threshold concepts 
with new locational knowledge and will become 
adept at extending from the familiar and 
concrete, to the unfamiliar and abstract. 

History The British Empire and 
the Atlantic Slave Trade  

Students will learn about the three sides of the 
Trade Triangle which drove the British Economy 
between the 1600s and 1819. They will learn 
that the British Empire, Industrial Revolution 
and Atlantic Slave trade were all giant cogs 
working together. They will learn about this 
subject using sources and interpretations to 
judge how accurately historians have told this 
story over time.  
They will learn how the Industrial Revolution 
changed Britain, and then the world, forever. 
They will do an in-depth study of the Peterloo 
Massacre using sources to learn about the 
struggle for the franchise and the struggle for a 
universal democracy. Linked to this, students 
will learn how slavery seeped into every pore  
of British Society, and was not just a trade 
confined to the British Colonies in the 
Caribbean, but much closer to home.  
Students will learn about the 7 individuals in 
Epsom who between them owned 5,500 African 
slaves at the moment of Abolition in 1833, by 
studying primary source materials and assessing 



its utility. At the end of the these units, students 
will look at the struggle for women's suffrage 
and use historical sources to find out about the 
many ways women used to obtain equal 
political rights, including an  in-depth look at the 
actions of Emily Davidson at the Epsom Derby in 
June 1913. They will then assess interpretations 
judging who was more instrumental in some 
women gaining the right to vote in 1918. For 
homework, students will be consolidating 
knowledge and work done during the lockdown 
period in preparation for their end of Year 7 
exams in November.  

Science - Key Stage 3 Waves and Matter Half term 2:  
The topic of Waves builds upon learning at KS3 
and provides the foundation for the concepts of 
the topic that are taught at GCSE. There are a 
number of links between this topic and the other 
Physics topics taught in Year 8 and so teaching 
this Physics topic first in Year 8 provides the 
foundation for learning of those topics such as 
Electromagnets, as well as making linking        
between topics easier. Students learn about the 
Electromagnetic Spectrum, how to measure 
sound and the application of sound in everyday 
life. Students also learn in more detail about the 
properties of waves, the basics of which they 
learnt in Year 7. 
  
Matter covers elements, atoms, compounds, 
formulae and the Periodic Table. This builds on 
some of the theory covered in most of the first 
year Chemistry topics and some of the Physics 
topics. It underpins the rest of the Chemistry 
topics in KS3, so has to be taught as the first 
Chemistry topic from which the other topics 
springboard. It also forms the basis for the GCSE 
Chemistry course the theory of which is revisited 
in the first topic of the GCSE course, so 
introducing concepts and addressing 
misconceptions in KS3 lays the foundation for 
later GCSE learning. 

Maths Algebraic Techniques  Building on their understanding of equivalence 
from Year 7, students will revisit and extend 
their algebraic knowledge. Emphasis will be 
placed upon developing an understanding of 
the concepts, whilst reviewing the elements 
missed. 

Music  Students will continue to learn piano and theory 
through Soundtrap. These lessons will teach 
students how to expand their knowledge on the 
piano, music notation, and use of music 
technology skills through Soundtrap on their 
Chromebooks. 



Physical Education (PE) Fitness Testing  As a department, we feel it is vital that the 
students understand the importance of living a 
healthy, active lifestyle in light of what could 
have been a particularly inactive series of 
months. These topics cover a variety of areas all 
catered to ensuring our students understand 
how to maximise their physical, mental and 
social health, and well-being.  
An amended practical timetable in light of our 
current restrictions will feature: Basketball, 
Handball, Table Tennis, Badminton, Invasion 
Games, Short Tennis, Hockey, Cricket and 
Softball. 

Religious Studies  Religion and Morality  We start by looking at beliefs about good and 
evil and why unity is important to then move on 
to many ethical studies. 

French Holidays Having used Knowledge Organisers 1, 2 and 3 in 
Year 7 to build sentences on various themes, 
students in Year 8 are now working from 
Knowledge Organiser 4. This Knowledge 
Organiser enables students to build sentences 
and to form and answer questions on the 
themes of past and future holidays. 

Spanish Holidays Having used Knowledge Organisers 1, 2 and 3 in 
Year 7 to build sentences on various themes, 
students in Year 8 are now working from 
Knowledge Organiser 4. This Knowledge 
Organiser enables students to build sentences 
and to form and answer questions on the 
themes of past and future holidays. 

Computing Computer Systems  Understanding how a computer works then 
leads on to exploring the components of a 
computer system. 

 

 

 


