
Year 9 Response Curriculum  

Half Term 2: Monday 2 November to Friday 18 December 2020  

 Subject Theme Rationale 

Art Natural Forms / Altered 
Nature: Observation 

Students are welcomed to the GCSE course of 
study. Half Term 1 will be used to ensure 
students have a clear understanding of the 
importance of coursework. Activities recap on 
tonal and proportional drawing. Students are 
also introduced to using Google functions and 
digital photography, as well as using a wide 
spectrum of materials to cement experiences 
from KS3. 
Students begin/continue their first coursework 
project which will form 60% of their ultimate 
grade. The theme of ‘Natural Forms/Altered 
Nature’ is chosen because the prolific source 
material and drawings allow more leeway in 
skill. Project begins with a mood board to 
gather ideas, photography to demonstrate use 
of techniques, and observational drawing to 
build confidence and breed success. 

Biology Microscopy Understanding cell structure, and how scientists 
were able to study cells using the technology 
and equipment available to them at the time, is 
a key concept that underpins future biological 
topics and is important to understanding how 
processes occur in living organisms. It allows for 
the exploration of how advances in technology 
relate to our scientific understanding and how 
ideas can change as new information is 
discovered. Teaching this unit of work at the 
start of Year 9 allows for students to revisit the 
practical skills of using a microscope and 
introduces a mathematical component of 
calculating magnification. This also embeds how 
mathematics and science are linked. 

Business Risk and Reward Engage students in business concepts and 
industry leaders 

Chemistry  Atomic Structure and 
Periodic Table  

Atomic structure underpins the basis of all 
chemistry. Being able to describe the building 
blocks of matter is a fundamental skill which 
builds on students’ knowledge of particles and 
matter from Key Stage 3. We start to look at the 
electronic structure of the elements and how 
the theories of atomic structure have been 
developed. This gives students their first 
glimpse at the scientific process. This is carried 
on by further developing students’ Key Stage 3 
knowledge of the periodic table, again delving 
into how the Periodic Table was put together 



and the scientific process behind its 
arrangement. When students are secure with 
this topic they will be well equipped to move 
forward and start to look at how each of the 
elements in the Periodic Table interact with 
each other and how atoms are able to form 
bonds with each other. 

Design and Technology CAD Skills Development  Progression through higher level skills. 

Drama Practitioner Introduction, 
leading into Devising  
 

Students will practically and academically 
explore a wide range of practitioners and styles 
throughout the term, leading them to creating 
their own piece of theatre in a devised form 
before Christmas. 

Economics Demand Underpins the basics that students need to 
know before progressing to developing models 
to show the impact on price and quantity as a 
result of changes in supply and demand. 

English  Of Mice and Men  Introduction to literary analysis and extract 
analysis. Emphasis on the importance of reading 
widely, experiencing and emotionally 
connecting with a variety of literary texts, 
especially from the ‘English Canon’. 
In 2019, exam board stressed the importance of 
students engaging with wider issues of 
inequality, injustice, gender, race, age, 
democracy etc.  All are prominent in this text 
and the poems. Engagement with a whole text 
enables wider structural awareness, alongside a 
focus on critiquing the effect of the writer's 
choices and how they shape meaning; the key 
focus being on analysing setting, 
characterisation, themes and context through 
the author's choices in language, structure and 
form. 

Food Technology Eating Around the 
Eatwell Guide/ 
Developing Knowledge 
of Nutrition 

Due to there being no Year 8 Food Technology 
in 2019-20, the Year 8 curriculum has been 
adapted for Year 9 students to include a more 
comprehensive focus on nutrition. There is a 
higher scientific element and students are 
encouraged to adapt dishes they choose to 
make. 

French  Travel and Family Students build on the knowledge acquired in 
Years 7 and 8.  These topics cover new and 
familiar vocabulary and structures and add 
more complex structures and grammatical 
challenge. 

Geography  River Landscapes and 
Processes 

These introductory GCSE topics give students a 
grasp of the main physical processes which are 
at work in the UK, building on their knowledge 
of glacial processes from Year 8. Students will 
learn about the processes that lead to the 



formation of local land forms, starting with 
coastal land forms, and help foster an 
understanding of how these land forms 
combine to make landscapes.  
They will also learn about the human activities 
at work on coastal landscapes, which helps 
them to develop a holistic understanding of the 
processes influencing our diverse and changing 
physical landscapes. 
Having studied coasts, students move on to the 
physical and human processes which combine 
to create river landscapes. 
There is significant links between coastal and 
river processes and therefore an opportunity to 
consolidate their overall understanding of 
physical processes 

History The Cold War in South 
East Asia and Watergate 

Students will look at how the USA became 
entangled in a bitter counter insurgency war in 
Vietnam. They will then look at reasons why the 
USA, despite its overwhelming firepower, was 
unable to overcome and subdue the Communist 
Guerilla fighters of Vietnam.  
Using sources, students will then look at the 
impact of the war back home in the USA, the 
social effects of the draft on certain sections of 
US society, and then eventually ‘Peace With 
Honour’ Policy under Richard Nixon.  
Finally, students will look at the legacy of the 
Moon Landing and how Watergate scarred 
public belief in the office of the President 
forever. 

Maths Ratio and Proportion  Students will build on their construction skills 
(first seen at Key Stage 2) using rulers, 
protractors and other measuring equipment, 
and measure increasingly complex diagrams 
using correct mathematical notation. There will 
be opportunities through these units to 
interleave and extend previous learning relating 
to order of operations, and numerical 
relationships, ultimately developing students 
number sense, proportional reasoning and 
developing geometrical skills. 

Physical Education (PE) Key Stage 4 Project: 
Preparing for Success in 
PE  

It is essential that we dedicate a period of time 
in which students master the key skills required 
to be successful in Key Stage 4 PE. All students 
will participate and complete a 'Preparing for 
Success in PE' programme. This will consist of 
both theory and practical lessons. The students 
will develop the knowledge and skills to be able 
to complete the following: 
Research & Referencing 



Using Technology for Learning 
Revision Techniques & Summative Assessment 
Long-Answer Techniques 
Practical Performance 
Student Sporting Profiles 
Written Performance Analysis 
Responding to Feedback & Re-submission 

Physics Energy  The concept of energy emerged in the 19th 
century and was used to explain the work 
output of steam engines and then generalised 
to understand other heat engines. 
Energy is a fundamental topic of physics and is 
revisited time and time again as it is a key 
element across all areas within physics. This is 
why it is placed at the start of the GCSE course. 
Students will learn the concepts that provide 
the building blocks for further application, such 
as energy stores, transfer of energy between 
stores, efficiency, power and specific examples 
including Hooke’s Law. Real-world applications 
are then brought in with how we generate 
electrical energy and insulate our homes. 

Psychology Memory: How does your 
memory work  

This is personally relevant to Year 9 students 
who can apply their learning to their 
development of learning and revision strategies 
for their GCSE course. 

Religious Studies (RS) Old Testament  Providing a solid base of the Abrahamic 
religions before learning course content. 

Sociology Family For students to gain an insight and foundation 
knowledge to the subject. 

Media Studies Television Codes & 
Conventions: Genre & 
Audience 

Students will be able to develop their 
understanding of the theoretical framework, so 
they are able to apply media theory when 
analysing a range of media texts. They will also 
be able to apply media theory when developing 
their practical skills through opportunities for 
personal engagement and creativity.   
Students will understand how to use the key 
media concepts to analyse media products, 
identify their codes and conventions, and 
explore their various contexts. 

Spanish Travel and Family Students build on the knowledge acquired in 
Years 7 and 8.  These topics cover new and 
familiar vocabulary and structures and add 
more complex structures and grammatical 
challenge. 

 

 


